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- Transmutation 
By Grace F. Guthrie 


LINGERED in an ancient gallery. 
Its venerable walis were richly hung 
With canvases where Beauty long had sung 

The songs of time and of eternity. 

I moved among them reverent, loath to leave 
Each one in turn, so exquisite the grace 
Of mastership that spread its glowing trace 

In marvelous design and subtile weave 

Of lights and shades; until,pefore my gaze 
The pictures all were blended into one, 

As stars bury their luster in the sun 
And fade from sight before its dazzling rays. 


O Book of books, thy pictured Christ I see 
Alone, in all thy glorious gallery. 





: Motion and Missions 


True perpetual motion is the Bible’s sine qua non 
for soul winning. Our Lord never used an unneces- 
sary word, and he said, “I have... ordained you, that 
ye should go and bring forth fruit.’ The divine basis 
of missions is going and fructifying, and therefore 
Satan has ever tried the counteraction scheme of stay- 
ing and. stagnating. When Satan was about to be suc- 
cessful with this in the Early Church, God countered 
again with: the impelling urge of persecution; and 
when Satan has tried the same tactics in modern days, 
God has thwarted him, at least in half-explored conti- 
nents, by raising up “inland missions.” This divine 
mission principle was incarnated to a high degree in 
the person. of Howard B.. Dinwiddie, who has just 
been called ‘Home in India. He had a veritable Pauline 
vision and Pauline energy for getting the Gospel into 
unreached fields, and one outcome of this was his 
organizing of the Pioneer Mission Agency. Perhaps 
no man of his generation had quite such a wide knowl- 
edge of the needs and possibilities of missionary ad- 
vance, and his explorations in Central and South Amer- 
ica have beem:a blessed factor in arousing the Church 
to the call of the most neglected tribes on earth, the 
Indians of the western hemisphere. Mr. Dinwiddie’s 
work in these fields had made severe demands upon 
his physical strength, and yet he must needs. go again 


on a pioneering tour for the North East India General 
Mission. He had the courageous spirit of that mili- 
tary commander who said to some of those who pro- 
tested against a perilous charge, “We don’t have to 
come back!” Dinwiddie did not come back, and to 
those at home eagerly awaiting news of his latest ad- 
venture for God came the sudden cablegram, “Dinwid- 
die asleep.” God’s purpose in taking such a man at 
such a point in his ministry is inscrutable; but the 
fact is a challenge to the Church that will surely be 
met by a world-wide response. 


<x 
Rabbi Wise and Jesus 


It is always significant when Jews discuss Jesus. 
A tempest of protest has been arowsed among the 
Orthodox rabbis of Christendom -over the declaration 
of Rabbi Stephen S. Wise that all Jews must abandon 
the doubt of the existence of Jesus and accept the fact 
that “Jesus was.” The utterance is reported to have 
necessitated Dr. Wise’s offering his resignation as 
Chairman of the United Palestine Appeal. The New 
York Herald-Tribune in a comment upon the discus- 
sion says, “How many share Dr. Wise’s views is a 
questiom which cannot be answered, but it is a pro- 
foundly moving thought that Jewry should be engaged 
in a discussion of the acceptance of Christ ‘as a re- 
ligious teacher’ or ‘as a divine person.’” As Jews are 
more and more returning to their old homeland of 
Palestine in fulfilment of Old Testament prophecies, 
it is not surprising, at least to the student of prophecy, 
to learn of such a discussion as Rabbi Wise has aroused. 
And yet if the Orthodox Jews accept his statement 
only at its face value, the distinguished rabbi wilt 
have brought his people only to the place where 
they were nineteen centuries ago, when the greatest 
of all Jewish rabbis argued before Porcius Festus, 
who analyzed the general Jewish belief of that day 
about “one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul af- 
-firmed to be alive” (Acts 25:19). All that Rabbi 
Wise admits is that there existed “one Jesus, which 


was dead”; but the real significance of the discussion 
is that it must continue until, at a day which surely 
cannot be very far distant, the whole of Jewry wil 
admit Paul’s affirmation that He is alive, amid unpre- 
cedented rejoicings, as “they—look upon him whom 
they pierced.” 

— 


For Ever with the Lord 


Many precious promises in the Word of God ar. 
“for ever.” Every child of God knows, with David, 
that after goodness and mercy has followed one all 
the days of his life, one “will dwell in the house of 
the Lord for ever.” God promises to the “cheerful 
giver,” who gives as unto the Lord, that “his right- 
eousness remaineth for ever” (2 Cor. 9:9). Our sal- 
vation and safety rest in the Saviour who “offered 
one sacrifice for sins for ever” (Heb. 10:12). We 
are enabled to do all things through Christ who 
strengtheneth us; and God promises that “he that doeth 
the will of God abideth for ever’ (1 John 2:17). 
But these “for evers” look forward to the future. 
What about the present? Praise God, “for ever” in- 
cludes here just as much as hereafter. The Lord 
Jesus Christ, preyed the Father, and in, answer to this 
prayer God has given believers the “Comforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever’ (John 14: 16),— 
and that means every instant of this present time. 
The Psalmist knew this truth as he sang, “God is 
the strength of my heart, and of my portion for ever” 
(Psa. 73:26),—now, moment by moment. An un- 
inspired hymn-writer rejoices in this blessed truth, 
recognizing that it is for the present as well as the 
future: ~ 

“Forever with the Lord!” 
Father, if ‘tis Thy will. 
The promise of that faithful word 
E’en here to me fulfil. 
Be Thou at my right hand, 
Then can I never fail; 
Uphold Thou me, and I shall stand; 
Fight, and I must prevail. 


, 


Just When We're Safest 


PARISHIONER of an observant sort (may 

their tribe increase), after long listening, said 

of her minister that somehow, somewhere in 
every sermon there was a hint or more than a hint 
of surprises that the soul might expect. It was al- 
most like saying that he had been given “the morning 
star.” Life tends so generally to be cut and dried 
and set that it is a beautiful thing if any one has linger- 
ing forever over his mind the possibility of surprise. 
If one must become as a little child in order to enter 
the kingdom of heaven, one of the chief qualities of 
the child heart, it is to be remembered, is this delight 
in surprises. 

Yet how many have said farewell to all that! Often 
they call this maturity and think it inevitable, yet un- 
derneath, under many layers perhaps, if they would 
but own it there probably-throbs still this longing for 
surprise, a deliverance from monotony, and from get- 
ting so used to things. 

We must never forget that the Gospel was not 
meant to be “news” just for a short space of time 
long centuries ago, but news forever. Dr. Hutton 
has lately spoken of that time when-it: was all so new 
and wonderful, before the time had come when the 
Gospel was thought of as “advice” or “psychology” or 
“sociology” or a lot of other things. Many minds are 
to-day filled with misgivings, which may yet be fruit- 
ful, as to whether there ought not to come back into 
our customary thought about the Christian life this 
quality of wonder and surprise. 

Browning, ever patiently on the watch for those 
things by which men live, noticed this intention of 
surprise on the part of the spirftual universe and in 
a memorable verse told beautifully how, when to our 
dull eyes every avenue of our life seemed closed .to 
surprise and renewal, and when monotony seemed final 
and complete, life was still vulnerable and exposed 
to wonder and newness. 


Just when we’re safest there’s a sunset touch, 
A fancy from a flower-bell, some one’s death, 


A chorus-ending from Euripides — 

And that’s enough for fifty hopes and fears 
As old and new at once as Nature’s self 
To rap and knock and enter in our soul. 


Matthew the publican, Nathanael, Nicodemus, all 
seemed quite “safe,” and the woman at the well in a 
dreary hour of her burnt-out life. Saul, too, on the 
way to Damascus. Just when they were safest, seem- 
ingly, in an unlooked for way it came. 

The Christian life includes not only rules and habits, 
not only achievement, but also a certain attitude and 
frontage toward life. The joy and deliverance which 
hangs like a glow and flush over the early days of the 
Christian company was due to gratitude to Christ, who 
had given to men and women a whole new universe 
which had been opened up and revealed and felt through 
his life and death and resurrection. When their world 
was crumbling, suddenly there came the news of a new 
life at the back of everything. Just when the world 
seemed safest against good news, surprise, rapture, 
hope, power and redemption, it came. 

The historic facts by which it first came were meant 
to make us take an attitude toward all other facts that 
ever come, and that an attitude of expectancy. What 
little things “mixed with faith” will set the good news 
in force again? A sunset! John Keble complained 
that nothing ever happened in his parish, but he lived 
to confess 5 in his dullness he had missed “God’s 
kind approaches.” Dale of Birmingham, a Master in 
Israel, told how on a certain Easter the truth of it 
all broke upon him with unheard of force, so that he 
walked his study saying, “Christ is here, Christ is here.” 
And “some one’s death.” It is always a surprise and, 
though sadly, death sets the whole spiritual world 
vibrant again. 

Surprise may fiot come on call, or to-day or to- 
morrow, but the main thing is to set our hearts in that 
direction. When our Christian life and service have 
become too set and perhaps stale, when we have taken 
refuge in decorum and habit and are content to let 
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it go on that way, something comes to break this dull 
content. Sometimes we stop and wonder at the way 
in which we have identified the Christian life with 
sameness and routine as we realize how, at the first, 
it came as health, strength, and sweet surprise. One 
who has done much for the Christian life of our time 
has said that a Christian church ought to wear the 
look of “a company of people for whom much has 
been done.” The Church may come to wear that look 
once more, } 
A man’s faith ought to be making his life begin 
again every day. And we shoyld question to the very 
roots a state of being in ourselves which now mainly 
wears the appearance of monofony and sameness. 
Something wrong within ourselves has covered like 
an eclipse that glow and brightness which we used to 
identify with our Christian life. We attribute to age 
many things that have nothing to do with age at all. 
We trace back along the road, if we can, to find just 
where and how things became so overcast. Sometimes 
it was in some ambition that we began to cherish and 
call our duty, sometimes im some sin that we allowed. 
Whatever it was, for many it has come to pass they 
now look for no new leaf to be turned in their experi- 
ence, and no fresh glad grip on life. Our lives seem 
safe against inspiration, and we are tempted to make 
what terms we can with what is left of them. Yet 
even then there persists in the heart the feeling this 
was never meant to be so. “I will become in him a 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


well of water springing up into everlasting life.” The 
early freshness may be gone, and it ought to go, but 
it ought also to give place to another freshness fitted 
to each stage of life. : 

So the poet discerned that our discouraging monot- 
onies to which we succumb so easily were more beset 
than we suppose with invasions of surprise. Just 
when we're safest, or seem safest, against anything 
of moment happening to us, it may be very near. And 
we ought to know enough to suspect, too, that it may 
draw near very modestly and in disguise, and that the 
very thing that will throw life wide open to the rush 
of God’s fresh influences may be something that looks 
trying or even insupportable or very difficult. One 
of God’s people bore witness that the year which began 
for him in unwonted dreariness and discouragement, 
when all things seemed against him, turned out to be, 
through his faithful grappling with what he had and 
saying to it, “I will not let thee go until thou bless 
me,” the most invigorating year of his life. And “fifty 
hopes and fears as old and new at once as nature’s 
self rapped and knocked and entered in his soul.” 
Deal with life like this, and the most familiar set 
of circumstances will break, show rifts and chinks 
through which new light and, better still, new love 
comes in, It is a part of our service to Christ to be 
“expecting surprises,” and a state of expectation is 
one of the most creative forces God has given men 
to use. 





The Fallacy of Unity 


Would you care to discuss in Notes on Open Letters 
the following statement taken from an editorial in a 
religious paper, in which the writer states that because 
there is unity in the Godhead therefore there is unity 
among mankind, and all men are brothers? The quota- 
tion is as follows: 

“The unity of God means the unity of his creatures. 
All men are brothers, and should treat ome another as 
such,” 

Does it follow that because all men are created by 
God, therefore those who are believers, born again per- 
sons, are brothers to those who do not acknowledge 
Jesus as their Saviour?—A California Inquirer. 


The teaching of the “unity” of all God’s creatures 
is not the teaching of the Bible. To base it upon the 
unity of God comes perilously near to pantheism, which 
identifies God with the entire created universe. God 
created the universe, but he is not the universe; and 
a large part of the universe is in open revolt and re- 
bellion against God. Satan and the countless host of 
fallen angels are God’s creatures, but they certainly 
are not in unity with God. When Satan fell, by his 
rebellion against God as recorded in the, Scriptures, 
he broke his unity with, God and since that time has 
been God’s great Adversary. f 

Similarly as to fallen man. The break in fellowship 
between God and Adam and Eve, after the fall, is re- 
corded in, the early chapters of Genesis; and from that 
day to this every human being has been born in sin, 
needing a Saviour for his redemption and the restora- 
tion of unity with God, The only human being who 
was am exception to this is the Son of God, who, by 
the virgin birth, became the Son of man; and he is not 
one of God’s creatures, but is himself Christ the Cre- 
ator. 

The fallacy of the “universal Fatherhood of God and 
brotherhood of man” is never found in the Scriptures. 
That God is not the father of all men, and that not 
all men are the children of God, is plainly declared in 
God’s Word, over and over again. Thus we read, con- 
cerning Christ’s incarnation in order to become the 
Saviour of ten: 

He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

But as many as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, even to .them that believe 
on his name: 

Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 

flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God (John 1 : 11-13). 


In other words, the “sons of God” are only those 
who receive Christ as Saviour, and who are born again, 
not by nature or the flesh, but from above by the Holy 
Spirit, as Christ taught Nicodemus when he said, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3: 3). 
One who cannot sée the kingdom of God cannot be 
said to be a child of God or in unity with God. 

To those Jews who were rejecting him, the Lord 
Jesus Christ said: “Ye are of your father the devil, 
and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speak- 
eth a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the 
father of it. And because I tell you the truth, ye be- 
lieve me not” (John 8: 44,45). These are severe and 
terrible words, but they were uttered by Him who is 
the Truth. And they declare the eternally separating 
line between those who are children of God and those 





There can be no spiritual brotherhood 


who are not. 
between the saved and the unsaved. 

Yet the teaching of the Bible is equally clear that 
God’s children, born, again by faith in Christ, and in 
eternal unity and fellowship with God, have the un- 
speakable privilege and obligation of telling out the 
Good News of Christ as Saviour to those who are 


not yet God’s children and are therefore lost. With 
the love of God in our hearts, and with pleading and 
tenderness, we are to do all in our power to bring into 
the family of God, by the new birth, all whom we can 
reach with the Gospel. 


=< 
Were the Wilderness Israelites Lost? 


Please give me some Scriptural information about the 
church that came out of Egypt when the death angel 
passed over. After they came out and wandered in the 
wilderness for forty years, and refused to. go into Ca- 
naan, do we understand that they lost their salvation 
and that only the young people and Caleb and Joshua 
were redeemed? The question is, did Moses and the 
Israelites who never entered Canaan lose their eternal 
estate in Heaven by not going all the way? Some say 
Moses was redeemed but the rest of the people were 
lost because they died in the wilderness—A New York 
Reader. 


This is one of the questions on which the Scrip- 
tures are silent; therefore no one can give any posi- 
tive answer as to the eternal life or death of the adult 
Israelites who died in the wilderness. 

We know, of course, that Moses was saved; his 
presence with the Lord Jesus Christ on the mount of 
transfiguration (Matt. 17:3) leaves no doubt as to 
this; and. we find in Revelation 15:3 that in Heaven 
“they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and 
the song of the Lamb.” 

Of the other adult Israelites, except Joshua and 
Caleb, we read in Numbers 14 of the severe judgment 
that fell upon them from God because of their unbe- 
lief and unwillingness to trust him to lead them in 
victory into Canaam The same Israelites had openly 
expressed their unbelief in God over and over again 
before this, after he had led them out from Egypt and 
through the Red Sea in miracle triumph. Therefore 
this was God’s pronounced judgment: 

Because all those men which have seen my glory, and 
my miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilder- 
ness, and have tempted me now. these ten times, and 
have not hearkened to my: voice; 

Surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto 
their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked 
me see it... . 

Your carcasses shall] fall in this wilderness; and all 
that were numbered of you, according to your whole 
numéer, from twenty years old and upward, which have 
murmured against me, 

Doubtless ye shall not come into the land, concerning 
which I sware to make you dwell therein, save Caleb 
the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun. 

But your little ones, which. ye said should be a prey, 
them will I bring in, and they shall know the land which 
ye have despised (Num. 14 : 22-31). 


It is to be noted that this judgment deals only with 
the physical life of the Israelites, and does not touch 
upon the question of their eternal life. In the New 
Testament, in Hebrews 3 and 4, we find a further 
comment on the same events, and we are told that, be- 
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cause of .their unbelief, the Israelites were forbidden 
by God to “enter into his rest,” that is, the Promised 
Land of Canaan, where they were to have the rest of 
temporal blessings and prosperity. ; 

In Old Testament times, as to-day, God dealt with 
people as individuals, and faith was always the condi- 
tion of salvation, even during the dispensation of law. 
Undoubtedly many, perhaps the great majority, of 
wilderness Israelites did truly trust God as their De- 
liverer and Saviour, even though, as carnal Christians 
may do to-day, they rebelled against him from time to 
time and distrusted his leadings in certain matters. It 
is safe to say that such Israelites as were true believers 
were saved; and such as were not, were not saved. 
God knows those that are his own, then and now. 


x 


This Newspaper Publisher 
Doesn’t Like Modernism 


Perhaps it is well, occasionally, for an outspoken 


‘business man, to say, without restraint, what impression 


Modernism makes on him. The Modernists are often 
very outspoken in giving their opinions of the Bible. 
At any rate, the Editor now shares with the readers 
of the Fimes a letter received a while ago from a 
publisher of a newspaper of large circulation in Mays- 
ville, Mo., the Dekalb County Herald. The publisher, 
C. L. Ficklin, in writing on the resurrection lesson, 
spoke in no measured terms of critical scholars who 
talk about “discrepancies” in the Gospel accounts of 
Christ’s resurrection,.when, as a matter of fact, there 
do not happen to be any such discrepancies. He then 
quoted from The Sunday School Times a paragraph 
from an article by Dr, Clarence Edward Macartney, 
as follows: 


If parts of the Bible are authoritative and contain 
true messages from God and worthy conceptions of God, 
and parts are of no authority and obscure rather than,.~ 
reveal God, what is to be the test by which we separate 
the chaff in the Bible from the wheat, the primitive 
religion from the religion of the true God? Obviously, 
man’s unaided reason. Therefore man is left in the 
same condition as if he had received no revelation at all, 
for the final authority is man’s discriminating and un- 
aided reason, and not the Word of God. Thus the world 
would be plunged back into the abyss of human igno- 
rance and despair. 


Mr. Ficklin’s comment on this was: “Isn’t that a 
fine, cleam, clear-cut, perfectly sound presentation of 
the case in a nutshell?” 

Writing to The Sunday School Times, this pub- 
lisher makes some interesting comments on certain 
types of Sunday-school lesson comments found in both 
— and interdenominational journals, as 
ollows: 


I am moved to suggest that it is high time that the 
Sunday-school literature be purged of destructive criti- 
cism. What are we to expect of the rising generation 
when Sunday-school literature is put out which directs 
Sunday-school teachers to teach that the writers of the 
four Gospels made mistakes in their accounts of the 
resurrection of Jesus? The resurrection of Jesus is the 
central fact of Christianity, the basic fact, the founda- 
tional fact, the supremely vital fact. What may we ex- 
pect in the faith of the people of to-morrow if Sunday- 
school writers of to-day urge upon the Sunday-school 
teacher that he-tell his pupils that the four Gospel ac- 
counts of the resurrection of Jesus contain mistakes? 


Mr. Ficklin then goes on to hit Modernism unspar- 
ingly, in these words: ; 


I deplore the fact that there is a new sort of the- 
ology grown rampant in America to-day. It wants to 
take it for granted that God expects the individual man 
to be the final authority about all matters with which 
the Scriptures deal. It preaches the strange and blatant 
doctrine that every man ought to follow his own light 
when the truth of the matter is that the most out- 
standing fact about man’s undone condition, as _ he 
stands alone and without revelation, is that he hasn’t 
got any light. 

I would rather trust a bunch of blind men to take a 
few old lanterns and a string of lightning bugs some 
day at high noon and go out to examine the noonday 
sun and analyze it by the power of the lanterns and 
the lightning bugs, than to trust Modernism advocates 
to take their own light and examine and analyze the 
Sun of Righteousness and the Word that reveals him. 


If we would read the Word of God aright, we must 
let it criticize ws, not presume to criticize it. What 
has deen called, not the Higher but the Highest Criti- 
Cism, is described in Hebrews 4:12: “For the word 
of God is living, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing evem to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit, and of the joints: and marrow, and 


is a discerner [literally, critic] of the thoughts and in- - 


tents of the heart. 
4 


Do you really believe that God answers prayer — 
your prayer? The book, “How now God 
Answers Prayer,” by Rosalind Goferth, missionary 
in China since 1888, gives a positive and comforting 
answer to this question in the testimony ‘ one life- 
time. It may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at $1.25, 
postpaid, 
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How I Study My Bible 


A workable plan that has yielded rich results under the Great Teacher 





By Howard A. Kelly, M.D., LL.D. 














an active life, that my mother, daughter of a de- 

vout, true pastor, in my extreme youth fastened 
an endless unbreakable thread of gold to my heart 
strings so that ever after, through all the vicissitudes 
of the years that followed, however I might neglect 
or try to break it, the thread has kept tugging and 
asserting its claims as it bids me follow its leadings. 
That golden thread is the Word of God which, ail 
the long days of life’s journey, has walked with me 
and talked with me, ever guiding more and more into 
the perfect light;-it alone has been my mentor, com- 
pelling me daily to judge self in all manner of humili- 
ating shortcomings, and when judgment has been ren- 
dered in sincerity and truth, has bestowed grace to 
put to death the motions of sin and reasserted its 
dominion over the spirit. By it, the Spirit has ever 
kept before me that image of Christ mirrored in the 
Word to which the Father seeks to conform every child 
of his. 

Through the Word-Christ (may I not here hyphen- 
ate them?) I have learned the Christian’s daily priv- 
ilege of walking on earth in the Spirit while yet living 
out one’s true life in the heavenlies; to live as one 
who has died with Christ, has risen and ascended into 
heaven, and has been sent back as God’s ambassador 
to serve among men, a savor of life unto life and 


|: SEEMS, looking back over two generations of 


. death unto death in them that are saved and in them 


that-perish, until such occasion as the Father in another 
fulness of time ‘shall again send forth his Son, no 
longer a bearer of sin, but a King to reign in glory. 

So in one way or another, faltering, stumbling, re- 
sisting, and yet by infinite patience and grace brought 
back, the Word has been my journey’s companion, ac- 
companying and supporting me,— again, I say, perfectly 
identified with Christ whose promised coming gave 
birth to it at the Fall, nay, was gloriously foretold 
when God in creation sent forth his servant shafts of 
light at infinite speed, messengers to the remotest con- 
fines of his universe. 

My Traveling Companion _ 

When traveling, the Word ever goes with me, and 
time flies but too quickly as I drink at its refreshing 
springs. When visiting, my first thought is to close 
my chamber door and with open Bible to kneel and 
pray for all in the house while giving thanks and ask- 
ing for grace to grasp all new opportunities that may 
lie before me. Speaking of visiting, what a compan- 
ionship one enjoys completely isolated, shut up high 
above earth behind a mere number on the door of one 
of our. large hotels, with time to spend in searching 
the Word. : 

In our home, from the earliest recollections of any 
of our nine children, now all grown up, we have ever 
taken our spiritual and our corporeal meals together, 
morning and evening; prayer and, Bible reading in 
the morning and a reading in the evening, with dis- 
cussion, frank statements of opinions, and explanations, 
meeting our difficulties by comparing Scripture with 
Scripture. What is more comforting and convincing, 
whether I ‘understand a. particular matter or not, than 

to find that my Bible written through the ages has 
ever had it in mind and treats it consistently through- 
out: : 





Of late years, I strive for a little time alone, before 


: the lunch hour, for prayer and sometimes a brief Word 


{\ 
\f 


study... It-is my earnest conviction that the Christian 
world to-day greatly needs this added season of re- 
freshment and meditation at this time of the world’s 
day, that we may all visualize and judge the shortcom- 
ings and lost opportunities of a busy morning, confess 
them, and dedicate the heart afresh to the fresh re- 
lationships of the afternoon. Especially at this season 
should we bear in mind the crying need for Christ in 
our civil community, pleading for higher conceptions 
of personal obligations to stand for a Christian inter- 
pretation of civic righteousness only to be realized un- 
der the kingship of Christ. 

During ten busy years, while circulating on Lord’s 
Days in the churches in all parts of Maryland with my 
| friend, W. W. Davis, D.D., and speaking six, eight, 
lor more times ‘daily to audiences large and small, the 

messages I was most eager to give naturally guided the 
thinking and studies. of the week, especially in the eve- 
nings, usually free from professional duties. My 
talks at such gatherings have been limited to two 
themes: our need of a far profounder knowledge of 
(the Bible as ari essential to a healthy Christian life, 
j and the right use of the Lord’s Day spent at our 
/Father’s table partaking of the heavenly food, — “I 
| was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard. . . and 
... Saw... one like unto the Son of man.” 

While I do not deprecate such casual,- special mes- 
sages as are often demanded by distant assemblies and 
churches, the exigencies of a busy life have compelled 
ime to select that course which promises, the best spir- 


Still fresh in the minds of readers are the remark- 
able articles by Dr. Kelly on the fundamentals of 
the Christian faith, which were published last spring 
in The Sunday School Times, and which have since 
been brought together in the unique and widely 
circulated book, “A Scientific Man and the Bible” 
(The Sunday School Times, Philadelphia, $1.25). 
How does such an outstanding surgeon and scien- 
tist, in a life crowded with professional obligations, 
find time to study the Bible, and how did he ac- 
quire his unusual knowledge of the Word? Dr. 
Kelly gives the simple yet profound secrets of 
his Bible study in this article. 








itual harvest, so I have come for the past eighteen 
months pretty much to limit my public service to a 
Bible class where continuous constructive work can 
be done. I feel quite sure the choice is not an unwise 
one. 

Experience impels me seriously to question the good 
done those who listen to fresh speakers with their 
varying view-points every Lord’s Day; if they are 
“prominent men” they are apt to miss the precious 
Opportunity in discussing present-day topics and general 
social morality, while the people are starving for the 
Word. I feel sure also that our Lord’s Day, one in 
seven his sovereign right, ought to be observed better 
by most professing Christians. Who can estimate the 
harm of the Sunday papers, gay visiting parties, auto- 
mobile trips, and in many towns theaters, movies, and 
railroad excursions, all conspiring to rob God of the 
honor which is his due on his day? I take it that there 
is no positive command as to the keeping of the day 
in this new era of Grace instructing us just how to 
act on the Lord’s Day, for even human love never 
commands the loved one but imvites and then awaits 
love’s response. The neglect of our Father’s gracious 
invitation to appear on his special at-home day for 
its peculiar blessings is a far more serious matter than 
breaking a commandment. The trouble with world- 
tainted activities is not any inherent wickedness but 
the things they displace and the blessings lost. 

It is not my wish to suggest that the whole day 
should be spent in distinctive Christian. exercises, -but 
that all hours should take their decided tone from 
these, that they should be Spirit-permeated. Health- 
ful exercise, if not encroaching on others’ rights, may 
have its proper claims in restoring the body, but the 
real undercurrent of the day should be the promotion 
of holiness in the individual life by constant contact 
with the things of God. Above all else; should the 
automobile be used with caution, as wellas those games 
which draw men and boys from the churches. 

My present personal plan begins Sunday with the 
early morning communion service, and is followed by 
a Bible class, a family gathering at dinner, and the 
customary morning and evening Bible study and prayer, 
with professional obligations which have been made 
light. My hospital colleague sees and treats his char- 
ity cases Sunday morning, much like that distinguished 
orthopedist, Sir Robert Jones of Liverpool, who gives 
his free services every Sunday to the poor. 

Have we not good reason to give thanks that our 
Lord’s Day is the first and not, as in the Jewish dis- 
pensation, the last day of the week, and is thus the 
beginning of a new creation, looking forward and not 
backward? Thus does it inaugurate and give tone to 
the six days that follow, and sheds its hallowing' light 
and warmth down through the chill mists of earth 
until it links up with the next Lord’s Day. Surely it 
shou'd strike the dominant tone not only of the in- 
dividual but of the national life. Rob a people of their 
Lord’s Day, and no nation, or individual is truly blessed ; 
in such a community judgment of sin fails, righteous- 
ness is unknown, and the spiritual, and with it all the 
corporate life, becomes rapidly decadent. 

I discover in these later years much blessing in a 





The many readers who will undoubtedly desire 
this article on Dr. Kelly’s methods of Bible 
study, for distribution to friends, will be glad to 
know that it may be had in pamphlet form, at 40 
cents a dozen copies, $3 a hundred, or 4 cents each. 
For those who would like it in more substantial 
form, with larger type, and suitable for gifts to 
pastors, physicians, college friends and others, it 
may be had as a handsome booklet, at 25 cents 
each, or $2.50 a dozen. In ordering please ask for 
**How I Study My Bible,’’ by Dr. Kelly, indicating 
whether you wish the inexpensive pamphlets or the 
25-cent booklets, and address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 











habit of early retiring for’ rest, after a strenuous day 
of professional engagements, for a welcome season of 
quiet and detachment irom the world, devoted to 
prayer and to the study of the Word, in anticipation 
of the coming Bible class lesson. I feel sure in these 
days of famine of the Word it would be wise and 
profitable if we were all to devote evenings to the 
Bible; nothing so broadens the horizon, so stimulates 
thought, indeed it is comparable to a whole university 
course for culture. 

From boyhood up, I have found it a privilege to 
carry Gospels and Epistles and the Psalms and Isaiah 
in little books in my pocket, to redeem the odd moments 
on a street corner or in the street-car or while wait- 
ing at some engagement. Much of my reading has 
been a word study, for example, such words as “life,” 
“light,” “grace,” “witness,” “believe,” the “I am’s,” 
“Father,” “Spirit,” and many others in the Gospel of 
John, and as I study the words are marked in their 
context with a blue pencil to make a review easy. 
These little efforts are always fruitful and are easily 
passed on. A few extra Gospels are handy for friends 
becoming interested. 

One of my greatest helps in life is a red leather, hip- 
pocket note-book opening lengthwise, of about a hun- 
dred pages, in which I jot down striking verses for 
meditation during the day, or record any succinct, well 
clarified, convincing statement touching the Bible or 
any spiritual truth. This serves to keep one on the 
qut vive, calling for constant, discriminating attention 
to what is read and heard, and serving to crystallize 
great thoughts in the memory and to foster the loftier 
habits of thinking. Perhaps at a later date the Edi- 
tor will let me publish a few of these note-book ex- 
cerpts, as a further appeal for fellowship in the things 
that count with The Sunday School Times readers. 

And now let me speak yet more definitely about a 
plan of getting to know the Bible, not perhaps the best 
plan, but still a thoroughly workable one, which yields 
excellent results. 


The Only Approach to the Word 


My impregnable fortress, ever growing stronger as 
I use it, is the Bible, God’s living Word to man; the 
Bible, God’s only clear understandable message to man. 
If other voices are heard, as for example, those in his 
wonderful book of nature, the Word of his grace can- 
not do its true work in our hearts nor can*they be 
rightly apprehended until‘our Father is known in. this 
message through Christ. 

My conviction then is that I must know his Word 
well;. my’ Fathef, has written me a letter and I must 
read it until I am acquainted with all its particulars. 
If I conceive of it as more than a mere letter and 
rather as a Will, a Covenant, I must then examine it 
searchingly as a lawyer scans a legal document, seek- 
ing to grasp its every shade of meaning to apply it to 
my life. Now were it not for early training, I would 
perhaps make it a work of special merit to read it 
straight through from Genesis to Revelation —nor do 
I contend this is a poor way, but I think I know a 
better. A Christian training has brought me to real- 
ize that the Old Testament carries in all its parts the 
dominant note of expectation, while that of the New 
is realization; promise in the old, fulfilment in the New. 

So I turn to the New Testament, where the Gospel 
of John attracts me most, and there I begin at the 
outset by discovering a beginning antedating all God's 
creation of his material universe. “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God,” transcending all time and all creation, 
followed by the tremendous declaration and double as- 
severation for our perfect security, “The same was 
in the beginning with God,” and then the Incarnation 
verse with all that it implies, “And the Word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us’ ! 

How feeble and often tottering the first steps, what 
puzzles, what difficulties arise either out of one’s own 
reading or from the objections so glibly voiced by 
others ! 

I think as we begin we are all apt to pick out verses 
here and there with good ringing promises, ignoring 
the intervening portions more or less as mere con- 
nectives. Indeed, is not this the only use of the precious 
Epistles in many pulpits to-day—a hunting ground 
for texts? And-when we get outside the realm of 
the familiar texts how we flounder! 

How trite this complaint of some friend you seek 
to interest in the Book of books, —“I have tried to 
study the Bible, but I can’t understand it,” and then 
your painstaking efforts to solve his difficulties. I am 
sure that even bungling efforts are really helpful, as 
any honest dealing with God’s Word must bring 


some reward according to his promise in Isaiah . 


55:11, “My word... shall not return unto me void 
.-it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”’ 


But is not all this trouble about reading the Word | 
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solved as soon as one finds the right Teacher? The 
presence of God’s Spirit is doubtless recognized in 
some fashion by all who profess his name, but many 
Christians seem wofully vague as to his precise, defi- 
nite, and particular relation to their lives. Referring 
to him as a mysterious influence, or feeling that we 
must beseech him to come to earth to engage in some 
special work in our hearts, and yet again sending up 
earnest petitions not to leave us. These errors, largely 
also in our hymnology, I feel sure spring from a 
readiness to adopt the opinions of others, rather than by 
searching the Scriptures like the noble Bereans, dis- 
covering whether or not these things are so. And yet 
all these and like assumptions are gross errors which 
prevent the Spirit, who is Christ’s vicegerent on earth, 
from doing his great, continuous work in our hearts. 

It was, therefore, a great discovery when I found in 
the fourteenth chapter of John (1) that the Comforter 
came to earth at Pentecost to abide with us forever, 
(2) that while the world has a shibboleth that ‘“see- 
ing is believing,” we know and are sure that the real 
truth lies in the paradox, “believing is seeing,” and 
so we welcome the Comforter who is ever waiting to 
enter our hearts to find his true dwelling place, con- 
stituting the one essential difference between Chris- 
tians and the world, and (3) that, coming in Christ’s 
name, he becomes our great Teacher, clinching the 
truth of the sixteenth chapter that “when he, the Spirit 
of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth.” 

So I found my Teacher on whom to rely daily as 
my Father’s heaven-sent expounder of the Word, rep- 
resentative of our Lord Jesus Christ in this generation 
of the world, whom it is more “expedient” (that is 
to say better, more in accord with God’s “wisdom and 
prudence”) for us to have with us now than Christ 
himself, in his glorified body going about in our midst. 
And what shall one do with such a perfect Teacher 
but lean hard.on him, and begin each study of the 
Word with prayer, and be a diligent, expectant, and 
submissive pupil? Nor with such a Teacher, dare I 
dictate. what my daily portion in the Word is to be 
or what obvious spiritual gain he is immediately to 
impart, or indeed whether I am to enjoy at the moment 
a consciousness of any particular gain. 

I by no means infer from this that one must read 
in a haphazard way; on the contrary, it is imperative 
to seek grace to use all the wisdom our Father vouch- 
safes in deciding upon some promising line of study, 
accepting our natural interests as the guidance of his 
Spirit both in the selection and in the instruction which 
is to follow. 

It is well for one who has thus come to recognize 
the presence and work of the Spirit to read the Gos- 
pels and mark every passage mentioning the Spirit and 
his work. He will be struck first by his offices at 
our Lord’s first coming among us, from birth to bap- 
tism and temptation. Then, during Christ’s ministry, 
attention, to the exclusion of all else, is focussed on 
himself, and the Spirit withdraws from view though 
obviously ever clearly in Christ’s mind, as occasional 
references plainly indicate. Finally, as our Lord pre- 
pares to depart, he begins to dwell upon the person and 
offices of the Spirit’s coming to be, our Comforter, 
Guide, Teachér, the source of all grace and power, and 
the Spirit of Love in us as we move among our fellows. 

With this vivid impression, we turn inquiringly to 
the Acts of the Apostles, where we at once discover 
God’s Holy Spirit coming inj like a flood, filling, trans- 
forming, teaching, leading, controlling the yielded wills 
of the disciples. He is present on every page and 
named about as many times in this one book as in 
all four Gospels. The Epistles, too, are dominated by 
their author, the Spirit of God, ever testifying not of 
himself but of the Christ of God and our exalted 
heavenly relations in him. 

Companying with the Spirit, the Word at once glows 
with new meanings, and difficulties vanish one by one, 
and new power enters into the hitherto vacant life. I 
find, too, that those seemingly unimportant connective 
portions of Scripture now often reveal the most vital 
truths. I now hunger for my spiritual food and take 
my place with zest at my Father’s table and, strength- 
ened, go forth to serve, and can say that “old things 
are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 

He who thus seeks the guidance of God’s Spirit 
will consume his Bible in larger portions, will 
ferret out the great messages of books, as well as of 
texts, will eagerly welcome all light upon the Word, 
whether from the Greek text or archeologist’s spade, 
and will store up in his treasury things new and old. 
He will at once begin to unravel the knot of the mutual 
adjustments of the Old Testament books, fitting them 
into their proper historical settings. All information 
about the land, its people, and their customs, which 
shed light upon the Word will have a profound interest. 

And how about the numerous Bible helps,1 the many 
good books written about the Bible? Invaluable and 
indispensable, but the help must always remain entirely 
subsidiary to the Word itself. Nothing is more futile 
than time spent reading religious and pious books, if 
the Bible is neglected, and yet many do that very thing 
because it seems easier. Those books are often best 
in which Scripture is quoted oftenest; and how like 
diamonds the living words scintillate on the printed 


page. 
I find much help in Cruden’s and Walker’s 
Concordances. And yet some of the best trained 


Christians never use a concordance, trusting more to 
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a growing knowledge of the Scripture itself; perhaps 
if I were younger and memory more supple, I would 
begin that way, too. As I work now, it seems it would 
be harder to trace the harmonies in Scripture if I 
could not make my word studies with the help of a 
concordance. Young’s big concordance is helpful in 
tracing the Hebrew and Greek words. In a line with 
a concordance, I find Fausset’s and Eadie’s Bible Cyclo- 
pedias helpful, opening up mines of wealth; for geo- 
graphical data, they are unsurpassed. As a com- 
mentary, I like Jamieson, Fausset and Brown, especially 
in the prophets. As great a stimulus as I have ever 
had, has come from the Rev. Thomas D. Bernard’s 
“Progress of Doctrine in the New Testament,” and his 
“Central Teaching of Christ.” Among little books, 
I like “My Counsellor” with daily morning and eve- 
ning readings, grouped by some spiritually minded 
Christian with a remarkable knowledge of Scripture. 
But I must not continue, for each must discover his 
own best helps. 

I give away more Gospels than any other book in 
trying to interest friends seriously in the Christian 
faith; this throws the responsibility for the result 
more upon my Fathei. 

And now for my greatest secret for every day com- 
mon folks, known through the ages and yet ever need- 
ing to be restated and learned afresh as generation 
succeeds generation. It is this. The very best way 
to study the Bible is simply to read it daily with close 
attention and with prayer to see the light that shines 
from its pages, to meditate upon it, and to continue to 
read it until somehow it works itself, its words, its 
expressions, its teachings, its habits of thought, and 
its presentation of Ged and his Christ into the very 
warp and woof of one’s being. No, there is nothing 
remarkable about that, it is wonderfully simple. But tt 
works, and one does come, in this way, to know the 
Bible and to understand it. 

What appears, to a beginner, as a great knowledge 
of the Bible is thus often only the natural result of 
a persevering use of the simplest of all means and 
methods, namely, reading the Book day by day until 
it becomes extremely familiar in all its parts. 

When as a young doctor I went to live in Kensing- 





1 Reference books mentioned by Dr. Kelly may be ordered 
through The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, at the following prices: 

Cruden’s “Concordance to the Holy Scriptures,” popular 
(Eadie’s) edition, $1.50; workers’ reference edition, cloth, 
$2.25; half leather, $3. 

Walker’s “Comprehensive Concordance to the Holy Serip- 
tures,” cloth, $3; half leather, $3.75. 

Young’s “Analytical Concordange to the Bible,” cloth, 
$7.50; half Morocco, $15, thumb index, 75 cents extra; Bible 
paper edition, cloth, $17; full limp Morocco, $24. 

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown’s “A Commentary, Critical 
and Explanatory on the Whole Bible,” $7.50. 

Bernard’s “Progress of Doctrine in the New Testament,” 
$2.40. ; 

Bernard’s “Central Teaching of Christ,” $3. 

“My Counsellor,” cloth, $1.25; French Morocco, $2. 

Fausset’s and Eadie’s Bible Cyclopedias are probably out 
of print. 
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ton, Philadelphia, among the vast army of mill workers, 
in the midst of the intricate array of crowded streets, 
large and small, it seemed almost impossible that any 
one could ever come to move about freely in such a 
warren. But month by month and year by year, as 
they were traversed day by day, it became at last a 
sort of a second nature to go direct to street and 
house without apparent thought. So with the Word, 
the streets and the lanes of the City of God, an 
earnest reading, day by day, soon begets an inspiring 
familiarity with all its parts. It need not be such a 
question of hard study but rather of stick-at-it-iveness 
and of absorption like a dry sponge dipped in warm 
water. 

_ Take histories of the kingdoms of Judah and Israel 
in the Old Testament; at first sight one is inclined to 
ask what have these ancient documents to do with the 
modern world? Very much indeed, for nowhere in 
this wide world is there a people whose history is so 
important as that of the Jews; not English, nor yet our 
own American history, and yet an eminent theologian 
recently declared that he saw no spiritual use for 
Kings and Chronicles! The great lesson taught there 
in these ancient records, one of life’s chiefest lessons, 
is the never failing tender watchfulness of God over 
his people in spite of all their sin, all their defections, 
his infinite patience, and his ever readiness to forgive 
at the first signs of any sincere repentance. This 
priceless quality, which I find indelibly registered in 
Jewish history, I then apply unhesitatingly and with 
profound thankfulness to my own case, for have I 
not often sinned as they did, nay, sinned more, against 
a far greater light? And has he not also ever graciously 
welcomed me back, too? Truly he is a God the same 
yesterday, to-day, and forever, “For I am Jehovah, I 
change not.” As I read the histories of the kings, I 
adjust the prophets to their respective places and so 
read the Old Testament as a connected whole. 

In reading books about the Bible, I make it a rule 
to verify references and examine their Scriptural set- 
ting; this often starts considerable-‘reading on side 
lines and helps build up a fruitful Scripture familiarity, 

There is an_ omnipresent blessed reflex relationship 
between New Testament and Old, the Old ever urging 
“Hasten forward to the New for I am incomplete,” 
while the New cries, “Back to the Old, for by me the 
Old has become New.” 


Is not the prophecy of Isaiah but one great Old Tes- | 


tament Gospel? Are not the sacred earthly experiences 
of the Man of Sorrows found everywhere hidden se- 
curely away from uwmnbelieving eyes in the Psalms? 
And what promises there are in the Old fulfilled in 
the New, and what glories, unfulfilled and yet to be 
— into which believing we cast our anchor of 
ope , 

Let my daily Bible then be my rock and my citadel, 
my high tower overlooking the city of Zion, where I 
dwell secure from all the wiles of the enemy, the sword 
of my spirit for defensive and offensive warfare on 
the arch enemy of our souls,—an armory full of 
weapons, not carnal, but spiritual and mighty through 
God to the casting down of strongholds. 

BALTIMORE, Mp. 
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the English translation of the Bible, the transla- 

tion which is familiar to us as the face of 
mother or wife or child, was finished and was given 
to the world. The Tercentenary fastened our atten- 
tion on our race and people. It reminded us of that 
which is the most precious possession of English-speak- 
ing men and women and children. Of. course, the 
Word of God had been rendered into our language 
before 1611. John Wycliffe had done his wise and 
valorous part. William Tyndale, the scholar, the hero, 
the martyr, had prepared the way for the Authorized 
Version; on every page of it we are listening to his 
accents and are walking’ in the path he has marked out. 
But it was King James and his Revisers who actually 
gave us the Book which is the teacher and friend 
of our infancy and our youth, our maturity and our 
age. The monarch does not rank among the stateliest 
and noblest figures in our history. He was both child- 
ish and churlish. He kindled the righteous anger of our 
fathers by the stubbornness with which he opposed 
the dearest aspirations of their souls. But, promoted 


Me= than three hundred and thirteen years ago, 


by one motive or by another, he was determined that 
the new translation of the Bible should be carried 
through; he set aside every objection which his advisers 
urged on him; and he at least has made all of us 
who “speak the tongue that Shakespere spoke” his 
grateful and limitless debtors. “The marvelous Eng- 
lish of the Protestant Bible,” says a famous Roman 
Catholic, “lives on the ear like music that can never 
be forgotten, and like the sound of church bells. Its 
felicities seem often to be things rather than words. 
It is part of the national mind and the anchor of the 
national seriousness. The memory of the dead passes 
into it. It is representative of a man’s best moments; 
all that there has been about him of soft and gentle 
and pure and penitent and good speaks to him out of 
it. It is his sacred thing, which doubt never dimmed, 
and controversy never soiled.” 

And this long period of time furnishes us with a new 
illustration of the truth of the text, The Word of God 
is living. We do not celebrate exhausted forces, effete 
influences, dead royalties; this force is vital, this in- 
fluence is potent, this royalty marches prospering, and 
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Lesscn for February 7 
Johu 9 : 1-41 


‘ goes from strength to strength. For a little let us- 


think ‘of the living Book, the living Author, and the 
living Reader, 
THERE IS THE Livinc Book 

Its: life is independent of time. It is old, and yet 
it is voung. You look at King James’ translators, 
busy in Oxford and Cambridge and in Westminster, 
Fifteen centuries, separate them from the age of John, 
the latest of the penmen of Scripture; and how much 
more. than fifteen centuries from the age of Amos 
and David and Moses! But the messages of John 
and Amos and David and Moses admonish and in- 
struct and energize and comfort them as no other mes- 
sages do; and that makes them eager to impart them 
to their fellov.citizens. Other three hundred years 
have fled since they completed their task— three hun- 
dred years which have witnessed the birth and growth 
of modern science, the overturning of countless old- 
world beliefs, the rise and fall of many. theories, the 
splendor and eclipse of names that shone radiantly 
once. But the Book holds on its way, and its pulse 
beats as vigorously as ever, and its voice has lost 
none of its fulness, none of its penetration, and none 
of its beauty. Perhaps you have at home the Bible 
that was used by an ancestor of yours who left the 
world long years before you were born; and between 
two of its pages you come on a relic of the past—a 
rose-leaf, a sprig of heliotrope, a forget-me-not. The 
color is gone, the scent has .evaporated, the grace of 
form is crushed out of recognition. You must touch 
it tenderly, or it will crumble into dust and disappear. 
It abides as human things abide; it does not live as 
divine things live. But the promise on which the faded 
flower was lying not only abides but lives. Its tints 
are as rich as before, its fragrance as sweet, its bene- 
an as overflowing. The Book’s life is independent 
of time, 

It is independent of place too. It is Eastern, and 
just as-unmistakably it is Western. East and West — 
“never the twatm shall meet,” we say; but the Bible 
draws them together, for it addresses both of them 
with equal power and effectiveness. The East is con- 
templative; the West is active. The East is patient; 
the West is eager. The East gazes backward with 
wistfulness and regret; the West stretches forward 
with determination and hope. . But God’s Word has 
its truths which suit each, its commandments which 
guide each, its quickening Spirit who makes each a 
new creation, its saving Christ who forgives each its 
sins and leads it from its distance into the family of 
the Father. It came to us from the East, from the 
rocks of Sinai and the temple-courts of Jerusalem and 
the waters of Babylon, from Bethlehem and Calvary 
and Olivet. It searches us, humbles us, condemns us, 
redeems us, regenerates us, perfects us, sons and daugh- 
ters of the West, as none of the masterpieces of our 
own literature has done or can do. And now we are 
sending it again to the East, to the Jews among whom 
it had its birth, and to vast Gentile communities still 
nearer the sun-rising; and nowhere is it on alien terri- 
tory; nowhere is it outwitted and baffled and van- 
quished; it gains its converts and its lovers wherever 
it finds itself. What a surprising Book is this, which 
in all the climates and all the zones brims over with 
victorious life! ’ 

Its life, in fact, is independént of every obstacle. 
In one of his books Henry Rogers has a great chapter 
on “The Exceptional Position of the Bible in the 
World”; and, in the course of it, he bids us consider 
the multitude of tracts and treatises which have been 
written against God’s Word, to confute its claims, to 
prove it incredible, to argue that at the best it is a 
mixture of wisdom and of folly. They would fill an 
immense library. They have left,no weapon untried: 
ridicule, reproach, anger, scorn, Their aim has been 
to destroy the Law and the Gospel, Old Testament and 
New. Have they succeeded? No, the Book has 
laughed at the shaking of the spear; it is the assail- 


‘ants that have been routed, not the assailed. Their 


attacks are soon blotted from the memories of men, 
while it moves forward unscathed in calmness and 
majesty. It is as if a glorious ship were sailing down 
a river like the Amazon, and from the creeks and in- 
lets the canoes of the savages sallied out, to discharge 
their arrows against it and to stop its progress. But 
how futile is their enterprise! The vessel does not 
swerve from its course, and does not fire a shot; its 
enemies, not its friends, are covered with shame. The 
triumphant Life of the Book! 
But behind the Book there is the Author — 


Tue Livinc AutHor. To Him WE Turn Next 

From God, who is the same yesterday, to-day, and: 
for ever, the Book proceeds. He gave it its being at 
first. He resides within it perpetually. God the Father 
draws near us in these chapters and verses. That is 
a memorable day when we receive a letter from a dis- 
tant land and an absent friend; we are intent on its 
details; we do not wish to overlook or to misunder- 
stand a single particular. And what if the land should 
be the heavenly country? and what if the Friend should 
be God? This is his missive to his children on earth.- 
They have grieved him, revolted from him, broken his 
law and his heart. But, instead of forsaking them, 
he hungers and thirsts to establish a union of recon- 
ciliation and love. So he opens his mind. He unfolds 
his character, its justice and its mercy, its holiness and 
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its grace. He preaches his Gospel of salvation through 
Christ — how it solves every problem, how it meets 
every necessity, how it honors his righteousness and 
gives effect to his compassion, how it avails for the 
chief of sinners, He calls insistently, tenderly, to those 
of us who have disobeyed him oftenest and vexed him 
most. And once he prevaiis with us, once he has 
brought us into his family again, what counsels he has 
for us, what assurances, what~ secrets with which a 
stranger cannot intermeddle! The Bible is the speech 
of the Father, 


God the Son meets us in the Holy Book. He is its 
center and round him it revolves. Abraham greeted 
his day. The men of Israel drank of the spiritual 
Rock which followed them in their journeyings, and 
Christ was that Rock, The testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy. The earlier writings herald his 
approach, and the later writings disclose the fulness 
of his redemption and his glory; and like a chain of 
priceless pearls he binds the whole together. And he 
is no Saviour of the past, whose work is done and 
who rests from his labors. He is a Saviour of the 
present, alive, unwearied, mighty. Guilty souls are 
testing him at this instant, as evangelist and apostle re- 
veal him at his Cross and in his invitations; and he 
rids.them of the burden which weighs them down. 
Sorrowful and stricken hearts cry to him from their 
depths; and he answers them with that strong conso- 
lation for which they yearn. His servants, fighting 
his battle and feeling its tremendous difficulty, appeal 
to him for aid; and out of his Word it is as if his 
very voice were heard, banishing their fear and equip- 
ping them with courage and resource. The living 


Christ employs the living Book, all the days, even to 
the end, 


God the Spirit encounters us in the contents of Scrip- 
ture, He directed the thought and the language of 
the holy men who inscribed them on their parchments ; 
but that was merely the beginning of his activity. He 
has his shrine and dwelling in Scripture still. It is 
he who lifts the truth above the trammels of condition 
and circumstance. It is he who is always finding fresh 
meanings and applications for tit. It is he who, when 
we consult it with a frank and unprejudiced and teach- 


able temper, compels it to warn us, correct us, convert * 


us, educate and sanctify us, with such seasonableness, 


‘such incisiveness, and such irresistible mastery as if it 


had never been intended for any but for ourselves 
alone. You stand at the grave of some giant of a 
former generation: at George Washington’s grave in 
the grounds of Mount Vernon, at Thomas Chalmers’ 
in the Grange Cemetery of Edinburgh, at David Liv- 
ingstone’s in Westminster Abbey: and you must be 
cold and callous if you are not moved to fine issues and 
high resolves. Being dead, these princely men yet 
speak. But, being alive—and that is an infinitely 
greater thing —the Word of God yet speaks. The 
Spirit inhabits it, wields it, works miracles by it. 

How solemn it is to possess such a Book! How 
blessed it may be to bend over it! Before we are 
aware, the living Author may have us in his grasp. 

So we are led to our last thought. When, the Author 
turns the Book to good account. 


THERE IS THE Livinc READER 


It brings us life in its commencement. Yow see 
what the verse says about it. It is sharper than a two- 
edged sword. It thrusts and pierces where no other 
sword is able to go, to the deep and hidden places of 
our nature. It lays bare our fleeting fancies and our 
fixed ideas, our worthless confidences and hopes, our 
pride, our despair, our sin. It slays the old life be- 
fore it creates the new. But having killed, it re- 
vives and heals. It conducts us to Jesus in his person, 
his work, his death, his resurrection, his mercy to par- 
don, his grace to help. It so commends him that we 
cannet but “venture on him for our everlasting relief.” 
Our true life is born, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, 

Then it brings us life‘in its growth. Do you want 
to be a real Christian, consistent, holy, fearless; skilled 
in the mysteries of the Kingdom, glorifying God your 
Saviour? Do you want to bid farewell to the first 
principles of the doctrine of Christ, to advance in 
knowledge and in power, to be a workman not needing 
to be ashamed? You must spend more time in the 
company of the Word of God. If you come to it every 
day, prayerfully, quietly, expectantly, lovingly, not a 
week will terminate without emancipating you from 
some failing and bestowing on you some virtue; not 
a year will run to its close without raising you to 
fuller participation in the likeness of Jesus. Disciples 
who grow are disciples who cultivate friendship with 
the Book and fits Author. 

And it brings us life in its contagion. We cannot 
learn its lessons, we cannot breathe its atmosphere, 
we cannot be baptized into its benevolence and liber- 
ality, and remain self-centered and selfish. Its health, 
its aroma, its potency, will flow from us into others. 
Our speech will communicate them. Our behavior will 
demonstrate their value. If we are as steeped and 
saturated in the Bible as we ought to be, drenched 
with its dews, anointed with its unction, tingling to 
the finger-tips with its vitality, it would be impossible 
for us to walk up and down among our fellowmen 
without their catching the wholesome, beneficent, in- 
vigorating infection. They would betake themselves to 
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what had so transfigured us. Like the Samaritans, they 
would go out to see the Christ with their own eyes. 
How desirable, how good, is such a contagious life! 

By and by it will bring us life in its consummation. 
I read lately the verses of one of our latest writers. 
They are haunted by the specter of death. “Death,” 
his biographer says, “was always his enemy, and he 
always feared it. Death took from him his nearest 
and dearest and most admired friends. Death was the 
occasion of the greater number of his finest poems.” 
Once it was a young girl: “You that were so free- 
hearted and so fair, made for life and air, now to lie 
where no man’s lore can restore you that were, and 
are no more.” And again, it was a favorite teacher 
and companion: “I go mourning for my friend, that 
for all my mourning stirs nor murmurs in his sleep, 
nor even dreams now of returning half my soul that 
he has taken—oh, because he will not waken, I go 
mourning for my friend that stirs nor murmurs in 
his sleep.” But God’s Word is not haunted by the 
specter of death. It rings with the song and promise 
of immortality. He that liveth and believeth in Christ, 
it declares, shall never die. And as we hearken to it 
and to him, we become heirs of an inheritance that 
fadeth not away. Our life is life consummate, crowned, 
eternal. 

Who are so happy as the right readers of the Book? 
And would that we were better readers! Let us con- 
fess our sins against the Bible, our neglect, our irrev- 
erence, our unbelief. And let us seek grace to love it 
with a profounder and more constant love. 
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An inspiring devotional book by the late Dr. 
Smellie is “Service and Inspiration.” Companion 
volumes are “The Well by the Way” and “Out of the 
Desert a Gift.” Each book may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, at $1.50 each, or at the special price of $4, 
postpaid, for the set of three. 
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Alphabetical Verses for Juniors 
By Edith Marryatt 


Linking Bible verses with the alphabet has long been rec- 
ognized as a valuable memory method for young folks. In 
addition to the verses suggested in this article, *‘ Bible 
Alphabets and Memory Work,”’ an attractive and compact 
pamphlet compiled by Alan S. Pearce, will be found to 
contain many helpful ideas for Bible memorizing. It may 
be had from The Sunday School Times Company, Philadel- 
phia, at 25 cents. 


oo the scriptures; for in them ye think ye 

have eternal life: and they are they which tes- 

tify of me” (John 5:39). 

A Psalms 37:16; 42:1; 103: 12, 15; Proverbs 15:1; 
17: 22; 22:1; Isaiah 60:1; Matthew 7:7; 3:17. 

B Psalms"3r: 24; 37: 11, 39; 103: 1, 2; 113:2; Prov- 
erbs 4:18; 22:4; Luke 12:31; Matthew 5: 3- 
1d, 46° 0:33 7: 47 1 Jou: 3:1, 2; 8 Peter 3: 
15; Romans 12: 10, 14, 16, 21; James 3:17; 5: 12. 

C Psalms 37:5, 8; Proverbs 16:3; Ecclesiastes 11: 
1; Isaiah 1:18; Matthew 11:28; Luke 12:24, 
27> 1 Peter §: 7. 

D Psalms 34:14; 37:4, 27; James 4:8 (first clause). 

E Psalms 100:4; Matthew 7:13; James 1:17; 3:5- 

F Psalms 103:11; Isaiah 55:8, 9; Matthew 11: 30; 
16:25, 26; Luke 12: 32, 34; Romans 10: 10, 13; 
James 2: 26, 

G Psalms 29:1, 2; 46:1; 48:1; 96:7, 8; 105: 33 
Proverbs 13: 15. 

H Psalms 91:1; Proverbs 8: 33; Isaiah 55:1; James 
4:10; 1 Peter 5:6. 

I Psalms 32:8:-3421; 40:13 712133 80: 1;.122:1; 

144:9; Romans 12:18; James 1:5. 

J Matthew 7:1; Hebrews 13:8; John 3:3. 

K Psalms 34:13; 1 Corinthians 3:16; Jude 21. 

L Psalms 19:14; Isaiah 55:7; John 14:1; Romans 
12:9; Hebrews 4:16; 13:5. 

M Psalms 5:3; 32:10; 71:23; 89:34; 98:4. 

N Psalms 115:1; Matthew 7:21; Hebrews 11:1. 

O Psalms 7:1; 33:20; 95:1, 6; 96:1, 9; 98:1; 118: 
1: 130: 1. 

P Psalms 16:13 I11:1%3; 112:13 113:1; 1 Thessa- 
‘lonians 5:17, 21. 

Q 1 Thessalonians 5:19; Psalms 119: 88; 143: 11. 

R Psalms 33:1; Ecclesiastes i2:1; 1 Thessalonians 
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5:16. 

S Psalms 68:32; 80:18; 81:1; 85:7, 9; 98:5; 139: 
.23, 24; Isaiah 55:6; 2 Timothy 2:15. 

T Psalms 19:1; 23:1; 27:1; 28:7; 37:3; 119: 105; 
125:1; Matthew 6:34; Romans 12:20; 2 Tim- 
othy 2:1, 3. 

U Psalms 25:1; 28:13 59:17; 75:1. 

V John 5:24; 6:47. 

W Psalms 8:3, 4; Proverbs 20:1; Luke 21:36; 1 
Corinthians 10: 31; Hebrews 13: 12. 

X Psalms 26:2; 2 Corinthians 13: 5. 

Y Psalms 23:4; Matthew 7: 16. 
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Bible Memorizing in Your Sunday School 


One way in which you may help gehen boys and girls 
to hide the Word in their h 


EMORIZING of Scripture in most Sunday- 

schools, if the matter is even attempted, is frag- 
mentary, disconnected, and superficial. But a quarter 
of a century ago it was receiving attention, in a most 
systematic manner and with splendid results in a 
Canadian town, The method seems to have such 
merit and the report of results was so excellent that 
what is here given is taken from a manuscript pre- 
pared years ago by Mr. Arthur W. Wright, now de- 
ceased, It is quite within the range of possibilities 
that this article may cgme to the attention of some 
who rece.ved lasting benefit from the plan and who 
may be disposed to bear testimony to the great value 
of seeking to “hide God’s Word in the heart.” The 
Sunday-school was at Galt, Ontario; the pastor was 
Dr. Dickson, and the superintendent, William Wier. 

The certificate of Sunday-school Membership con- 
tained a cut of the church building, two appropriate 
Scripture texts, places for the signatures of pastor and 
superintendent, and these words, “This is to certify 
2 rer ee is a member of the Bible school 
of this Church. Standing and honors, as they are at- 
tained, will be indicated by seals attached.” This cer- 
tificate had very wide margins which gave plenty of 
room for attaching the seals in such arrangement as 
the fancy of the owner might suggest. 

Seals were of several different colors and about 
one inch in diameter. Each color represented a de- 
partment or position in the school, and the work of 
memorizing or other attainment for which it was 
granted was indicated by the wording on it. The suc- 
cess of the plan was so marked as to quickly exhaust 
the printed supply and then, as a measure of economy, 
seal paper was gotten in sheets, and, by use of a die, 
the seals were cut out and the words which indicated 
what it was granted for were printed on it by means 
of a rubber stamp with movable letters. 

“The matter of participating is left quite open. The 
certificate is not granted until the desire to possess one 
has been evinced by earning at least one seal. Once 
begun, the collecting of seals is likely to increase. 
One merit of this plan is that scholars are led naturally 
and gradually into the work and have something pretty 
and tangible at each step. The zeal of many has been 
great and promises to be lasting. Teachers, as well as 
scholars, enter heartily into the work.” 


THB SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A neat paper book mark was used to bring the mat- 
ter to the attention of all. It gave information (1) as 
to the ground of the certificate award, (2) what each 
seal color represented, and (3) what work must be 
done to secure it. This work included regularity of 
attendance at the school sessions, memorizing of Scrip- 
ture texts and other material, proficiency in Bible 
knowledge; all except the last being ascertained by 


Satisfactory examinations and tests. Especially inter-. 


esting is the view-point expressed in the following: 
“The home is the best place for giving and getting re- 
ligious instruction, The church and the Sabbath-school 
are valuable, mainly for giving stimulus and direction. 
Will parents and other friends of the young kindly 
give all assistance in their power in bringing fres 

minds and tender hearts under the influence of Chris- 
tian truth?” 

As to examinations and tests: “Before seals are 
granted for memorizing there should be three tests: 
(1) By the parent or some one else in the home, (2) 
by the teacher, in class or at some other time agreed 
upon, (3) by one of the superintendents of the school, 
at times and places arranged for. After the first 
few weeks it was found the teachers could hear the 
recitations in their classes, and the superintendents, of 
whom there were six, in the recess of twenty minutes 
or so between Sunday-school and the morning church 
service, The superintendents use prepared blanks for 
noting the particulars of the recitation. These slips 
are handed in to the ‘Seal Secretary,’ who is a very 
important officer. He prepares the seals, encloses the 
proper ones in small envelopes, distributes these 
the = Sunday, and keeps a careful record of the 
wor 

The school, with a total attendance of about two 
hundred, in the first. six months of the operation of 
the plan, gave the following results: “One hundred 
and thirty-three certificates had been granted; 755 
seals were earned, and memorizing equivalent to over 
7,100 verses of Scripture had been done; 121 had re- 
peated the Lord’s Prayer; 68, the first Psalm; 20, the 
nineteenth Psalm; 81, the seventy-third Psalm; 65, 
the Ten Commandments; 52, the books of the Bible 
in order; 39, the “Beatitudes”; 14, the fifty-third chap- 
ter of Isaiah; 6, the fourteenth chapter of John; 109, 
the thirteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians; 2, the shorter 
catechism; 4, the Sermon on the Mount: and so on, 
One teacher had won 31 seals, and one scholar 28, 


and very many a dozen or more.” “Reviewing after - 


the seals have been obtained is encouraged.” 








How a mother, by her own attitude, 
taught her children to love the Word 








Why My Children Read and Love the Bible 


By Helen R. Blankenship 





' the curtain (which was 5 cubits high) numbered 20 











A large contributing factor to the lawlessness among the young people of to-day is undeniably the lack of knowl- 

edge of and respect for God’s Word both on their own part ond on the part of their parents. A Sunday-school 

teacher not long ago took over a class of boys of the average age of fourteen years. To his amazement he found 

that they not only did not know where to find the most simple Bible stories, but that they were totally ignorant 

the sequence of events and the names of the characters in many of the stories that should have been familiar to 

them in their primary school days. Do you long to have your children not only know the Bible but eager to read 
it? Perhaps this mother’s method may suggest how you may help your children te love the Scriptures. 


Y BOY, aged thirteen, and two little girls, aged 
ten and eleven, have each’ finished reading the 
Bible through. The boy is in Joshua on the second 
round. Friends have expressed surprise that young 


* children would read the’ Bible through, with pleasure 


and interest, without being forced. The first year I 
taught in the ‘public schools I complained to a fellow 
teacher that my pupils did not like drawing. 

“If you like it, they'll like it,” was her terse reply, 
the wisdom of which I proved in many an after day’ 
and hour. 

It_is the same with children in the home. I love 
the Bible. I praise my Father that he has given me, 
in answer to prayer, a passion for his Word. While 
the children were still little ones about my knee I 
began to wonder, How can I best interest them? What 
means and devices, if any, shall I use to incite them 
to an evergrowmg knowledge and love of the one Book 
needful, in these days of “funny papers,” and endless 
stories and magazines? 

I am so glad I had heard that story of Susanna 
Wesley, who was the mother of nineteen children, 
and held them all for God. When asked how she did 
it, she replied, “By getting hold of their hearts in their 
youth, and never losing my grip.” I must see to it 
that the Bible got hold of their hearts in their youth 
and never lost its grip. 

The pastor of our church always remembered the 
birthday of every child in the Sunday-school with a 
pretty card, and on it he would write, “Learn Psalm 
so-and-so,” or “Look up 2 Samuel such-and-such,” or 
the like. One of the verses recommended was Zech- 
ariah 8:5: “The streets of the city shall be full of 
boys and girls playing im the streets thereof.” This 
charmed their fancy, and they never tired of saying 
it over and over. Each was encouraged to repeat a 
verse at family worship, Soon they were counting how 
many verses they knew by heart. The youngest girl, 


when five years of age, stood before a large assembly in 
the city high school where I was then teaching, and 
repeated seventy-five verses from memory, some of 
them in French as well as. in English, to the surprise 
and inspiration of the high school pupils. 

Remembering my childhood experience, when I was 
taught in Sunday-school from “quarterlies,” and had 
no realization of the continuity of the Bible until I 
heard that matchless teacher, William R. Newell of 
the Moody Bible Institute, expound the Word before a 


giant class in the old Lizht Guard Armory, Detroit, 


in the winters of 1900, 1901, and, 1902, I now had each 
child select a memory verse from every book in the 
Bible in order, and copy these verses, giving book and 
chapter and verse, in neat blank books. Thus they 
learned not only to repeat the names and order of 
the books of the Bible, but a verse from each book. 


I had been told that in Scotland the Book of Prov-. 


erbs used to be widely used as a first reader for chil- 
dren, because of its unusually large vocabulary of 
words of one syllable. I decided to get for the chil- 
dren, then eleven, nine, and eight years old, Bibles 
of their own, and start them reading them through with 
the view of finishing in a year. I gave them for 
Christmas presents, a button-flap pocket Bible, for the 
boy, a self-pronouncing, illustrated Bible with helps 
for the oldest girl, and the “Christmas special” of the 
firm, a “perfect little gem” bound in purple leather and 
illustrated in colors for the youngest girl. Be sure 
to get a pocket Bible for your boy, and let it abide in 
his Sunday coat pocket, if you want him to hold it 
up in Sunday-school when “Bibles present” are counted. 

The children were eager to read their new Bibles. 
I made two rules: read three chapters a day, and read 
them before you read anything else. At first I often 
had to say, “Lay down that Youth’s Companion (or 
Sunday-school paper, or Great Expectations) till you 
have read your Bible,” but soon the habit was formed, 


. directive energy for its illumination. There was light, 
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and now the girls often put their Bibles under thein 
pillows at night to read them before rising in th 
morning, “as mother does,” and the boy voluntarily 
takes up his Bible the first thing after breakfast befo: 
morning chores. All excel in_ their Sunday-school 
classes, and their teachers tell me how much easier it is 
to mterest children who have “Bible background.” I 
am now allowing them to read at choice, not less than, 
a chapter a day, and requiring them to memorize one 
verse a day, 

I find the Bible itself much more interesting than! 
Bible story books of any kind. In reading the stories 
to my little boy of five I read from the Bible itself, 
only replacing obsolete or unknown words by familiar 
synonyms, Now that the superintendent of our Sun- 
day-school asks a report on chapters read by or read 
to each child weekly, Rob asks to have at least one ~ 
chapter a day read to him, and sometimes raises his | 
demands to four or five. The passage in Isaiah 11 
beginning, “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,” 
is his favorite, and he has memorized it. The Book 
of Revelation he wants to hear over and over. As 
his brother was reading Revelation 9 to him one eve- \ 
ning, and paused to clear his throat after beginning ‘ 
the third verse, “And there came out of the smoke —’ 
the little boy astonisHed him by shouting, — “locusts |” 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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The Lights in the Tabernacle 
By E. J. Pace, D.D. 


A sidelight for the lesson cartoon shown on page 46 of this 
issue of The Sunday School Times 


HE tabernacle in the wilderness, fashioned accord- 

ing to the divinely-given pattern (Exod. 26: 30), 
was built; like man, in three compartments, each com- 
partment illuminated by a different kind of..light. 

Man is a_three-in-one being made in the image of 
the triune God. He is “spirit and soul and body” (1 
Thess. 5:23). By means of his body, he communicates 
with the visible creation; by means of his spirit he 
communes with thé invisible Creator. How suggestive 
of these three parts of man’s nature are the three com- 
partments.of the tabernacle. 

1. First, theré was the “court of the tabernacle” 
(Exod. 27:9), open te the light of day, built like the 
human body ‘on the principle of two and five. The 
dimensions were 100 cubits (2 squared X 5 squared) 
by 50 cubits (2 & 5 squared). The pillars supporting 





(2 squared X 5) on the north side, and as many on 
the south side; while the pillars on east and west ends 
numbered respectively 10 (2 X 5). Think for a moment 
of the 2’s and 5’s of the human body. The trunk has 
five appendages,—a head, two arms and two legs. 
Each arm and each leg terminates in either five fingers 
or five toes. There are two eyes, two ears, two lungs, 
two halves of the heart, and so on. The outer court 
powerfully suggésts the body, illumined by the light of 
nature, the sun. 

2, There stood the real sanctuary within the court, 
its contents hidden from view, and itself divided into 
two parts. Suggestive of the five avenues of bodily 
sensation are the five pillars at the entrance to this 
tent, through which the body communicates to the 
soul,. The first of these two compartments, the holy . 
place, was illuminated by the seven-branched candle- 
stick which must be daily replenished with olive oil, 
obtained by the laborious process of crushing the 
olive. This suggests man’s soul, with its powers of 
thought, reason, and feeling, dependent upon man’s 


but a flickering light, and what a flickering light human 
reason is! 

3. Just beyond the heavy vail that screened from 
the view of all except the high priest, and from him 
also except on the day of atonement, was the “Holy 
of holies,” illumined not by the light of day, nor the 
flickering flame of olive oil, but radiant with the glory 
of the uncreated shekinah of the Divine Presence rest- 
ing just above the mercy seat between the outstretched 
wings of the cherubims. That ark of acacia wood 
(symbolizing humanity), which was also overlaid with 
gold (symbolizing deity), typified Christ dwelling in 
the heart, with its blood sprinkled “mercy seat,” per- 
petually covering the two tablets of the holy law -man 
has so often broken. Here God dwelt in ineffable 
glory (Exod. 25:21, 22). 

Now we are in a position to understand that beau- 
tiful passage, “God, who commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness, hath [himself] shined in our hearts, 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). We 
assume here that “heart” is synonymous wiih “spirit,” 
that part of man’s psychic nature known as the sub- 
conscious self, lying far below the plane of conscious- 
ness hidden from the view of all save God himself. 

Man’s original creation left him a perfect being, in 
touch with creation through his body, and indwelt in 
his spirit by the Spirit of God. But man sinned and 
God’s Spirit was driven, so to speak, from the prem- 
ises, and the result was spiritual death. The spirit 
of man, made for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, 
no longer functioned as the rudder of the soul, which 
now became the more or less helpless victim of the 














. Lesson for February 7 


John 9: 1-41 


storms of bodily passion, and the swift currents of base 
desire. The eyes of the inner man became blinded so 
that he no longer saw God face to face. He is called 
in this state a “natural man” (literally, “soulish” — 
psuchikos, 1 Cor. 2:14), and as such can no more see 
the glory of the Sun of Righteousness than a blind 
man can see the glory of the rising sun. He needs to be 
born again, born of the Spirit, “renewed in the spirit 
of his mind,” or he jcan not even see the kingdom of 
God (John, 3: 3). ae he 

When again the Spirit of God enters the spirit of 
man, and he is born again, a glow of uncreated light 
illumines Christ to him, and what a change im his 
view of himt. The acacia wood of His humanity be- 
comes riow overlaid with the gold of His deity; Jesus 
of Nazareth becomes to him the Lord of glory. The 
“natural” or soulish man may be ever so highly 
educated, but he-will be totally blind to the truth 
of Christ's deity (see 1 Cor. 2: 6-16, but especially 
verse 14). ‘ ; 

On the other hand a man whose learning in the 
schools is most meager, will often display a wisdom 
utterly uncanny, illumined as he is in his spirit by 
the glory, light of the Spirit of God. “He that is spir- 
itual judgeth [discerneth] all things, but he himself is 
judged [discerned]-of no [natural] man.” With him, 
as with Peter, the soul now exclaims, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God,” for the knowledge 
of, Christ is not attained, but obtained. “Flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
who is in heaven” (Matt. 16:17). That is the same 
as saying: “God, who commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.” 

OrLanpo, Fia. 








| From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 
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N EASY way to discredit a fulfilled prediction is 

to assert that it is an interpolation after the event. 
This is the method by which Canon Charles. disposes 
of our Lord’s apocalyptic discourse on the Mount of 
Olives. It was, he imagines, inserted in the Gospel by 
an unknown hand after Jerusalem had fallen. 

That the first three Gospels were in existence be- 
fore the fall of Jerusalem is now admitted by so pro- 
nounced a naturalistic critic as Harnack, and his tes- 
timony is by no means singular.’ But is there evidence 
that Matthew 24 and the corresponding apocalyptic 
passages in Mark and Luke were also in existence 
before Jerusalem’s fall? Paul’s apocalyptic sections 
in First and Second Thessalonians seem to furnish 
it, presupposing apparently a knowledge of our Lord’s 
prophetic utterances as given in Matthew 24, “For 
this we say unto you in a word of (the) Lord,” writes 
Paul, and then indicates the source of his utterances 
in a half dozen passages which follow. The shout 
and the trump of God in 1 Thessalonians 4: 16 are an 
echo of “and he shall send his angels with a great 
sound of a trumpet” (Matt. 24:31). “With them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:17) parallels 
“the Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven” 
(Matt. 24:30). “The day of the Lord” and “that 
day” of 1 Thessalonians 5:2 and 4 recall “that day 
and hour” of Matthew 24:36. The “thief in the 
night” of the same verse suggests “in what watch the 
thief was coming” of Matthew 24:43. “As travail 
[cometh] a woman with child’ (1 Thess. 62) 
again recalls Matthew 24:8, where the same figure 
recurs, “the beginning of travail” (rather than “sor- 
rows’). “Let us not sleep, as do others” (1 Thess. 
5:6) is an obvious reference to the foolish virgins, 
“they. all slumbered and slept” (Matt. 25:5); “they 
that be drunken are drunken in the night” to “eat and 
drink with the drunken” of Matthew 24:49. Less 
distinct though still possible is the parallel between 
the pastoral passage in 1 Thessalonians 5: 14 ff., and 
the picture of “the faithful and wise servant” of 
Matthew 24:45. Each closes with reference to 
the aed of Christ (1 Thess. 5:23 and Matt. 
24: 46). 

In the second letter to the Thessalonians (2:1) 
the “gathering together” mentioned calls up imme- 
diately the passage in Matthew 24: 31, “And they shall 
gather together_his elect from the four winds.” The 
same Greek word, episynago, occurs in both places. 
The word “shaken,” saleuo (“that ye be not soon 
shaken in mind’), is a characteristic word of the 
apocalyptic discourse in Matthew— “the powers of 
heaven shall be shaken,” “the sea and the waves 
roaring [or rather shaken, agitated, salou]; men’s 
hearts failing them for fear” (Matt. 24:29; Luke 21: 
25). _More striking still is the fact that the word 
throeisthai, “that ye be not .. . troubled” €2 Thess. 
2:2), is used only once elsewhere in the New Testa- 
ment, and there just in our Lord’s apocalyptic dis- 
course,—“See that ye be not troubled: for all these 
things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.” 
Paul uses, perhaps even quotes, the very word which 
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his Master used to quiet anticipations of the imme- 
diacy of the Coming. : 

No one doubts that the two epistles to the Thessa- 
lonians were written before the fall of Jerusalem, and 
Paul in them seems to be alluding either to the 
Synoptics or to writings upon which they are based. 
Even if there were no question of supernatural pre- 
diction involved, we may be confident that negative 
critics would agree to this. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
ve 


Sound Bible Schools 


LTHOUGH, in this day and generation, if is un- 

deniably true that in many homes the teaching 
of Bible truth is either totally absent, or pitifully in- 
adequate, and, although the time for Bible study in 
most Sunday-schools is far from sufficient to make up 
for this deficiency, yet God has raised up Bible Schools 
in all parts of the land, and there are many opportu- 
nities for young men and women to secure a thorough 
knowledge of the Word. Sunday-school superintend- 
ents and teachers and other Christian workers are find- 
ing that either full-time or part-time attendance at 
some sound Bible School is an excellent preparation 
for service. Many missionary volunteers are making 
ready in Bible Schools for full-time work in the home 
and foreign fields. Others, who are unable to attend 
a Bible School, are making use of the fine Bible Cor- 
respondence courses that are now a part of a number 
of the larger schools. For the convenience of Sunday 
School Times readers who may be looking forward to 
Bible School. training, a list of interdenominational 
schools, standing for the whole Word of God, is given 
below. This list does not claim to be complete, and 
there are doubtless other sound schools not shown 
here. Denominational schools and theological sem- 
inaries are not included; information concerning de- 
nominational institutions can be obtained from_ the 
various denominational headquarters. 


Anderson Bible Training School, Anderson, Ind. 

Berean Bible Training School, 1538 Wylie Avenue, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 
—_— Institute, 1480 North Snelling Avenue, St. Paul, 

inn. 
qn” Beach Bible Institute, Beulah Beach, Vermilion, 

io. 

Bible Institute of Indianapolis, Lain College Building, 
Indianapolis, Ind. " ~ 

Bible Institute of LoS Angeles, 536 South Hope Street, 
Los Angeles, Cal. 

Bible Inst#tute of Pennsylvania, 
Street, Philadelphia. 

Bible Institute of Washington, 
N. W., Washington, D. C. 

Bible Students League, Claremont, Cal. 

Bible Training School of Fort Wayrte, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Boston Bible Training School, 35 Kenilworth Street, Rox- 
bury, Mass. 

Boydton Institute, Boydton, Va. 

Brookes Bible Institute of St. Louis, 2051 Park Avenue, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

California College, 84: North Harvard Boulevard, Los 
Angeles, Cal. 

Chicago Evangelistic Institute, 1754 Washimgton Boule- 
vard, Chicago, Ill. ’ 

Cincinnati Bible Institute, 429 West Eighth Street, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

Columbia Bible School, Columbia, S. C. 

Cleveland Bible Institute, 3201-3231 Cedar Avenue, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

Denver Bible Institute, 2047 Glenarm Place, Denver, Col. 

Dudley Bible Institute, Dudley, Mass. 

God’s Bible School and Missionary Training Home, Ring- 
gold, Young and Channing Streets, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hephzibah House Bible School, 5: West Seventy-fifth 
Street, New York City. 

Hesston Academy and Bible School, Hesston, Kan. 

Houston Bible Institute, Houston, Texas. 

Midland Bibie Institute, Shenandoah, Iowa. 

Missionary Training Institute, Nyack, N. Y. 

Moody Bible Institute, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 

National Bible Institute, 330 West Fifty-fifth Street, New 
York City. 

North Pacific Evangelistic 
Street, Portland, Ore. 

Northwestern Bible and Missionary Training School, 6 
South Eleventh Street, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Omaha Bible Institute, 105 South Thirty-third Street, 
Omaha, Neb. 

Pasadena Bible Training School, 1800 North Hill Avenue, 
Pasadena, Cal. 

Paterson Bible School, 9 Lee Place, Paterson, N. J. 

Peninsular Bible Institute, Greensboro, Md 

Philadelphia School of the Bible, 1723 Sprigg Garden 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Practical Bible Training School, Bible School Park (near 
Binghamton), N. Y. 

San Antonio Bible Institute, 1720 South Presa Street, San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Siloam School of the Bible, Siloam Springs, Ark. 

Simpson Bible Institute,” 101 West Fifty-eighth Street, 
Seattle, Wash. 

St. Paul Bible Training School, 1635 Sherburne Avenue, 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Toccoa Falls Institute, Toccoa, Ga. 

Toronto Bible Coilege, 110 College Street, Toronto, Ont., 


1418 North Sixteenth 


1316 Vermont Avenue, 


Institute, 1186 Borthwick 


n. 
Wnion Bible Seminary, Westfield, Ind. 
Vancouver Bible Training School, 356 Broadway West, 
Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
Young Women’s Bible 


State 
Street, Albany, N. Y 


Training Movement, 281 
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The Third Annual. 
Summer Bible School Conference 


| ae since its inception, in the Third Presbyte- 
rian Church of Chester, Pa., in June, 1912, the 
Summer Bible School movement has stood foursquare 
for the teaching of the Bible itself, to the exclusion 
of all handcraft, dramatization, and the like. It has 
further insisted that in the intensive five-week course, 
following immediately the close of the public schools 
for the summer vacation period, only Christians shall 
be employed as teachers, and that, wherever possible, 
they shall be those that have had public school teach- 
ing experience, 

A unique feature of the plan is the curriculum pre- 
pared by the founder, A. L. Latham, D.D., Ph.D. 
This is essentially a part of Summer Bible Schoois, 
as are the books and booklets recommended for the 
course of study, which include “The Way of Life” 
(50 cents), by A. L. Latham, D.D., Ph.D.; “Old Testa- 
ment History,” “The Twelve Apostles,” “The Apostle 
Paul,” “The Life of Jesus,” “The Bible, the Chris- 
tian’s Sacred Book,” and a number of others specially 
prepared, at 3 cents each, for the work: “Blaikie’s 
Bible History” ($1.75); “Child’s Life of Christ” (35 
cents); “Bible Atlas” ($3.50), and the like. All may 
be purchased from the Third Presbyterian Church, 
Chester, or from the Presbyterian Board, Witherspoon 
Building, Philadelphia. 

The Third Annual Conference of the Summer Bible 
School Association will be held this year in the Third 
Presbyterian Church of Chester, Pa., January 28 and 
29. It will be one of vital interest and inspiration to 
church and Sunday-school workers who will gather 
from many sections of the country to discuss the 
aspects and problems of Summer Bible School work. 

The sessions of the conference will be held afternoon 
and evening, and more than, forty speakers have indi- 
cated that they will be present to talk on some phasc 
of the work. Among them are Philip E. Howard, 
President of The Sunday School Times Company, 
who will make the address on Thursday evening, Janu- 
ary 28; the Hon. Clinton N. Howard, Chairman of 
the World Peace Commission, who will speak on Fri- 
day evening; W. B. Greenway, D.D., pastor of Beth- 
any Temple, Philadelphia; Joseph L. Ewing, D.D., 
President of Lincoln University, and Superintendent of 
Missions of the Synod of New Jersey; Robert R. 
Littell, D.D., pastor of Tioga Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia, and many others. 

On the whole, the Conference promises to be a feast 
of valuable instruction and discussion on Summer Bible 
‘School methods, and churches and Sunday-schools who 
have used the Summer Bible School plan, or who con- 
template some form of Christian education, during 
the public school vacation period, are urged to send 
delegates. They are requested to communicate with 
the Summer Bible School Association, Third Presby- 
terian Church, Broad and Potter -Streets, Chester, 
Pa., as early as possible. It is plannéd to entertain the 
delegates from the beginning of the conference to the 
close, including meals Thursday evening and all day 
Friday, and entertainment Thursday and Friday eve- 
nings where required. 


Bible Stories and Imaginary Stories 
By K. N. Carlisle 


NE Sunday morning not long ago we had two 

stories to tell in the Primary Department. One 
was the Bible story of Philip. The other was an 
imaginary story about a little boy named John, who 
helped to spread the Gospel. After the period a small 
child said to me: 

“I liked our stories today, but I like Bible stories 
best at Sunday-school.” 

I explained to the child that the story of Philip had 
been a Bible story and he seemed greatly relieved. Be- 
cause one of the stories he knew was an imaginary one, 
he believed both of the stories had been fiction. For two 
or three Sundays after that the children asked me each 
time if “it was a true story” that I was telling them. 

Since then I have felt that it is unwise to mix Bible 
and imaginary stories in the minds of small children. 
When they go to Sunday-school they expect to hear 
a Bible story and they want to believe it. There is 
little danger of the child confusing an Indian story or 
a Chinese story with Bible stories, so I still tell them 
missionary stories. However, except for the mission- 
ary stories, I find it-better to tell only Bible stories 
in Sunday-school to Primary children. If_the lesson 
story is very short I tell them another Bible story 
around the same theme. If I wish to bring out the 
application of the lesson to their own lives, I ask them 
questions and let them think up stories-of how they 
could use the teachings in the lesson. 

Kansas Crrty, Mo. 


A series of articles in booklet form on “How We 
Won and Held a Large Attendance,” including the 
prize winning article of a Sunday School Times con- 
test will be found most helpful by all Sunday-school 
workers (The Sunday School Times Co., Philadel- 
phia, 25 cents, postpaid). 








must have been for some very good reason, 
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LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 7. JESUS HEALS AND SAVES A BLIND MAN 


International Uniform Lesson.—John 9 : 1-4! 
Golden Text.—I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life.—John 8 : 12 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By W. Graham Scroggie 


Foreword 
“Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come,” 


The Historical Setting 


HE ministry of our Lord may be divided into 
seven parts, -1. The Opening Events. 2. The 
Judean Ministry. 3. The First Galilean Period. 
4. The Second Galilean Period. 5. The Third Galilean 
Period, 6. The Perean Ministry, 7. The Closing 
Events. In this Gospel, chapters 6:22 to 11:54, is 
material not given by the Synoptists; and it is to be 
distributed as follows: 6: 22-71, at the close of the 
Second Galilean Period; 7:1 to 8:59, at the close of 
the Third Galilean Period; 9:1 to 11:54, falls within 
the Perean Ministry; so does 11:55 to 12:11; but 
this latter is recorded also by Matthew and Mark. We 
are indebted exclusively to Luke for the major part 
of the Perean Ministry, that is, the period between 
the final departure of Jesus from Galilee and his final 
arrival at Terueaieus The distribution of the mate- 
rial is as follows: Of the 33 events of this period 
Luke alone gives 20; John alone gives 5; Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke give 5; Matthew and Mark give 2; 
and Matthew, Mark, and John give 1. In the ac- 
cepted chronology our lesson follows chapter 10 in 
Luke’s Gospel Perea is the country on the east of 
the Jordan between Arbella in the north and the river 
Arnon in the south, and bounded by the Jordan on 
the west and the Arabian desert on the east, about 
75 miles north to south by 13 east to west. 


The Expository Meaning 


Verse 1.—The scene of this event is Jerusalem, the 
subject is a man, and the circumstance is this man’s 
blindness, 


Verse 2—Master; better, Rabbi. This term of ad- 
dress is applied to Jesus more often in this Gospel 
than in any other. Have you ever appreciated the 
difficulty presented by the question which the dis- 
ciples asked? (1) “Was this man born blind on ac- 
count of some sin of his parents?’ That presents 
no difficulty because children do inherit suffering in 
consequence of their parents’ evil-doing. (2) “Was 
this man born blind on account of some sin of his 
own?” But when could he sin before he was born? 
This raises the question of the transmigration of souls, 
an idea which was not unknown among the Jews at 
this time. In the wisdom ofSolomon, 8:.20,> we read, 
“Being good, I came into a’body undefiled.”* Whether 
or not the disciples had this} idea in mind we'.cannot 
say. Perhaps they spake as did Peter, “not knowing 
what he said” (Luke 9: 33). These disciples have not 
been the only ones to ask foolish questions. How many 
still are “sick about questions” (noson peri seteseis, 1 
Tim. 6:4). Our minds should be occupied, not with 
speculations, but with revelations. 


Verse 3.—In Jesus’ reply. no confirmation can be 
sought of the idea of the transmigration of souls. 
Neither does he mean to imply that the man and his 
parents were not sinners. He simply gives a negative 
answer to their whole question, without stopping to 
correct or discuss any part of it. He further declares 
that the man’s condition is within the purpose of a 
loving Providence (comp. 11:4). Should be mani- 
fested (phanerothe). The tense and voice of this 
verb are both suggestive. The former calls attention 
to an act about to be performed (1 aorist), and the 
latter to an operation on the man by another (passive). 
The works of God.. Christ’s doings were God’s works. 

Verse 4.—We; that is, Jesus and his disciples. J 
must. The word dei, it is necessary, is of frequent 
occurrence in this Gospel; indeed it may be called the 
Gospel of a Divine Necessity (see 3:7, 143 4:4, et 
al.). Sent. Another of the key-words of this Gospel. 
Night. His death which would bring his earthly min- 
istry to an end. 


Verse s.—Christ has already declared that he is the 
Water and the Bread of Life, now he proclaims him- 
self the light of the world. Observe how all these 
self-revelations arose out of the circumstances of the 
hour: the Water-revelation, and the woman at the 
well; the Bread-revelation, and the feeding of the 
crowd; and now, the Light-revelation, and the man 
born blind. Sight and Light are always closely re- 
lated in the New Testament, and here the Lord would 
have those people and us know that his miracles are 
also parables (1: 7-9). 

Verses 6, 7.—Jesus did not always use material 
means in his work of healing, and when he so, A. 
n the 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 42 : 1-7. 
umary Topic: A Blind Man Made to See. 
aterial: John g : 1-11. 
Memory Verse: One thing I know, that, whereas I was blind 
now I see.—John g : 25. 
Junior Topic: Jesus Helps a Blind Man. 
aterial: John 9 : 1-9, 24, 25, 35-38. 
Memory Verse: John 9g: 25. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: What Jesus Did for a Blind Man. 
'= for Young People and Adults: Jesus Christ the Light of the 


orld. 











The portion of the text indicated by the Internationa] 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 1-9, 24, 25, 35-38. 

1 And as he passed by, he saw a man blind from his 
birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man, or his parents, that he should be born 
blind? 3 Jesus answered, Neither did this man sin, nor his 
parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest 
in him. 4 We must work the works of him that sent me, 
while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work. 
5 When I am in the world, I am>the light of the world. 
6 When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and 
made clay of the spittle, and anointed his eyes with the 
clay, 7 and said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam 
(which is by interpretation, Sent). He went away there- 
fore, and washed, and came seeing. 8 The neighbors there- 
fore, and they that saw him aforetime, that he was a 
beggar, said, Is not this he that sat and begged? 9 Others 
oa > is he: others said, No, but he is like him. He said, 

am he. 


24 So they called a second time upon the man that was 
blind, and said unto him, Give glory to God: we know that 
this man is a sinne>. 25 He therefore answered, Whether he 
is a sinner I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I 
was blind, now I see. 

35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and finding 
him, he said, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? 36 He 
answered and said, And who is he, Lord, that I may believe 
on him? 37 Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, 
and he it is that speaketh with thee. 38 And he said, 
Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








present instance we must not suppose that there was 
any Curative power in either the clay or the spittle, 
though it is evident from the writings of Tacitus and 
Suetonius and of Jewish rabbis that the latter was 
supposed to have such power. These means were em- 
ployed, perhaps to arouse expectation, or to strengthen 
faith. Anointed. Better, applied by smearing upon 
the eyes. Go, wash. For two reasons was this com- 
mand given: first, to get rid of the clay; second, to 
test this man’s faith and obedience. Siloam. The 
pool is in the Kidron Valley to the southeast of Jeru- 
salem. The explanation of the word is the Evangel- 
ist’s note, and shows that he saw in the place, in these 
circumstances, a spiritual significance, for the sender 
was himself the Sent One (v. 4, et al.). 

Verse 8.—Better, was sitting and begging. 

Verse 9.—The Revised Version adds NO, BUT he 
is like him. = 

Verse 11.—A man; better, the man called Jesus,— 
as of one well known. Having gone and washed. 
Mark how the man had absorbed all the details which 
led to his sight-giving, and how implicitly he obeyed the 
instructions. J received sight; better, I. saw again 
(anablepo; so in v. 15a). 

Verse 12—Where? Seed v.10, how? The man does 
not pretend to any knowledge he does not possess. 
He answered, “I don’t know.” 


Verse 24.—The meaning of this verse is not alto- 
gether clear. Are we to understand by what the 
Pharisees said (Give glory to God; comp. Josh. 7: 19) 
that. they did not believe that this man had ever heen 
blind, and was an imposter? (Consider verses 18, 20.) 
Or are we to understand that, while they admitted the 
miracle, they wanted the man to acknowledge that his 
benefactor was a sinner? If the latter, I do not see 
the point, for in any case the man had his sight, and 
that was all that he wanted at this moment as the 
next verse shows. Perhaps it is best to understand 
by it, that while admitting the miracle, they would not 
admit that Jesus had performed it, for they hated him. 


Verse 25.—The man will not go into the question 
of Jesus’ character. It is enough for him just now 
that he can see, and about that there is no doubt. 


Verse 35.—They ....cast him out (also v. 34). Out 
is emphatic by repetition, exebalon and exo. Out, that 
is, of the Synagogue. Having found him. Jesus had 
looked for him as a shepherd for a lost sheep. “When 
my father and my mother forsake me, then the Lord 
will take me up” (see vs. 19-23). The man had not 
been cast out for having received his sight, but for 
standing up for his benefactor (vs. 27-34), though he 
knew little about him (v. 36). It is not better con- 
ditions that men are opposed to, but Christ. Thou. 
Emphatic. 


Verse 36.—Lord, probably with the force of -sir, 
as he did not yet know to’ whom he was speaking. 
That I may believe. He was ripe fruit, ready to be 
plucked. 


Verse 37.—Thow hast... seen him; with those new 
eyes of thine. Js he (comp. 4: 26). 
Verse 38—Lord. Now with its full significance 
(see note on v. 36). 
The Homiletical Form 
1. The Benefaction (vs. 1-7). 
2. The Consternation (vs. 8, 9). 
. The Examination (vs, 10-23). 
. The Confession (vs. 24-33). 
. The Presentation (v. 34). 
The Revelation (vs. 35-38). 
. The Condemnation (v. 39 to 10: 21). 
The Topical Values 
1. Jesus is Still Passing By, and he sees you (v. 1). 


He sees you as you are, and as you should be. How 
far are you from being what you should be? . Jesus 


Aub w 


N 


is passing now; are you willing to let him go? He 
is not out as a sightseer, but as a sight-giver. 
2. Born Blind (v. 1). What a calamity! Suppose 


we were all blind! Blind kings and queens, blind Pres- 
‘idents and Senators, blind judges and magistrates, 
blind doctors and nurses, blind workers, blind children, 
all blind. What a world this would be! And yet this 
is true of us all spiritually, by nature. “Ye were once 
darkness” (Eph. 5:8), says Paul who was sent to the 
Gentiles “to open their eyes, that they may turn from 
darkness to light” (Acts 26:18). -It is bad enough to 
be blind but there is added tragedy where there is ig- 
norance of it. This man knew that he was blind, that 
he had never seen. Have you ever found that out for 
yourself? The Light of the World stands beside you 
now. ; 

3. These Disciples Made Two Mistakes (v. 2). 
First, they related specific suffering to specific sin. 
That was the mistake of Job’s “friends,” and of many 
since their time. Of course it may be so, but it is 
not necessarily so; it was not so in this case (v. 3). 
Be careful how you explain the sufferings and handi- 
caps of your fellows. Second, instead of being moved 
to pity by the sight of this sightless man they pro- 
posed a theological discussion, a philosophical puzzle 
(v. 2). What did it matter why he was blind? The 
question should have been rather, “What can be done 
for him?” Are you among those people who turn 
everything to Speculation and never think of Salva- 
tion? The Lord have mercy on you! 

4. Christ Never Labored—He Worked. It is sin 
that makes work.to be labor. Our Lord did not say, 
“Come unto me, all ye that work,” but, “that labor,” 
and “I will give you rest” from labor, that you may 
work better. 

5. The Converted Arouse Curiosity (vs. 8, 9). Here 
are four Verdicts: (1) Is not this he? (2) This is 
he. (3) He is like him. (4) I am-he. Which of 
these is likely to be right? When an infidel challenged 
a@ young convert by asking him how he knew that he 
was converted, the convert replied, “Because I was 
there when it was done.” What a change salvation 
makes ! ; 

6. Study the Comedy on record in verses 10-25. The 
neighbors, the Pharisees, the parents, the man himself. 
The scene must have made the angels laugh. Space 
will not permit of me going into it here. 

7. One Thing I Know (v. 25). Know something. 
Let that knowledge be the child of experience. 
what you know. Keep within the limits of your knowl- 
edge. Bearing your testimony, you will offend ecclesi- 
astical officialism (v. 28), and be abused, slandered, 
cast out (v. 34); but outside you will be found by 
Christ (v. 35), who will reveal himself to you in a 
new way (vs. 35-38). Is it not worth while? 

8. Abuse Is Not Argument (vs. 28, 34). There are 
always those who, when beaten on their merits, turn 
to throwing mud at their betters. Men who having 
neither the gift nor grace of Bunyan call him a tinker; 
who having neither the passion nor perseverance of 
Carey, call him a cobbler. Quit it and get down on 
your .knees, you religious wind-bags. 


The Practical Aim ; 


One of the great lessons of this story is, be loyal 
to Christ so far as you know him, and you will come to 
know him better. He grew upon this man as he did 
upon the Samaritan woman: first, “the man” (v. 11), 
then “a prophet” (v. 17), then “of God” (v. 33), then 
“Lord” (v. 38). We shall know if we follow on to 


know the Lord. The trouble with so many is that 
making sure of heaven they want to sneak into it. 
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Lesson for February 7 
John 9: 1-4! 


When. did you last speak out for Christ? Do your 
fellows in the factory, office, class-room, stores, club, 
and hospital know that Christ has given sight to your 
soul? Do they? Answer that question, please. What's 
the good of me writing to you if you are not going 
to face up? Fear God, not your fellows. 


Final Word 

The Homiletical Form lends itself to seven addresses 
on this subject, one night on each point. The subject 
is full, both for sinner and saint. 

EpINBURGH,. SCOTLAND. 


ue 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Professor Ellis, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr, Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 
HAT expression peculiar to John’s Gospel do we find 
W:: this week’s lesson? 

2. What oft-repeated word of John’s Gospel is used in 
this lesson? 

3. How could the blind man have sinned before his birth, 
and thus been bora blind? (v. 2.) 

4. What did Jesus mean in saying that this man’s parents 
had not sinned? Were they utterly sinless? 

5. What two facts show that Jesus did not imply that 
after he had ascended he would not be the light of the 
world? 

6. Of whom did Christ say, “Ye are the light of the 
world?” : 

7. How could this be true of the disciples then, and of 
us to-day? 

8. Why did the Master give sight to the blind man on 
the Sabbath? 

9. What is here suggested as the first essential in “getting 
the light’? _ 

ro. What greater blessing came to the man after receiving 
his sight? 

11. Who asked this man if he “believed on the Son of 
God’? Of what significance is this for us to-day? 

12. It has been suggested that this once-blind beggar 
- was really the first Christian. Can you tell why? 

13. How was. his dealing with the blind man similar to his 
dealing with Nicodemus and with the Samaritan woman? 

14. Why was this miracle a stronger testimony to his 
divine power in the minds of those who were open-minded 
than were some of the others? 

15. Why do you think the reasoning of the blind man 
good reasoning? (Personal.) 

16. What is the blindest blindness? 

17. What light does this miracle throw on the unan- 
swered (?) problem of the suffering of many righteous 
(justified) persons in this life? 

18. How many times has John brought in the direct tes- 
timony that Jesus of Nazareth was also the Son of God, the 
Saviour of the world—not merely a Hebrew prophet and 
teacher? 

19. Who were the witnesses? 

20. How does all this accord with John’s declaration of 
his purpose in writing this book? 

+ 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


ve 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 








THE PrincrpLeE OF CorrELATION.—Connect with 
the lesson. related truth from other sources. 











Geow do we teach without at some stage or 
other utilizing the pririciple of correlation. It is 
a principle, however, that needs to be under control 
else it may result merely in an aggregation of undi- 
gested, even though related, material. It would be 
possible to correlate with the present lesson the other 
healing miracles of Jesus of whatever sort, but it would 
be better to limit them, because of the number, to 
those in which he healed the blind. Some member of 
the class might. report how many such instances there 
were and any features similar to the present case. 
But it would undoubtedly be better to make Jesus 
himself the center of the correlation as respects per- 
haps either his willingness to minister to and ‘te teach 
individual souls, or his teaching concerning himself. 
We have already had in the lessons of the Quarter 
two cases of his teaching individuals and making to 
them, as to the blind man, the deepest revelation con- 
cerning himself. He did not wait for a large audi- 
ence to which to impart the greatest truth he had. It 
is interesting also to.compare the different attitudes 
of the individuals to whom he imparted great truth. 
Nor does this correlation need to be limited to eases 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
_ Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
First Quarter 
1. January 3.—The Son of God Becomes Man...John 1 : 1-18 
2. January 10.—Five Men Believe on Jesus ....John 1 : 19-51 
3 January 17.—Jesus and Nicodemus 
John 3 : 1-17; 7 : 45-52; 19 : 38-42 
4. January 24.—Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 
. John 4: 1-42 
§. January 31.—Jesus Feeds Five Thousand Men, John 6: 1-71 
6. February 7.—Jesus Heals and Saves a Blind Man 
John 9: 1-41 
7. February 14.—Jesus the Good Shepherd ..John 10: 1-30 
8. February 21.—Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead 
John 11:1 to 12:11 
9. February 28.—Jesus Teaches Respect for Law 
(Temperance Lesson.) ........00064 Matthew 22 : 15-22 
10, March 7.—Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet, John 13 ; 1-17 
11. March 14.—Last Words of Jesus with His Disciples 
John, chapters 14 to 17 
12, March 21.—Jesus Dies and Rises from the Dead 
John 18:1 to 20: 23 
13. March 28.—Review: The Gospel of John 








already studied. Some one has figured that there are 
nineteen private interviews with Jesus recorded in the 
Gospels. Perhaps some one of the class would wish to 
verify this, or at least to discover how many are re- 
corded by John, 

Again, the core of the correlation may be made to 
consist of the statements Jesus made concerning him- 
self, not only in these private interviews, but to- such 


- groups as the multitude when he told them he is the 


“bread of life,” and to the Jews when he said, “I am 
the light of the world.” A cumulation_of his own 
statements concerning himself will lead us to recognize 
that while: other teachers must find the ideal outside 
themselves Jesus, not through egotism, but because it 
was the very truth, had to find it in himself. Hence, 
“his doctrine was a self-assertion.” 
HunrtIncpon, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Age Old Problem.—Who sinned? Neither did 
this man sin, nor his parents (vs. 2, 3). Ever’ since 
our first parents were driven out of Eden and’ made to 
fight thorns and suffer death because of sin, the human 
race down deep in its heart has had the idea that 
“hard luck” is because some one has sinned. The 
savage who breaks his leg thinks it is because his god 
has it “in for him” for some sin of omission or com- 
mission, Jesus did a great service to mankind when 
he made it so emphatic, that this man in our lesson was 
not blind because his parents had robbed or lied or 
he himself had broken the Ten Commandments. Those 
upon whom the tower in Siloam fell were not sinners 
above other men (Luke 13:4, 5). When the great 
steamship went down and hundreds were drowned, it 
was not because certain high-born passengers were 
busy gambling, drinking, and breaking the laws of 
God and man. It went down with its living freight 
under the mandate of nature’s great triumvirate, Vigi- 

lance, Inertia, and Gravity. If you don’t just at first 
see why Vigilance is lined up with the two, suppose 
you do a little thinking and find 1 Peter 5:8, and 
take the part of it which applies! I am on my way 
to Harrisburg this beautiful October morning where 
to-night I am, to dine with Mrs. John Y. Boyd’s Men’s 

Bible Class at their annual banquet. In the absence 

of Mrs. Boyd due to illness in her family the class 

is in charge of Lawson S. Laverty, M.A., “Seventy- 

five pounds of dynamite.” Stricken at the age of five 

with spinal meningitis, he, spends his days in a wheel 

chair. Won his education and M.A. degree at the 

head of his class against great odds. Here is Laverty’s 

motto: “Always cheerful, hopeful, optimistic, per- 
severing, and determined,” and his Scripture is Ro- 
mans 8:28. What would you do, how loud would 
you laugh if your legs were little and useless, andeyou 
only weighed seventy-five pounds and spent your life 
in a wheel chair? Who is responsible for little, brave 
and happy Laverty? Perhaps it is time to read Job 
again, isn’t it? 

The Only One Who Knows.—He said, I am he 
(v. 9). When I read this verse I always think of 
Mel Trotter of Grand Rapids and his reply to the 
scoffer who sneeringly interrupted when Mel was de- 
scribing how he was saved. “How do you know you 
are converted?” yelled the smartie. “Because I was 
there when it happened,” quickly shot back the ever- 
ready Mel with that fetching smile of his which has 
made him one of the princes of Mission workers. It 
is a great thing to know just exactly who and what 
you are. Says the man when he learns I am from 
Coatesville, “Do you know a man in your town 
named Ridgway?” “Which one?” “William 1H.” 
“Well,” I reply, “I am not sure whether I know him 
or not. Just about the time I think I know: him pretty 
well he goes and does something unexpected and I 
find I do not know him at all.” “Then I guess you 
must be Ridgway,” laughs the man. There is only 
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one who knows us thoroughly (John 2:24, 25). No 
one knows a machine like the inventor and maker. 
He is the fellow who thought and experimented it 
out to the smallest detail. The inventor knows the 
things the user never sees. He knows the analysis 
of the materials and can tell you the content. He can 
tell you the tensile strength, elongation, and reduction 
of area of the steel. The machine can never know 
itself like the creator knows it. It is thus God knows 
you and me. Such being the case, is not that man a 
fool who turns his back upon the only One who knows 
his strength and breaking point? (1 Cor. 10: 13.) Our 
jails and asylums and: hospitals are filled “with the 
wrecks of men and women because many of them 
did not know themselves, and had not placed them- 
selves in the care of Him who does know. He said, 
“I am that I am” (Exod, 3: 14). 


Nineteen Years Ago.—Who is he, Lord, that I may 
believe on him? (v. 36.) This lesson is really my 
nineteenth Corner anniversary. When in 1907 Editor 
Trumbull wanted to know my idea as to how a lesson 
ought to be treated for grown-ups so as to be help- 
ful to the man who gets home from a business trip 
late on Saturday, I told him, “One of these days I 
will write a lesson just to show you” He kept at 
me for the lesson. So to,get rid of him I consented, 
and this very lesson happened to be the current one. 
I wrote a column of notes in the present style — only 
more,.so, as they were not to be printed. As a result 
I was then offered a steady job on the paper, which 
was declined. The Editor persisted a lot more, and 
like the girl who married the fellow to get rid of him, 
I accepted a limited engagement and here I have been 
for nineteen long years. Nineteen years is indeed a 
long call, and it has been a great joy, as well as an 
honor and privilege, to fellowship with you folks 
week after week — playing Pussy in the Corner with 

ou, as it were! Here’s to meeting you all up Yonder 
in the golden square by the tree of life in the jeweled 
City — with Him. “Who is he?” The blind man’s 
question is the questiom of this day. College profes- 
sors ask this question, not that they may believe on 
him as did the blind man, but that they may “queer” 
the faith of the boys and girls from Heaven-protected 
Christian homes, That the Old Book is but another 
collection of Grimm’s household tales and the young 
enthusiast from the Galilean hills was a self-deceived 
dreamer. Upon such a Satanic foundation has been 
erected not a head hunting: “bloody sunset,” low down 
paganism, but this noble Christian civilization with 
its fine families, noble institutions (one of which feeds 
the professor), and far-reaching benefactions. Just 
as if from this foul spring of fraud and deceit could 
flow the pure waters of love and helpfulness that re- 
fresh and. beflower the fields of Christian brotherhood! 
We're just laughing at you, old fellow. 

CoATESVILLE, Pa. 


we 
The Mlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditious means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


filustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations om other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


Papal Infallibility Rebuked.—I am the light of the 
world (Goldefi Text). When the decree announcing 
the dogma of papal infallibility was promulgated in 
1870, it was intended by a skilful arrangement of 
“mirrors to focus the sun’s rays on the papal throne, 
and shed a glory on its occupant. But as God would 
have it on that eventful day a heavy thunder-storm 
broke over Rome, and tke placets of the Fathers in 
Council were drowned amid the rolling of the thunder, 
and the artificial glory vanished in the darkness of the 
storm. There are no tricks in the heavenly glory. 
Jesus is still the light of the’ world—From “Wanted A 
Man,” by the Rev. E Moore. Sent by Lewis 
Keast, Ishpeming, Mich, Prize illustration. 


Letting the Light Out.—I .am the light of the world 
(Golden Text). One evening the writer sat talking 
with a veteran Christian worker. Above us hung. a 
picture, “The Light of the World” Suddenly the 
veteran exclaimed, “Some one declared the other day 
that he would like to see that picture turned inside 
out!” “What did he mean by that?” I asked. “Well,’ 
said he, “there are many dear Christian people who 
have opened the door and let the Lord Jesus in. He 
is ho longer standing outside the door knocking. They 
have the Light of the World inside, but they never 
let him out.” Is that true of any of us? If so, do 
we never hear him knocking at the door of the heart 
— knocking inside the door? Oh, let your light.shine. 
—Fron “The Glory Christian.” Sent by J. E. Wiliam- 
son, Nottingham, Eng. 
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Are We as Eager for Sight?—/ am the 
light of the world: he that followcth me 
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of tife (Golden Text). <A mili- 
tary graduate was successfully treated 
for a cataract at the mission hospital in 
Hankow. As he returned home, forty- 
eight blind men gathered, and begged him 
to ledd them to the wonderful foreign 
doctor, This: strange procession of blind 
men, each holding on the other’s rope, 
walked 250 miles to Hankow. Nearly 
all were cured; and one who could not be 
cured received, while in the hospital, the 
giit of spiritual sight—From the English 
Sunday School Times. Sent by W. R. 
Clark, Redruth, Eng, 

Helping the Blinded Soldier.—/ am ihe 
light of the- world: he that followeth me 
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life (Golden Text). This 
beautiful story is told in connection with 
the work of Canon Stather Hunt, when 
chaplain at Boulogne. A soldier had been 
shot across the eyes, and the sight of one 
eye was permanently lost, and there was 
a possibility of his losing the sight of the 
other. To this suffering man the chaplain 
said, “You can’t see, my dear friend, but 
I have here something you can enjoy. 
He put his hand into the satchel which 
he carried on his rounds containing vari- 
ous gifts for the men, felt for and pulled 
out haphazard a little bag of lavender. 
A number of these, with different texts 
attached, had been sent to him for dis- 
tribution by friends at home. “There,” 
he said, “that sweet smell will remind you 
of home. It will fade away in time, but 
there is a message written on it which 
will last much longer, Let me look at it 
and read it for you.” As he spoke he 
turned the bag around and read this text: 
“When I_sit in darkness, the Lord shall 
be a light unto me” (Mic. 7:8).—From 
the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. 

An Empress —and a King.—When 
he had thus spoken... he anointed the 
eyes... And said ... Go, wash (vs. 6, 
7). The Empress of Austria was rid- 
ing over the country in her carriage, and 
saw a woman a little distance ahead act- 
ing in a strange manner. She soon dis- 
covered that the woman was blind, and 
further, that she was close to a precipice 
—that another step might hurl her to 
death. The Empress quickly left her 
carriage and hurried to the poor woman, 
just in time to save her life. The world 
admires the act; but here is one still 
more beautiful. The King of glory sees 
a poor blind beggar sitting in, the dark- 
ness, is moved with compassion for him, 
and stops to open his eyes.—From “Come 
Ye Apart.” Sent by J. E.. Williamson, 
Nottingham, Eng. 


When Blindness Brought Sight.—One 
thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, 
now I see (v. 25). “It is a pity you are 
blind,” said a colporteur to a Frenchman. 
“Why ?” he asked. “Don’t you know that 
when I could see, I was blind, and that 
now I am blind, I can see? Every day 
my wife or my children read to me from 
the New Testament that I bought from 
a peddler like you — perhaps it was you. 

hrough this Book I have found the 

faith that I trust will save me.” So the 
Bible Society Report tells how Jesus 
healed and saved another blind man, and 
gave him the light of life—Sent by J. E. 
Williamson, Nottingham, Eng. 


we 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
even while we lift our eyes to the light of 
this day, we know in our hearts that we may 
be blind to what thou wouldst have us see. 
Open our spiritual eyes, we pray thee, in 
order that we may see thy truth, and under- 
stand thy Gospel of salvation for man. Give 
us, we pray thee, the courage and the knowl- 
edge to bear a steady testimony to thee. 
May we not be swerved by the questionings 
or the doubts of the crowd, but may we 
giadly and freely tell what we know. May 
we learn to go to thy Word for information 
about thyself, and to pass on to others what 
we have there learned. May we not hesitate 
to tell what thou hast done for us, and give 
thee the glory and the praise for all thy great 
goodness. May we be true witnesses for 
thee. In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—That blind man 
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make him believe anything else He, 
knew that he had been blind, and he knew 
that he could now see. He knew also 
that if the one who had opened his eyes 
was not from God, he could do nothing 
like that. The other day at a luncheon 
of business men a young man stood up 
and told the story of his imprisonment 
for various crimes, and then of, his con- 
version while he was in prison. Nobody 
around that table could doubt for one 
single moment that the young man knew 
what he was talking about, as they looked 
at his shining face, and heard his torrent 
of words of gratitude and praise, as he 
told what God had done for him. You 
are sure to have an opportunity sometime 
during this next week to tell somebody 
what God has done for you. Don’t hold 
back! Speak out! Let us pray. 





SAW 


HE KNEW 


TOLD 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“The Light of the morning.” 
“Pass me not.” 

“The light of the world is Jesus.” 
“Jesus saves.” 

“Open my eyes.’ 

“Sometime we'll : oncbilaiei a 
“What a wonderful Saviour.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,”’ published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Wiieburen) 

“When Troubles Overwhelm” (128 : 1-3). 
Psalm 61 : 1-8, 
“Send Out Thy Light” (101 : 1, 3, 4). 
Psalm 43 : 1-5. 
“Thy Holy Way” (241 : 1-3). .Psalm 119 : 17-24. 
“Think On Me” (279: 1-3). Psalm 138 : 1-8. 


4 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ONNECT with last week’s lesson by 
telling the class that after the Lord 
Jesus had fed the hungry people, they 
wanted to make him king. But the Mas- 
ter knew that they wanted him to be 
king only because they had eaten of the 








gladly told what he knew. Nobody could! po oe and fishes ant not because of his 


He told his disciples to go back across 
the lake in the little boat and the Mas- 
ter sent the people away to their homes 
with his blessing. Then he went up into 
a mountain alone to talk to his Father 
in Heaven. 

While the Lord Jesus was in the mounr 
tain praying, he looked across the lake 
and saw his disciples in the small boat 
tossed about by a storm that lashed the 
water into great fearsome waves. Some 
of the disciples were used to the sea, 
for they were fishermen, but now it was 


_dark and the sea was rough, and even 


the worthy fishermen were distressed. 
We know that they were glad when 
they heard their Master’s voice saying 
cheerily, “It is I, be not afraid.” The 
Lord Jesus had walked across the angry 
waves just as if he had been walking on 
solid ground, and as soon as he entered 
the boat, they were at the land to which 
they had started. 

Tell the children that the Lord Jesus 
stayed a great while longer in Galilee, 
teaching, helping, and healing the people. 
Then he went back to Jerusalem. 

While in Jerusalem, he was teaching 
the people one day, when they became 
very angry, and took up stones to cast at 
him, and he went out of- the temple and 
left them. As he passed out he saw a 
man who had been blind from his birth. 
The Master felt very sorry for the man 
who had never seen the beautiful world 
and did not know how to read or do any 
useful work. He knew how long the days 
must seem to) him as he sat by the temple 
gate and begged. But the Master gave 
the man more than sympathy. He told 
his disciples that he was the light of the 
world. He had made man’s eyes and now 
he could give — to this poor creature’s 
blind eyes. So he made, some clay and 
put this clay on the man’ 's eyes and told 
him to bathe his eyes in the pool of 
Siloam, The man obeyed and received 
his sight. 

Just here, let each member of the class 
say what was the most beautiful thing 
this man saw on the day. when he re- 
ceived his sight, and looked for the first 
time on the world and into the faces of 
his parents and his friends. Later he 
saw the Lord Jesus and believed on him 
ahd worshiped him. Now the man could 
see, but better than that, he had eternal 
life and was also a son of God, and no 
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An instructive sidelight on this cartoon has been written by Mr. Pace. It is entitled 
“The Lights in the Tabernacle,” and it will be found on page 42 of this issue of 
The Sunday School Times. 
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longer a beggar. We are sure he felt 
like singing: 


I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“I am this dark world’s light; 
Look unto me, thy morn shall rise, 
And all thy day be bright!” 
I looked to Jesus, and s = 
In him my star, my 
’ And in that light of "life Tn walk 
Till traveling days are done. 


Curnton, S.C, 
w 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The blind race horse. 

Discussion: In what ways can a fellow 
be blind with his eyes wide open? Does 
Christ give sight to this kind of blind 
eyes to-day? 

Objective: Let Christ hold the reins, 











AY, fellows, have you ever heard 

about Rythmic, the blind race horse? 
He was one of the great thoroughbreds 
in his time and ran first in many a trot- 
ting race. But a sad fate overtook him, 
His eyes failed and he gradually grew 
blind. A partially blind horse becomes 
foolish and panicky. Rythmic got an ex- 
treme case of nerves. In fact, he became 
what horsemen call an “outlaw” — irri- 
table and ungovernable. Like the poor 
demoniac in the tombs, “neither could any 
man tame him.” That is, for a time. 
A young: fellow who loved horses and 
trained them became interested in Rythmic 
and began making little personal visits to 
him in his prison stall. With soft and 
kindly words he soothed the stricken racer 
and gradually gained his confidence. Soon 
he was permitted to stroke the quivering 
flesh and pet him a little. Then the young 
trainer ran his hands down the paralyzed 
forelegs, carefully helping the knee to 
bend, and day after day, little by little, 
got the terrified animal to where he could 
be cautiously driven by the reins a few 
yards at a time about the stable lot. 
Rythmic's owner, seeing this young 
trainer’s influence over the horse which 
none other could secure, presented him 
with the blind animal, to do with him as 
he liked. Well, to make a long story 
short, Rythmic, blind as he was, went on 
the track again. His beloved trainer 
drove him, and it was a sensation in the 
sporting world when Rythmic won the big 
race that summer on the Grand Circuit. 

The thoroughbred’s remarkable per- 
formance inspired the following lines 
from Ella Wheeler Wilcox: 


“The record was this, when the day was 
done: 

Rhythmic, the great blind conqueror, won. 

He be ar in the dark, though the sun rode 
ig 

In the cloudless arch of an August sky. 

He knew not where his feet would fall; 

To the eye of his driver he trusted all; 

And he trusted the hand on the line, and 


knew 
The hand on the whip was love’s hand, too. 
Strength and courage, faith and speed —- 
These won the day for the brave, blind 
steed. 


“Great is the lesson, O mortal blind; 
Christ is your Master, His whip is kind; 
Trust in His wisdom, though dark be the 


night, 
And the hand of your Saviour will guide 
you aright. 
Faith and courage, and an even pace, 
With God’s eye guiding, will win the race.” 


Fellows, we are looking to-day at a 
poor blind young man_ whose sight was 
givem to him by our Lord Jesus. And 
when he was questioned by the Phari- 
sees, who hated Jesus, they tried to make 
him deny his benefactor, but he stead- 
fastly bore witness that his sight had 
come from none other. Then they roughly 
handled him and cast him out. It costs 
something to be true to Christ. But 
Jesus found him and comforted him and 
made himself known to him. The young 
man with great joy worshiped the Lord, 
and doubtless was loyal to him to the end. 

Fellows, our physical eyes may be.per- 
fectly good, but you and I are like poor 
bats in the sunlight, without Jesus. We 
can’t see a quarter of an inch beyond our 
noses into the future. There are a thous- 





and pitfalls awaiting our headJong steps 
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Lesson for February 7 
John 9° 1-41 


on life’s perilous track. Don’t you think 
— aye, don’t you know, — fellows, the best 
thing you and I can do right now is to 
say, “Lord Jesus, you take the reins and 
guide — then I will go forward with con- 
fidence and win!” 


Greensporo, N. C. 
1 4 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. “One thing I know... 


2. “Go .». wash: I went. 
sight.” 


now I see.” 
..I received 











T IS the proud boast of extreme youth, 

proclaiming its intellectual independ- 
ence, “I believe nothing I cannot under- 
stand.” It is the cry of the wounded 
heart, a little later, “I can’t understand 
—- how can I believe?” It is the prayer 
of long experiencs that admits, “I believe: 
help thou mine unbelief!” If you can 
help your -young girls right now to come 
to the point reached by this blind beg- 
gar through his one experience with Jesus, 
what spiritual ground you have gained 
for them! 

Two: young women stood under the 
stars, upon the very eve of the depart- 
ure of one, after several days of meetings 
with the girls of a certain school of 
training. for Christian service. We shall 
call them Margaret and Belle. So com- 
pletely had Margaret won Belle’s confi- 
dence just through the brief contacts of 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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the few days that Belle felt she must 
pour out her heart in confession to this 
new-found but deeply-discerning friend; 
so she begged for these few minutes alone, 
outside the busy rooms of the school. 
There she confessed to a most sinful and 
troubled past — young as she was — which 
was a strange prelude to her presence in 
this school, enlisted for life service as 
she now declared herself to'be. But she 
based her present faith and choice upon 
just one thing: “My misery of heart 
drove me to the Bible and through it alone 
I found Christ, and I know I did find 
him because he has‘ completely changed 
my whole life. It was my consuming 
love for pretty and expensive clothes that 
started all my troubles—and'now? This 
one “best” dress I have on is all I have, 
and no human source of supply is in 
sight, but I am praying to God to supply 
my need of one for school; yet now I 
am happier that I ever was or ever 
dreamed I could be on earth.” Your girls 
will be interested to know (and this is 
a true story of very recent occurrence) 
that God supplied that need in this way 
(“Before they call I will answer”) : Upon 
the eve of leaving for this engagement 
with the training school Margaret had 
spilled some ink on the front of her one 
new and stylish wool dress, had sent it to 
the cleaner’s only to find it so drawn-w 
when returned that she could not wear it 
at all. But she had put it in her suit 
case asking‘ God to send some girl to 
her who might need it, if such there were 
in the school. All through the week she 
had wondered if the answer were coming, 


and now she could tell Belle, “Your school ‘ 


dress is hanging in my closet right this 
minute —let’s go see if it fits!” It did, 
exactly —as exactly as the prayer and 
its answer!—so now Belle knows two 
things about her Saviour, though her 
whole life was changed through one plain 
fact in her experience. 

2. But your girls, like this blind beggar 
and this modern Belle, must act upon that 
one known experience with Christ, if they, 
like these two, would “receive sight” in 
full from him. 


Home Study 


Study these verses on the connection 
between knowing, believing, and doing: 
Mark 1:24; John 7:17; John 10:14; 
John 13:17; John 13:35; Romans 8: 28; 
2 Timothy 1:12; 3:15; 1 John 2:4. 

Decatur, GA. 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of January 31) 


1. Because the Galileans “received him,” 
and because of their faith, he could help them 
more than he could the people of Judea. 


2. Perhaps they were on their way to Jeru- 
salem to the Passover; but they followed 
Jesus because they had seen him healing the 
sick, 


3. The little boy who gave up his lunch, 
and the disciples who passed it to the people. 


4. See 1 Samuel 17 : 39-51. 


5. Some are the making the water wine, in 
Cana, when he used servants to fiil the water- 
pots; in raising Jairus’ little daughter to life 
when he told her father and mother to feed 
her fever-starved body; others were told to 
roll away the stone from Lazarus’ grave, and 
unbind his grave-clothes; four friends brought 
the palsied man to Jesus, though not at his 
command; the disciples must let down the 
nets for the miraculous draught of fishes; 
feeding the four thousaud, as he fed the five, 
through the hands of the disciples. 


6. There are two such links: “Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” is 
fully expounded by our Lord in John’s sixth 
chapter, in explaining the inner meaning of 
this miracle. Was not the urge of the multi- 
tude to make him a king, after they had seen 
this evidence of his unlimited power, a re 
minder, if not a recurrence of the Devil’s 
temptation to become the king of the earth 
by some other way than the cross? 


7. Matthew says (14: 23) that Jesus went up 
into the motintain to pray, after he had sent 
the crowd away. 

8 Telling the multitude to sit down in 
preparation for the distribution of food which 
they had not yet seen. 

g. Verse 10 numbers only the men. It has 
been estimated that, including women and 
children, there were at least fifteen thousand. 


10. The circumstances of the miracle carried | 
the lesson of Christ giving spiritual bread to | 


the multitudes. Of course, it cannot be ap- 


47 








| Fleming H. Revell Company 


NOW READY: Scenes from the Life-Story of | 
JOHN G. HALLIMOND 


Of the Bowery Mission 


Greatheart of the Bowery 


WITH BIOGRAPHICAL FOREWORD 


By G. H. SANDISON, Ph.D., of The Christian Herald 
q The book shows convincingly that even the worst type of wickedness is not be- 
e 


yond recall if dealt with in the spirit of kindness. 
good that ‘“‘ Whosoever will may come.” 


“The entire volume reveals the author at his best, and shows that the spirit of Christian 
kindness is the power that wins in the rescue of eo souls. 


that deserves to have a wide circulation.” —Geo. 


S. D. GORDON 
Five Laws That Govern Prayer 


Author of “Quiet Talk Series’’ 
For a number of years, Mr. Gordon has been heard 
and read by k ds of th ds of people on the 
practice and power of prayer. $1.00 


[AMES M. GRAY, D.D. 





wealth of 
ment. 


Sandison. Illustrated, $1.50 
NEW BOOKS WORTH OWNING 
DAVID JAMES BURRELL, D.D. 


The Golden Parable 


Studies in the Story of the Prodigal 
pew! treaty that has never failed him during a long 


Divine message still holds 


The book is one 


igal Son. Out of 


1 ministry, Dr. Burrell brings forth a 
rich, spiritual suggestion oft 





How to Get Right With God 


And Other Noonday Talks to Busy People. While 


i character, popular in style of 
TGs addaede bieks ds onal da 
faith. Paper, 35c. 


WILLIAM _EVANS,_Ph.D., D.D. 


After Death—What Then? 
PM eggs Fie mapee Appece < Bpene emo 
Holy Scriptures for light and leading on his all-im- 
portant theme. $1.50 

CHARLES ARTHUR BOYD 


The Singers of Judah’s Hills 


A series of story-settings for some of the best-known 
Psalms— sacred songs which have formed part of the 
heritage of believers through all the Chnstian cen- 
turies. illustrated, $1.25 








TWO NEW BOOKS ON 
EXPLORATION IN BIBLE LANDS 


LAMES_BAIKIE, F.R.A.S. 
Author of “A Century of Excavation in the Land 
of the Pharaohs" 


Egyptian Papyri & Papyrus Hunting 
Toeste exhaustively not only of the finding but also 


nature an y 
jan) papyri. Thirty-two Full-page Illustra- 
$3.75 


R.A.S. MACALISTER, LL.D., Lit.D., F.S.A, 


A Century of Excavation in Palestine 


A work of unusual interest for popular reading as 
well as for ini 3 
With Thirty-six Full-page Illustrations. 
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The question asked by the Master of the 
lawyer (Luke 10-26) might well be used as a 


If your own reading is thoughtless, super- 
ficial or merely habitual, you cannot pro- 
gress in your knowledge or understanding. 
If, therefore, you are in search of the whole 
of the truth—the exact words—the under- 
lying meaning—the precise teaching that 
goes to the root of the matter—as revealed 
in the authoritative scriptural translations, 
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HOW READEST THOU? 


searchlight for our own study of Scripture, 


Nelson@mexis23 Bible 


—the one supremely accurate version of the 


The American Standard Bible text 
has been adopted by all nang Colleges, Theological 
¥. W. C. 


scholars from which to study the Inter- 
national, graded, or other Bible lessons. 
A Nelson Bible is a guarantee 


of the best character of printing, binding, paper, as 
well as of the latest and best translation, 
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gold edges, title 
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Would a 9% Annuity 
Interest You? 





OR many persons 

the safety of an invest- 
is the most important 
feature. That is one rea- 
son why so many persons 
put their money in Savings 
Banks. They are afraid, 
and justly so, of the many 
investment schemes which 
have been devised to catch 
the unwary. The same 
reason prompts them to 
invest in Liberty Bonds, 
mortgages and other con- 
servative securities. In 
these cases, safety is as- 
sured, but the interest rate 
is low; and people are 
willing to sacrifice high 
rates in favor of assurance 
of safety. 


It is not necessary, how- 
ever, to make such a sac- 
rifice, for there is an in- 
vestment just as safe as 
any of these where the rate 
is much higher— some- 
times twice as high, de- 
pending on the age of the 
investor. This form of 
investment is known as 
the annuity bond. It is not 
new, but hasbeen available 
for more than half a cen- 
tury. It has elements of 
safety greater than most 
securities and has many 
advantages which other 


securities do not possess at 
all. 


In addition to the safety 
and attractive income, it 
is also permanent, conveni- 
ent, never depreciates in 
value, eliminates expense, 
banishes anxiety, removes 
burdens. 


There are two principal 
forms ofannuity bonds. One 
is the bond in which only 
one person is involved and 
the rates for different ages 
are given below. 


The other form is known 
as the Survivorship Bond. 
In this bond, two or more 
persons are mentioned as 
annuitants and the amount 
is paid as long as either 


LIFE ANNUITY RATES 


(ONE PERSON) 





Age Rate |Age Rate| Age Rate 


{ 
1 to 30—4.0% |55—6.0%|68—7.3% 
31 to 40—4.6% |56—6.1% | 69—7.4% 
41— 4.6% |67—6.2%| 70—-7.5% 
42—4.7% | 68—6.3%|71--8.1% 
43—4.8% |59—6.4% |72—8.2% 
44—4.9% | 60—6.5% | 73—8.3% 
45—5.0% 61—6.6%| T4—8.4% 
46--5.1% | 62—6.7% | 75—8.56% 
47—5.2% |63—6.8% | 76—8.6% 
48—6.3%| 64—6.9%| 77—8.7% 
49—6.4% | 65—T.0%|78—8.8% 
50—6.5 % | 66—7.1% | 79—8.9% 














61-—6.6% | 67—7.2% | 80—9.0% 
62—5.7% 

63—6.8% =a 
54—5.9% Over 80—9.0% 





In determining age reckon from nearest birthday 


person mentioned in the 
bond shall live. Where 
two persons, dependent one 
upon the other, desire to 
protect each other with an- 
nuity payments, this is an 
excellent and popular form 
of bond. Rates on this type 
of bond will be cheerfully 
furnished on request, Some 
form ofannuity bond can be 
designed to meet the needs 
of practically every in- 
vestor. 


By filling out the coupon below, 
you will receive without cost and 
without obligation on your part, 
an attractive booklet, ‘‘ Bibles and: 
Bonds,’’ which will tell you how 
and why annuity bonds are safe, 
convenient, Rermanent, 


The American Bible Society 
has been issuing its annuity bonds 
for more than half a century 
without loss to a single one of its 
hundreds of investors. 


Some time ago, one of the 
annuitants wrote as follows :— 
‘*T am very much pleased with 
the Bible Society annuity bonds. 
I have perfect confidence in the 
security of the money invested.’’ 


Annuity bonds are issued in 
any denomination from $100.00 
up. They give the small as 
well as the large investor the 
Opportunity to participate in the 
financial benefits of the bonds 
and in the world-wide service of 
the Society. 


SEND. THIS COUPON NOW! 


wTTIIrIIITttTtttTttthtththtthtttttt 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 

Bible House, Astor Place, NewYork, N.Y, 
Gentlemen : 


Please send me without obligation on 
my part your booklet No. A-16, entitled 
‘* Bibles and Bonds."’ 
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plied in all its details, but few parables are 
supposed to “go on all fours.” 


11. Apperception. 


12, The miracke of feeding and their knowl- 
edge of the miracle of the manna. 


13. See John 6: 27, 


14. Probably because they did not have the 
will to learn it. (See John 7: 17.) 


15. It affected more lives than any other 
one; it called forth his loftiest teaching 
as to his full deity (see John 6); it produced 
the greatest reaction dn the multitudes (John 
6:15); it is the only miracle recorded by all 
four biographers, except of course his resur- 
rection, 


16. “To do all things decently and in order; 
to begin each meal by giving thanks; to ex- 
pect something more than the bare necessities 
of life at the hands of God; to guard against 
waste; to learn that giving is the true means 
of increase” (from F. B. Meyer); that the 
Gospel, the “true bread,” must be given ta 
all who need it, not only those nearest us; 
that our Lord needs us in this: giving of him- 
self to the need of the world. 


: ‘- Only in the speed. The same Creator did 
oth, 


18, “Feed my sheep.” 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Foliowing the Home Daily Bible Read- 
o- - the International Uniform Sunday 
ool Lessons, issued by the International . 
"Saale School Lesson Committee _ 


Twelve Proofs 


HE “Twelve Proofs” in John’s Gos- 
pel that Jesus is the eternal Son of 
are (according to Evangelist Nor- 
man H. Camp’s splendid outline) the 
following : 

(1) Testimony of John: 
Stott i6's:'a. 

(2) Testimony of Scripture: 1: 1-4, 10; § : 39, 
46, 47. 

(3) Testimony of the Father: g§ : 36, 37; 8: 
54; 12 : 27-30. 

(4) Testimony of the Spirit: 1 : 32, 33; 15 : 26; 
16 : 7-9, 13, 14. 

(s) His Remarkable Claims: 3:13; 5:17, 183 
6 : 32, 33, 38, 62; 8: 42, 58; 10 : 30-33; 16 : 28; 
17:35. 

(6) His Infinite Knowledge: 1 : 47-49; 2: 24, 
253 43293; 6: JOS 82 34 12°243 16 3 30. 

(7) His Unusual Statements: 4:14; 5 : 40; 6: 
3S, 48, SE3 10 3G) IR5 IS 3 aS, 263 383 5. 

(8) His Miraculous Works: 5: 19-21; 9: 1-4; 
10: 37, 38 (Study the eight Miracles re- 
corded in chapters 2, 4, 5,,6, 9, 11, and 21.) 

(9) His Wonderful Words: 3:34; 6:63; 7: 
46; 12: 48-50; 17 : 8. 

(10) His Sinless Life: 8:29; 8:46; 9:25, 31 
(11) His Divine Power: 3:35; 5:21; 6:19, 
39, 40, 44, 54; 10:17, 18; -14 : 12- wee 17 +2 
(az) His Bodily Resurrection: 219-22; 20: 
2, 9, 14, 20; 21:14. The Lord ‘Jesus Christ 


1:15, 18, 30, 33, 343 


is the God-man living to-day in a body of} 


flesh and bones in Heaven, and in that body 
is coming back to earth in power and great 
glory (John 14 3 2, 33 21 322, 235 Acts 1:9- 
11; t Thess. 1:10; 4:16, 17; Rev. 2:7) 


February 1 to 7 
Mon.—John 9 : 1-12. Jesus Heals a Blind Man. 

To-day’s reading provides the physical 
basis for the readings that are to follow. 
Nevertheless, it too is full of spiritual 
instruction. Verse 2 suggests the readi- 
ness with which we, as well as those dis- 
ciples, often judge others. - Verse 3 con- 
tains Christ’s rebuke of such quickness 
of judgment. Verse 6 shows that even 
Christ at times used means. 

Prayer Succestions: But Christ was 
nat dependent upon or a slave to means. 
Let us pray that no means or agency or 
instrument may ever get our eyes away 
from the Lord or come between us and 
him. Pray for the sick in your own neigh- 
borhood and everywhere. 

Tues.—John 9 : 13-25. 
The Blind Man’s Testimony. 

The blind man’s testimony was of value 
in so far as he experimental knowl- 
edge. It could not truthfully go beyond 
that, but it carried conviction as far as it 
went. Exactly so as to our testimony. 
Growing out of experience and giving 
intelligently and with conviction, it carries 
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conviction. To attempt less or more would 
be to invalidate the whole. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who are spiritually blind; especially re- 
member blinded Israel, Ask God to open 
their eyes and to make -their hearts re- 
ceptive to the truth, Ask him, too, to 
give love and discretion, tact and. wisdom, 
to all Christian workers who are giving 
their lives in sacrificial ministry to Is- 
rael. 

Wed.—John 9 : 35-41. 
The Blind Man Believes in Jesus. 


“Light obeyed increaseth light.” The 
blind man had obeyed and walked in aif 
the light he had, though (but only be- 
cause of ignorance) he had- not yet he- 
lieved on Jesus.. And it is to such that 
the Lord reveals himself, as he did to this 
man It is infinitely better to be an hon- 
est groper than a wilful rejecter,. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
Bible Training Schools. Especially re- 
member this week the Moody Bible In- 
stitute of Chicago, and its Founder’s 
Week Conference to be held in that city 
soon, Pray for the nearly one thousand 
day students and the hundreds of evening 
students enrolled in this school. Pray also 
for the Evening Department, and for 
the supply of urgent needs. 


Thurs.—1 John 1 ¢ 5-10, Walking in the Light. 


Many a man who thinks he is walking 
in the light is in reality walking only in 
darkness. Commenting on these verses 
Scofield says: “The presence of 


brings the Seasico of sin in the — 
nature (v. 8), and sins in the life (vs. -- 


9, 10). The blood of Christ is the di- 
vine provision. To walk. in, the light is 
to live in fellowship with the Father and 
the Son.” 

Prayer Succestions: One of Amer- 
ica’s great evangelizing agencies is the 
Press-Radio Bible Service of Cincinnati, 
Ohio (404 Southern Ohio Bank Build- 
ing), which through the daily press and 
by radio is broadcasting God’s Word to 
many millions. There are more open doors 
than this agency can enter. Its financial 


needs are great. Will you not pray for — 


the supply of these? 


Fri.—2 Corinthians 4 : 1-6. 
The Light of the Gospel. 

Dr. Howard H. Russell of the Amer- 

ican Anti-Saloon League used to say: 
“Flash a light into a rat hole, and its 
value as a rat hole instantly ceases.” So 
it is with the human heart,-the corrupt 
abode of “the god of this world.” 
“the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ” once truly shine in, and the 
heart’s value as Satan’s abiding place 
ceases. 

PrayER SuGGESTIONS: Pray that every 
moral reform agency may be permeated 
with true evangelical principles. Pray 
for the organizations of the Anti-Saloon 
League, both state and national. Pray 
for the W. C. T. U., and all other tem- 
perance and prohibition societies. Pray 
that DEPENDENCE UPON Gop may have a 
far larger place in all reform organiza- 
tions. 


Sat.—John & : 12-20. 
The Light of the World. 

The “light of. the worid,” lighting 
“every man that cometh into the world” 
(1:9), and yet comprehended only by 
those that follow the light. All others, 
though they have the light, yet have it 
not, and so walk in spiritual darkness. 
For no matter how much light we may 
have, we really have only as much as we 
truly appropriate. But we'll be held re- 
sponsible as well for that which we re- 
ject. 

Prayer Suacestions: Don’t forget or 
neglect your daily prayer list. The less a 
Christian prays, the less he values com- 
munion with God; also the less he prays, 
the less he values that power which “be- 


llongeth unto God only,” -but which. God - 


freely ‘imparts to those who wait: upon 
him. The more crowded the day, the 
greater need to pray. 


Sun.—Isaiah 42:1-7. Christ Gives Sight. 


I will “give thee for a covenant”, (v. 
6). . The old covenant was the law, given 
through Moses; the new covenant is 
Christ himself, and through him spiritual 
“sight,” and light and life (John .1:4), 
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Lesson for February 7 
John 9: 1-41 


and “grace and truth” (John 1:17), The 
law “gendereth to bondage.” Christ gives 
freedom, not by annulling the law, but by 
fulfilling all its righteous requirements. 
PraYER SuccesTIONS: One of Amer- 
ica’s splendid young seminaries is the 
Evangeiical Theological College of Dalias, 


Tex.,. which is becoming a_ veritable 
“school of the prophets.’ Dr, Lewis 
Sperry Chafer is president. Pray for 


this, and for all like mstitutions, Pray 
that the schools which have lost their 
evangeiical bearings may be restored io 
the faith. 





Children at Home 








The Living Jewel 
, By Mrs. Mae Norton Morris 


RS. HOUSE-FLY was quite excited, 

“A living jewel,” she. buzzed, “a 

living jewel! Who ever heard of such 

a thing? Mrs. Cricket says she has seen 

it, but I do not believe her. With my 

four thousand eyes I should have seen 
it before this.” ‘ 

“That is not so many,” said Mrs, But- 
terfly, who had heard Mrs, Flouse-fly’s 
buzzing. “I myself have about seventeen 
thousand—that is— seventeen thousand 
tiny eyes or facets which make up my two 
large eyes. What is this about a living 
jewel? Tell me more, perhaps together 
_we may find it.” : 

Mrs. House-fly said nothing. She was 
adding -her. eyes.and Mrs, Butterfly’s. 

“My word,” said she, “together we have 
twenty-one thouand eyes. If there is such 
a thing as a living jewel, we should find 
zt,” 
So they set out to find the living jewel. 
Mrs, Cricket. had said that it was in their 
own sunny meadow. If it were, they 
would soon know. All day they flew 
among the flowers and grasses, looking 
everywhere, but nowhere could they find 
what they sought. : 

“What are you looking for?” asked 
Miss Grasshopper. 

“A living jewel,” answered Mrs, House- 
fly. “Have you seen it?” ; ; 

“There is no such thing;” chirped Miss 
Grasshopper. “Who told you? Who told 
you?” 

; But Mrs. Butterfly and Mrs. House-fly 
did not answer, for they were far away 
across the pleasant meadow. 

“What are you looking for?” asked 
Hester Honey-bee, as they stopped a mo- 
ment to rest on the petals of a wild rose. 

“A living jewel,’ replied Mrs. Butter- 
fly. “Can’t you help us?” ye 

““T have no time for such foolishness,” 
sang Hester Honey-bee. am busy, you 
know — always busy.’ And away she 
flew. 

“Come,” buzzed Mrs. House-fly, “I, too, 
think we are foolish. Mrs. Cricket was 
playing a joke on us,—there is no such 
thing as a living jewel.” 

“Wait,” whispered Mrs. Butterfly, “let 
us ask the little jewel-weed that grows 
by the brown brook, she must know all 
about jewels.” So away they sped to 
the little jewel-weed, who listened to their 
story. ; 

“Ah, me,” sighed she, “I cannot help 
you. My jewels are the tiny drops of 
dew which cling every morning to my 
calloped leaves. They. glisten in the sun- 
hine like shining pearls, but, of course, 
hey are not alive. I know of no such 

n ae 
Discouraged, Mrs. House-fly and Mrs. 
utterfly started for home. They had 
ot gone far when they met a jolly, big 

le who was flying so swiftly that he 
umped into Mrs: House-fly, quite upset- 








er. 
“Blundering fellow!” she exclaimed. 
“Can’t you see where you are going?” 

Mr. Beetle was good-natured and he 
stopped to apologize. 

“Excuse me,” he hummed, “I’m a heed- 
less chap, but I mean no harm. I would 
be all right if I used all my eyes. I have 
about twenty-five thousand of them, you 
know.” 


4 


(ft i 
2 
He started on, but Mrs. House-fly and 
' Mrs. Butterfly called lim to stop. 
“Help us,” they begged. “If you have 
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twenty-five thouand eyes, surely you can 
help us find the living jewel.” 

Mrs. House-fly began adding again. 
Her eyes, Mrs. Butterfly’s, and now Mr. 


Beetle’s — together they made forty-six | 


thousand eyes. 

When Mr. Beetle heard their story, 
he looked very wise. 

“IT think I can help you,” said he, 
scratching his funny little head. “The 
fact is, 1 think I know this living jewel. 
He is a cousin of mine, a retiring fellow, 
though quite brilliant. Come with me, 
we will pay him a visit.” 

Back across the brown brook they sped 
and over the fields to an old picket fence 
where the pink bind-weed grew, and there 
beneath its arrow-shaped leaves they 
found a little, glittering, gold beetle. 

“This is. my small cousin, Mr. Cassida 
Aurichalcea, Cassida for short. This is 
where he spends his days hiding here and 
eating the bind-weed’s leaves, and some- 
times you may find, him among the morn- 
ing glory vines.” 

Little Cassida bowed politely, and sud- 
denly the glittering gold of his coat faded 
and became a beautiful opal, then mother- 
of-pearl. 

“Wonderful!” exclaimed Mrs. House- 
fly and Mrs. Butterfly together. “A liv- 
ing jewel truly,— gold, opal, pearl,” but 
as they spoke they stared with all their 
forty-six thousand eyes, for there before 
them crawled a modest little beetle in a 
coat of dull orange. He'had changed his 
suit again. 

“Ah,” sighed the big beetle, “he doesn’t 
like so much praise; when he puts on this 
dull cpat it is time to be going.” 

So bowing politely they said goodby and 
started for home. Singing; humming, 
buzzing as they went, “A living jewel, a 
living jewel. Mrs, Cricket was right, we 
have seen a living jewel.” 


NortnH Britiertca, Mass. 





Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 











Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Will you please give 
me your’ advice as to what should be 
done by a stenographer or a private secre- 
tary when a letter is dictated to her which 
is written for the purpose of trying to “put 
over” something in a dishonest way, or a 
letter which she absolutely knows to contain 
a deliberate falsehood, or even what some 
people would call one of the white lies of 
social life? Should she protest, and if so, 
what form should her protest take? Should 
she positively refuse to write such a letter? 
You will realize, of course, the delicacy of 
such a situation. In almost every instance, 
perhaps, it would necessarily involve an ac- 
cusation against the person dictating the 
letter, which that person would probably re- 
sent, even though guilty, and sometimes it 
would seem almost utterly impossible to do 
a thing of that kind without seeming ex- 
ceedingly rude. Can you suggest any way 
that a protest could be made tactfully and 
courteously? Of course, there is -something 
higher and more vital than tact and courtesy, 
but we realize these things are important 
too, and should always be carefully main- 
tained wherever it is at all possible without 
sacrifice of something more important. 

This is a problem which I presume almost 
every stenographer or secretary has to face, 
and it is a very difficult one and one on which 
she needs every possible light. If one hates 
a lie one’s self, surely it is only natural to 
feel at least a certain amount of responsi- 
bility for the lies of others which one is 
asked to put into typewriting. I shall be very 
grateful indeed for any help you may give, 
and feel sure there are others who will also 


be benefited —“SECRETARY.” 


Y DEAR “SECRETARY”: The 
following is a quotation from a for- 

mer issue of The Sunday School Times, 
and is so true to the point that I am pass- 
ing it on to you. “There is a difference 
yeen lying one’s self and transcribing 
lies for which one has no direct and per- 
sonal responsibility. When Paul wrote 
to the Corinthians, ‘Let every man, abide 
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To say that a Bible is an “‘ Oxford” is sufficient 


CONSIDER QUALITY BEFORE PRICE 


A cheap Bible usually proves an expensive one in the long run. 
True economy will be found in selecting a Bible which is durably 
bound in real leather, and printed in clear type on paper of good 


quality.. You can be sure of securing a Bible that will give you 
satisfactory service, by insisting on one with the Oxford imprint. 
You pay no more because a Bible is an Oxford 


OXFORD TEACHER’S BIBLES 


Over 3,000,000 copies have been sold 


The texte of the Old and New Testaments, with center column ref- 
erences, and 300 double-column pages of new and scholarly helps 
for students arranged under one alphabet, with illustrations and a new 
series of maps in colors, from $2.75; on Oxford India paper,from $6.00, 


A widel ed style—No. 04453, printed with black-faced 

rng pei lt meh cover, French’ enc h ‘ales... $4.35 

SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE 
Epirep sy REV. C. I. SCOFIELD, D.D. 


Assisted by Eminent Scholars 


With numerous helpful Bible study features. Helps on the pages where 
needed. Made in 34 different styles, from $2.75 upward. 


No. 53, printed with minion black-faced type, overlapping 
covers, French morocco binding 
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$5.50 


POCO eee ee wee eeeeeseeseeeeeenseeee 


The Bible Treasure Chest, a new book of interest and value to all 
Bible readers sent for 10c. Address Dept. 10K. 
At all Booksellers or the Publishers. 
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A New Bible Story Every Night 


from the good influence of these * 4 

stories. Put the book in their 
hands or read the stories to them. 
Forever afterward their lives will 
be better and happier. Theee , 
are stories that have re- | 
deemed the world and 
inspired all that is 
best in Home 
and Family 
life. 














i for 


Over 


600 pages 
Over 200 
EGERMEIER’S EY Whustrations 


BIBLE STORY BOOK 


Direct, - and dramatic 9] 7 A agg regia rich mmeel. Meese heshgpound, and Divine 
meaning. Divided into periods of Bible history and arranged chronologically so that Id 
can get a better understanding of the Bible than ever before. =—" —"* 

_, SEND COUPON FOR FREE EXAMINATION, You can possess this beautiful work 
without risking one cent. 15 of the illustrations are full-page color plates suitable for framing. 
Thousands of these books have been sold and the demand is increasing. 


MAIL THE COUPON TODAY 
The Bible Story Book can be had from most dealers— 
do not accept substitute. H 
Complete catalog of books, Sunday School aud Ch 
Supplies, Bibles, etc., sent FREE eo <_< ms 
There’s a Wholesome Moral in every 
Gospel Trumpet Book 


WRITE TODAY! 


MAIL NEAREST OFFICE, DEPT, 14 * 


: * 
Gentlemen: Please send me without expense or ny 
8 obligation for free examination the New Clot 


blig: ; Bound g 
8 Edition of the Bible Story Book. At the end of 5 © 
§ days, 


I will return the book or send you §2.00 in 6 
g full payment. 


8 © Check here if Kraft Deluxe edition, price $3-50, ; 
os PEL RUMP . is desired, instead of Cloth Edition. y 
# 
SENSE ASAE SOFA eae eat 
SaInTas- SEBMCAL UTIRAT VRE ¥ H 
Dept. 14. FN 
Pomoné, Calif., 7th and Carey Avenue. 5 4 
Brancnes : Atianta, Ga., 638 Edgewood Avenue. @Citv............ STATE - 8 
‘Kansas City, 15th and Prospect Avenue. a 


Yakima, Wash., 10 S. Seventh Street. ie ed 
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ona | Do Not Neglect the Children 


| The truths taught the children in their forma- 
tive years will govern the future of the nation 
as well as of the Church. 


They should be presented with Sunday School 
Lesson Helps that make coming to Sunday 
School a delight. 


THE BOYS AND GIRLS ALBUM 


has been a winner in many schools, It is a 32-page Quarterly containin 
the Bible School Lesson, space for pasting the Bible Picture Card, an 
also outline pictures for the children tocolor. It interests and instructs. 
It has increased the attendance in many schools and has been an incen- 
tive to regular attendance, , 


“ME TOO” QUARTERLY 


This is a unique little publication supplying the demand of ‘‘ Me too” 
when the little ones see older scholars with a Sunday School Quarterly. 
The Bible Lesson is told in simple words, printed in large, clear type on 
colored stock. Small illustrations to each lesson add tothe impressiveness. 


OUR JEWELS FOR JESUS 


is indeed a ¢° supplying the need for an illustrated paper to be dis- 
tributed each Sunday. ‘There are choice articles that appeal to the chil- 
dred, and at the same time teach a valuable lesson. Contains a Sunday 


penesteg Lesson talk specially for the ‘‘Jewel Cousins.” Printed in two 
colors. 


Ss wm 


Prices and samples of these publications will 
be sent free on request 


Besides the above attractive winners, the “Christian 
Life” Series of Sunday School Quarterlies and Papers 
offers Helps for the other grades, equally as choice. 


Send for samples of the FULL LINE—FREE. 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Box 680, CLEVELAND, OHIO 
































BOOKS---INSPIRING anno PROFITABLE 


TWO NEW BOOKS 


The Bible: Its Christ The Life of 
and Modernism David Brainerd 


By T. J. McCROSSAN, B.A., B.D. Edited by REV. H. W. HODGE 


Rev. Kenneth Mackenzie (Episco- 4 popularized edition of the thrill- 

maggie DI ag any ing events in the ministry of David 

Crossan’s is the strongest indict- Brainerd to the North American 
Indians. Famous passages 


ment of Modernism and 
$1 50 from the diary preserved. 
* 


the Evolutionary hypoth- $ 
esis I have veaaa”* Net Net - - - = = = «= 1.25 


SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOG 










THE CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
260 WEST 44th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


If They Should Ask You 


How did we get our English Bible? 

Who decided what books should be in it? 
When were the manuscripts found? 
Where are they now? 

Why are there so many different translations ? 


Could You Answer Helpfaully ? 


Wouldn't it be well to have at least one standard book in your library that would 
give you this and other historical information about the Bible text ? 
The most available and satisfactory book is 


y THE ANCESTRY OF OUR ENGLISH BIBLE 


By Professor IRA M. PRICE 


It is both popular and scholarly, and is among the 
4 best standard works on the Bible text, and the history of the Versions. 330 pages, 
’ richly illustrated with more than fifty illustrations and diagrams. 


~ PRICE, $2.50 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








now in its eighth edition. 
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in that calling wherein he was called. 
Art thou called being a bondservant? care 
not for it: nay, even if thou canst become 
free, use it rather’ (1 Cor. 7:20, 21), 
while to the Ephesians he wrote, ‘Serv- 
ants, be obedient unto them that accord- 
ing to the flesh are your masters’ (Eph. 
6:5), he must have recognized that such 
service tO pagan masters in -the world 
of that day would necessarily involve the 
doing of many things, and the transcrib- 
ing or carrying of many messages that 
were of themselves wrong in God’s sight, 
yet for which the servant had no moral 
responsibility, as the initiative was not 
his but his master’s. The postman or let- 
ter-carrier is not responsible for the right 
or wrong of the message he carries; in 
a similar sense the stenographer may not 
be responsible. . 

“But on the other hand a Christian 
stenographer may well prayerfully seek 
God’s guidance as to whether he would 
haye her continue in a business conducted 
by those who deliberately, and as part 
of their business policy, lie under certain 
circumstances. It is quite possible that 
God would not have that business connec- 
tion continued. Or it is quite possible 
that, if such a stenographer should prayer- 
fully, tactfully, yet conscientiously, and 
fearlessly tell her employers that she can 
not continue to take such letters, they 
might see a new light on the whole ques- 
tion and their wrong practise.” 

Yours is a case where you have a won- 
derful opportunity to settle with God as 
to what he would have you do, or be. If 
this questioning has been brought to your 
attention by the Holy Spirit, do net throw 
it to one side and not give it special 
thought, or you may go on and grieve 
the Spirit. Rather, nurse any thought that 
comes to you to see if it be God-given, 
and do not work in any condemnation, 
or God will. not lead you on to the path 
he would have you go. Very prayerfully 
surrender yourself and your business to 
Christ, and let him know you will not 
continue if it is displeasing to him, and 
if he can use you in a testimony for truth 
and righteousness, do not be afraid to 
follow the leading he gives, and you will 
find he will use it for the honor and glory 
of his dear name. And he will not for- 
sake you in the results which follow. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





February 14. What Is Faith, and What Does 
It Do For Us? Heb. 11: 1-10. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 

February 21. Lives Transformed by Christ. 
Acts 9 : 1-20. 

February 28. Neglected Areas in the Country. 
Isa. 35 : 1-8. (Missionary meeting.) 

March 7. Persevere—in What? Acts 20: 
17-24; Heb. 12:1-4. (Consecration meet- 
ing.) 


Sunday, February 7 
What Does Christian Endeavor Mean 


to Me? (Matt. 20 : 25-28.) (Chris- 
tian Endeavor Day) 





Mon.—Fellowship (Luke 24 : 13-15). 
Tues.—Training (John 5:19, 20). 
Wed.—Meditation (Psa. 19:14; 39: 1-4). 
Thurs.—Service (1 Cor. 15 : 58). 
Fri.—Loyalty to Christ (Rev. 3: 1-7). 
Sat.—Opportunity (Hag. 1 : 7-15). 

? 











at service does Christian Endeavor call 
r 


How does -Christian Endeavor help our 
devotional life? 


How may we get most out of Christian En- 
deavor? 


ALCOM JAMES McLEOD, D.D., 
in his book, “A Comfortable Faith,” 
says: “Some may wish to shine but not 
to burn. The will-o’-the-wisp shines 
without burning, but it is a false light. 
Every true light must needs burn if it 


would shine. The seal on Dr. Adam 
Clark’s grave is interesting: a candle 
burned down to its socket, and under- 


neath these words: ‘In living for others 
I am burned away.’” 
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The keynote of Christian Endeavor is 
“service” and to. be a true Christian En- 
deavorer literally means to give one’s self 
unselfishly for others. Some one has 
summed up Christian Endeavor under 
four essential principles: (1) Confession 
of Christ; (2) service for -Christ;. (3) 
loyalty to Christ’s church; (4) fellow- 
ship with Christ’s people. But as we 
think of the keynote “service,” and of 
these four principles of Christian En- 
deavor, let us not forget the only way 
in which they can be worked out in our 
lives. Service for. others that is not 
prompted by love is empt 
and true love for our fellow men comes 
only as a result of our love for God 
(1-John 4: 10-12). 

Only as God's love fills our hearts and 
overflows through us to others, can we 
truly serve them in the highest and noblest 
sense. It was the perfect love that ex- 
isted between the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the Father that brought him to this 
earth to do for man what man could not 
do for himself, and our service for others 
is to be not an imitation of his, but the 
real life of the Lord Jesus Christ flow- 
ing out through us in rivers of living 
waters (John 7: 38). 

We see how vital the four principles 
of Christian Endeavor are in relation to 
our love for God and his love for us. 
In John 4:15 we read, “Whosoever shall 
confess -that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God dwelleth in him, and he in God,” and 
so our confession is linked up with our 
service of love. Christ said “If ye love 
me keep my commandments.” 
ing of his commandments inwolves loyalty 
to his true church, and to all that she 
stands for. John tells“ us, “If we walk 
in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin” (1 John 1:7), and again, 
“Tf any man say, I love God, and hateth 
his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth 
not his brother whom he hath seen, how 
can he love God whom he hath not seen?” 
(1 John 4: 20.) So our fellowship is bound 
up in our love for God and is thus a part 
of our service, 

we stm 

It is because the intimate relation- 
ship between the Christian and his Lord 
is so vital and necessary to true service 
that Christian Endeavor seeks to develop 
the devotional life. Hence the pledge 
calling for daily prayer and reading of 
the Bible, and for attendance at the 
church services, that the heart and mind 
might be filled with God’s Word, with 
instruction as to daily living and, more 


than this, that there might be habitual . 


communion with God through prayer. It 


‘is for this same reason that Christian 


Endeavor urges its members to take active 
part in the meeting, in prayer, in the prep- 
aration of the topic and in singing, that 
the thought and life might be directed 
toward God. 


bd 

But how shall we get the most out of 
Christian Endeavor? It will never be 
more than we ourselves put into it, and 
the greatest joy and helpfulness of be- 
ing a Christian Endeavorer will come in 
definite proportion to the faithfulness 
with which we keep our pledge. An old 
salt said to a young apprentice, “Aboard 
a man-o’-war, my lad, there are only two 
things —one’s duty, tother’s mutiny.” 
But the glorious part of one’s duty as a 
Christian Endeavorer is that it may be 
glorified into a labor of love, if our 
hearts are really set to do the will of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and to let him have his 
way in us. 


What service does Christian Endeavor ask 
of me that I am not giving? 


Am I getting all the help for my devotional 
life that Christian Endeavor intends I should? 
Am I getting the most out of Christian En- 
deavor by putting in my all? 
PHILADELPHIA, 


v 


Is there the proper relationship be- 
tween the homes and your Sunday- 
school? “The Sunday-school and the 
Home,” by Frank L. Brown, gives defi- 
nite plans for. creating and sustaining 
that relationship. (The Sunday School 


Times Co., Philadelphia, 50 cts.) 


(1 Cor. 13), - 


The keep- - 
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“THE WONDER 
SUNDAY SCHOOL BUILDER” 


Hundreds of Sunday Schools are being 
tranformed. 


Why: Not Yours ? 


GThese simple methods will do it. Not 
an experiment, but a proven fact. 


Can be Installed 
Any Sunday in the Year 


Write us your total enrollment and the 
number of classes in each department. 
We will ship you a conservative order 
of supplies with complete instructions 
for installation and use. 


Why Waste Time? Get Results 
H. G. PUGH & COMPANY 


LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
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‘THIS is a note size sheet, 6x7 inches, with your 

name and address printed at the top of each 
sheet, and on the flap of each envelope. Printing 
is,done i in dark blue ink and in clear Gothic type. 
Limit, three lines. A good quality of bond is used, 
with smooth writing surface for pen or typewriter. 
A fine gift. 


Directions—Write your name and address you 
wish printed very distinctly. Send to us with 
$1.00 per box, and the printed stationery will be 
delivered to You postpaid. Add x12c per box on 
orders west of Denver. 
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MENDOTA ILLINOIS 














National Bible Press * 
Bibles and Testaments 


seen fy 
NEW BLACK FACE TYPE 
Attractive, Durable Bindings 
Reasonable Prices 
igyeviecnian 
On Sale at Your Book Store 


National Publishing Co. 
PHILADELPHIA 
Est. 1863 
“Publishers of the 
Famous Combination Bibles 
ee eee 

















LOCARNO or JERUSALEM 


We praise God for the peace pact—while it 


For universal and permanent peace we await 


THE COMING KING 


He is soon to appear—The Anti-Christ pre- 
ceding Him 


For information of significant events fore- 
shadowing this—read 


THE JEWISH ERA 
Organ of the Chicago Hebrew Mission— 
1311 S. Kedzie Ave., Chicago, I.. 
Quarterly—50 cents a year 
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GIST OF LESSONS 1926 FREE 


bps DOWN the names (a postcard will do) of 12 or 

ptt Sunday School teachers or officers of your 
acquaintance, and we will send you an introduc- 
tory copy of Torrey’s Gist of the (International) 
Lessons 1926. Absolutely free and postpaid. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 


SAVE A SOUL FROM DEATH 


This is being done in fticn, China, India, by Native 
Evangelists and Bible Women who are being sup- 
ay for from 77 cents to $2.00 a week. $40 to $100 

a year. Write Rev. H. A. Barton, Box V, 
473 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y., for free 
Nterature. 
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With the New Books 








Black Face Type Text Bible. (Na- 
tional Publishing Co, Philadelphia, 
$2.70.) This beautiful Bible in very 
flexible genuine leather binding, divinity 
circuit, red under gold edges, and with 
titles stamped in pure gold is a delight 
to the eye and also to handle. It is very 
compact, being printed on imported Bible 
paper, with large clear type, but of a con- 
venient size for carrying in the pocket if 
desired, In the back are cight beautiful 
Bible maps in colors. The same Bible 
may also be had in other styles of bind- 
ing, and at various prices, including a 
Sunday-school scholars edition with 
“Helps.” 


A Study of the Temptation of Jesus. 
By James R. Kaye, Ph.D., LL.D. (The 
Hope Press, Mendota, Ill, 25 cents.) The 
temptation of our Lord is one of the most 
profound mysteries of our most holy 
faith. That he, the eternal Son of God, 
should be tempted by the Devil is a most 
amazing fact. What depths are here for 
the thoughtful and meditative soul! Dr. 
Kaye has thought deeply on this ques- 
tion, and his little booklet is a valuable 
brochure. Certain of his theological po- 
sitions on “federal headship” and “the 
covenant of works” will not command 
universal approval, but these may be set 
aside in reading, for it is the analysis of 
the temptations themselves that gives the 
booklet its chief value. The little pam- 
phlet is well worth reading, and it will 
throw new light on the temptation of 
Christ for many readers. 


Our Lord’s Deity and Humanity. By 
S. E. Dutton. (The Book Stall, New 
York, 15 cents.) Outline studies are al- 
ways suggestive, and often most helpful, 
and this series of outline studies in the 
Gospels of John and Luke will be valu- 
able to the student on the question of the 
deity and humanity of Christ. Mr. Dutton 
has marshaled the facts gathered from 
the Gospel of John which clearly point 
out Christ’s Godhood, but from the Gos- 
pel of Luke he has assembled just as 
clear-evidence that Christ was perfectly 
man. .Miracles, addresses, and conversa- 
tions all unite in the one testimony, de- 
claring that Jesus Christ is God. But 
the other side of the story is just as 
clearly told in the Gospel of Luke. There, 
everything is in agreement with the Gos- 
pel of John, but it emphasizes the fact 
that he is the man Christ Jesus. A great 
deal of valuable matter is packed away 
in the twenty-two pages of this booklet. 


The Epistles of St. Paul. By W. J. 
Conybeare, M.A. (May be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 
delphia, 75 cents.) One of the fea- 
tures of that monumental life of St. 
Paul by Conybeare and Howson is 
the translation of the several Epistles 
of the great apostle, and the interesting 
and instructive footnotes on the text. For 
some years a separate edition of the Epis- 
tles alone has been unavailable, but in this 
little volume, that real need has been met. 
Arranged chronologically according to the 
view of the two great scholars who col- 
laborated in writing the larger work, the 
small book makes a genuine contribution 
to the many translations of the New Tes- 
tament, or of sections of it. The foot- 
notes are scholarly and critical, and many 
difficult passages in the text are illumin- 
ated by some word in the notes. A study 
of the Pauline Epistles in this translation 
will bring new light on those remarkable 
productions. 


Getting the Gold Out of the Word of 
God. By R. A. Torrey, D.D. (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York and Chicago, 

35 cents.) This little book is well named, 
aad it leaves no one in doubt as to the 
“gold” in the Word, a wealth beyond the 
power of mortal telling. Clear, orderly, 
methodical, but with fascinating charm 
and gripping power, the reader is led on 
to learn how to make the priceless treas- 
ures his own. Simple, reasonable, and 
definite plans are suggested under an out- 
line of eleven great descriptive words on 
how to study the Bible, —daily, syste- 
matically, comprehensively, consecutively, 
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This new service, using the In- 
ternational Uniform Lessons, gives 
a geographic background to the 
work in the classes. 


The Spencer Projector which 


compact, unbreakable film slides at 
one-tenth the cost of glass slides. 
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THE “FULL GOSPEL” LINE OF 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL SUPPLIES 


Fundamentally True to the Word of God 
Expositions of the International Lessons 
Used by All Evangelical Denominations 


Write for Free Samples and Price Lists 
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THE CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
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We Are Just Beginning 
with the February number, an excellent series of articles 


“THE VISIBILITY OF THE SPIRIT” 


by the pen of a. well-known and gifted teacher, Rev. Gordon Watt, ~ A., of Scot- 
land. If you would enjoy these helpful studies, send for the 


Christ Life, or the Word of the Cross 


A monthly magazine whose purpose is the deepening of the spiritual life 


HOWARD A. BANKS, Editor 


This magazine also contains notes and helps, sound on the Fundamentals, on the 
Senior and Junior Christian Endeavor Topics, and abridged notes on the Sunday School 


Price, $1.00 a Year. (Special prices when ordered in quantities ) 
Box 680, 
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The Sunday School Temes 
Bible Reading and Study Helps 


The Sunday School Times has been issu- 

ing an increasing number Of’ sound Bible 

reading and study books to meet the needs 

of Christians, until in this department 

alone almost fifty volumes are included. 

Among the most helpful are 

Once a Year, Smeeton, 20 cents, $2 a dozen, 

. $15 a hundred. 

Through the Bible in a Year by Questions, 
Schultz, 25 cents, $2.50 a dozen. 

Bible Alphabets and Memory Work, Pearce, 
25 cents, $2.50 a dozen. 

Your Study Bible, Weddell, $1.25. 

Outline Bible Studies, Frost, $2. 

Analytical Outlines of the Old Testament, 
Haig, $1.00. 

500 Bible Story Questions and Answers, Sco- 
ville, 5@ cents. 

(A Supplemental Bible Question Course, Smith, 

2 9 cents. 

How to Study the Four Gospels, Thomas, 25 
cents, $2.50 a dozen. 

Satan, Chafer, $1. 

Salvation, Chafer, $1. 

He That is Spiritual, Chafer, $1. 

The Kingdom in History and Prophecy, 
Chafer, $1. 

True Evangelism, or 
Prayer, Chafer, $1. 

Grace, Chafer, $1.50. 

What Is the Gospel? Trumbull, cloth, 75 
cents; paper, 50 cents. 

Christ the Key to Scriptures, Scroggie, 25 
cents, $2.50 a dozen. 

The Meaning of the Cross, Watt, $1. 

The Cross in Faith and Conduct, Watt, $1. 

What Do the Prophets Say? Scofield, $1.25. 

The Coming Day, Ottman, 75 cents. 

Ancestry of Our English Bible, Price, $2.50. 


A descriptive catalogue, including also 
books on missions, teacher-training, par- 
ents’ problems, the deeper spiritual life, 
young folks’ books, and many other sub- 
jects, will be sent free upon request. 
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comparatively, topically, attentively, re- 
peatedly, believingly, obediently, prayer- 
fully. There are illustrations from the 
author’s own experience as well as others. 
The reading of this book by old and 
young will greatly increase the number 
oi reverent students of God’s Word, and 
give practical help to all who wish to be- 
come such. 


What Jesus Said. By Col. Charles 
W. Larned, U.S.A. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $1.75.) In publishing 
the twelfth edition of this book the pub- 
lishers have done real service to the 
Church of God. It is a collection of all 
the recorded sayings of our Lord, ar- 
ranged under various headings. It thus 
makes possible a topical study of the 
teaching of Christ on every question of 
life, and puts into the hands of the stu- 
dent a book of rare value. Its author, 
or rather compiler, in his apologia, de- 
clares that this study was the means of 
bringing him to a definite conviction and 
a vital faith. The logia of Christ, drawn 
from the Gospels, is arranged under such 
topics as “The Godhead,” “The Kingdom 
of God and of Heaven,” and “The Life of 
Christ.” The student is put into possession 
of our Lord’s teachings for comparison 
and contrast. The topics are well chosen, 
the table of contents full, and the library 
that contains this book will be greatly 
enriched. 


The Gospel of John. By A. C. Gaebe- 
lein, D.D. (Our Hope Publishing Co., 
New York, $2.50.) A new book of 
Scripture exegesis from the pen of Dr. 
Gaebelein is always welcome. This well- 
known expositor of the Word of God 
needs no introduction to the Christian pub- 
lic. In this commentary on the Gospel 
of John he has produced a book that 
is worthy of a place in every library. It 
will prove to be especially helpful to 
Sunday-school teachers, since the Sunday- 
school lessons are now in that part of the 
New Testament. Although not a critical 
commentary, Dr. Gaebelein does not ig- 
nore the controverted question of its au- 
thorship, but gives many cogent reasons 
for assigning the Gospel to John, the 
brother of James the son of Zebedee. 
Still, it is the devotional and spiritual 
element of the Gospel that is kept in the 
foreground throughout the book, and the 
reader is assured of real spiritual. blessing 
and uplift as he peruses its pages. It is 
a book that is worthy of high praise. 


Scofield Reference Bible (Oxford 
University Press, New. York, $1.95.) 
This well-known and greatly loved Bible 
study help has justly maintained and in- 
creased its popularity through the years. 
As a help to the young Christian and be- 
ginner in Bible study it is incomparable. 
The topical headings throughout the chap- 
ters, the helpful explanation of difficult 
words and phrases given simply and 
briefly in the margin and grasped in a 
moment as one reads, the harmonizing 
of the Bible incidents enabling one to see 
at a glance where the same occurrence is 
recorded elsewhere in the Book; these 
are a few of the many features that will 
make the Word more readily understood 
and more beloved. For those who wish 
to go deeper, there are the connected topi- 
cal references on all the greater themes 
from their first mention to the last, the 
illuminating “Notes” that have opened up 
the riches of Bible truth to countless 
thousands. This Bible having been 
adopted as the text-book of the Dr. 
Straton Radio Bible Class, a special edi- 
tion has been provided for the use of the 
class at a remarkably lew price, in cloth 
binding, square corners, maroon edge;, 
but with the twelve maps, indexed ats, 
and all the other features of the more ex- 
pensive styles, 

Busy People’s Bible Course. By 
Charles H. Morgan Ph.D. (Oxford 
University Press, New York, 50 cents.) 
The value of the Scofield Reference 
Bible steadily increases as the years 
pass, and the Bible student has in it an 
equipment that is almost invaluable. And 
yet, in these difficult and intense times, 
seme who desire to know the Scriptures 
better have not the time to devote them- 
selves to an intensive study of the_Bible, 
and others feel the need of a sort of 


“guide to the riches of the Scofield Refer- 


ence Bible itself. This course by Dr. 
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Morgan is designed to fill these needs. 
It contains fifty-two lessons, one for 
each week in the year, and each lesson 
is closed with a number of questions on 
the portion studied. The statements in 
the text refer the student to the page in 
the Scofield Reference Bible from which 
the lessons are taken, so that a more ex- 
haustive study is thus made possible. The 
work deserves the highest praise, and the 
Christian who studies this course will find 
that it opens the Scriptures to him in rich 
fashion. One of the many merits of the 
course lies in the fact that a group of 
students may undertake. its study without 
any other teacher than the book itself and 
the Scofield Reference Bible, and not be 
in any way handicapped. It is also being 
broadcast from a station in New York 
erg which wiakes it still farther avail- 
able 


Supplemental Bible Course for Young 
Christians. By Mrs. Keith L. Brooks. 
(Correspondence School, Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles, Los Angeles, Cal., $1.) 
Most ingenious are the many devices to 
make the study of the Bible both pleasant 
and profitable, and this particular course 
has many novel attractions. Printed on 
some fifty loose sheets, it may be used 
as a Correspondence Course and will be 
graded and marked as such if mailed 
according to instructions. Or it may be 
used_as a plan for one’s own study, or 
suggest methods for leaders of young 
ple’s groups or Sunday-school classes who 
desire an extra course of Bible study. 
There is memory work, including sug- 
gestions and verses for Biblé acrostic on 
one’s name, to be memorized and taken 
through life. There are most interesting 
questions about facts and persons in the 
Bible, and a number of “arithmetic prob- 
lems,” adding and subtracting the figures 
in certain verses to arrive at a given con- 
clusion. There are blanks to be filled 
in om many themes, “Bible Searchers” with 
somewhat of the references but requir- 
ing searching and thought to answer. 
There are some “striking things” about 
the Bible, with just enough clue to chal- 
lenge and attract, and tests in the Old 
Testament and the New. It is safe to 
say that young people will find the course 
a strong inducement to delve into. the 
hidden treasures of the Book of books. 


J. E. H. Thomson, D.D., Scholar and 
Missionary in the Holy Land. By Wil- 
liam Ewing, M.C., D.D. (Hodder and 
Stoughton, Ltd., London, 7 shillings 6 
pence.) Here i is a work in British biog- 
raphy at its best. Dr. Ewing, well-known 
to Sunday School Times readers as one 
of its valued contributors of “Oriental 
Lesson Lights” and other unusual arti- 
cles, a Minister of the United Free 
Church in Edinburgh, has written the life 
story of a remarkable man, from the 
standpoint of intimate, personal fellow- 
ship with his subject, and a thoroughgoing 
mastery of the animating purposes of his 
character and achievements. Dr. Thom- 
son must have been a representative of 
Scotland’s best scholarship, combining the 
evangelical and missionary spirit with 
extraordinary theological and Biblical re- 
search. While one may not wholly agree 
at every point of doctrine discussed 
throughout the book, one’s heart warms 
at the conservative fervor of both the 
biographer and his subject. The latter 
part of the book, recounting Dr. Thom- 
son’s experierices in the Holy Land and 
setting forth some of his exhaustive 
studies there, particularly of the Samari- 
tans and the Samaritan Pentateuch, fur- 
nishes a volume in itself, and will richly 
reward the reader. The book as a whole 
is a fascinating glimpse of life in Scot- 
land for the better part of a century past. 
Dr. Ewing is to be congratulated upon 
the production of this rich and profitable 
biography. 


Satan is commonly much misappre- 
hended. Few Christians know just what 
od has said, and wants us to know, 
about Satan, "Under Mr. Chafer's guid- 


ance, in his book called “Satan,” thou- 
sands have seen, perhaps for the first 
time, the true Bible teaching about the 
great Adversary. It is a book for read- 
ing, re-reading, and reference. (The 
Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 
$1, postpaid.) 
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Lesson for February 7 
John 9: 1-41 
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Marion Lawrance Answers 


Im 1902 Mr. Lawrance, the greatly beloved 
Sunday-school leader whose death occurred 
in 1924, commenced the department for The 
Sunday Sthool Times which the Editors en- 
titled ‘‘ Ask Marion Lawrance!"’ The large 
t of published material that he had 
furnished makes possible the continuing of this 
department, for the present, as a welcome, 
part of the equipment of the new generation 
in the Sunday-school field. 





In some communities, people are habitually 
Jate, both at church and Sunday-school. What 
is the remedy? 


ITH some, this malady is incurable, 

at least it appears to be. It seems 
as though a great many people must have 
been born about four o’clock in the after- 
noon. ‘The best thing to do that I know 
of is to make the opening minutes of the 
service just as intensely interesting as 
possible, close the door when the service 
begins, and not open it for late comers 
until a convenient moment arrives. This 
would bring rebellion in some church ser- 
vices, but it has worked exceedingly well 
in many Sunday-schools. Sometimes tar- 
diness is unavoidable, but the person who 
is habitually late at a religious service 


~—eonfesses, by that fact, that he amounts 


to very little as a church or Sunday- 
school worker. 





Will religious instruction in the public 
schools: eventually supplant the Sunday- 
school? 


N°: not as long as there are different 
branches of religion and different 
denominations. The reading of the Bible, 
without comment, is permitted in many 
public schools now, and is good as far 
as it goes. The complete separation in 
our nation, however, of church and state, 
precludes the teaching of religion as re- 
ligion in the pubiic schools, except so 
far as it is general in its application. This 

not mean that there is to be no 
teaching about God, for God is univer- 
sally recognized by Protestant, Catholic, 
and Jew. It is fortunate that no law 
can bar the doors of any public school 
building against. those who are living 
Christ-filled lives, and character always 
om in every school-room or anywhere 
else. 





I have a class of girls ranging in age from 
1%4.to 20. Do you think they should be di- 
vided? 

HE recognized division of ages for 

the young people’s part of the school 
is as follows: 12, 13, and 14 years of age 
in the Intermediate Department; 15, 16, 
and 17 years of age in the Senior Depart- 
ment; 18 to 24 years of age in the Young 
People’s Department. 

You wilf notice that your fourteen- 
year-old girls should be classified with 
those younger, rather than those older, 
according to this plan. This is not an 
unchangeable rule, for sometimes a four- 
teen-year-old girl is almost a woman, but 
under normal circumstances, thirteen and 
fourteen-year-old girls are nearer together 
in their experiences and tastes than a 
fourteen and a fifteen-year-old girl would 
be. 


I suggest that you write to the office 
of your State Sunday-school Association 
for literature on this subject. 





Is the holding of a special day each month 
to be desired, or is that too often? If you 
had but six special days during the year, 
what would they be? 

A SPECIAL day each month may or 
may, not be too many. It depends 
upon how you use the day. If the special 
features. are made but fifteen minutes 
long, ard are embodied in the opening 
service of the school, without in anywise 
interfering with the teaching period of 
the school, it is all right to have one every 
month, providing they are carefully se- 
lected and made to fit into the general 
program of the church and school life. 
If by “special day,” you mean to give 





the entire time of the school to it, then 
even six are too many. Three are plenty. 
If I were going to use three, and give up 
the entire school session to them, they 
would be Christmas, Easter, and Rally 
Day. You might add one other and make 
that Children’s Day. These four days 
could be used and other days could be put 
in in each of the months that are missed, 
by devoting just a few minutes in the 
opening service. 

For the other days, you might include 
Mother’s Day, Forward Step Day, Home 
Departinent Day, Thanksgiving Day. In 
the book entitled, “Special Days in the 
Sunday-school” (By Marion Lawrance. 
May be had from The Sunday School 
Times Company, Philadelphia, $1.50) you 
will find this subject fully treated. 


vé 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A.W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 
Association 


When a Visitor resigns, should the Home 
Department council select a new one by bal- 
lot, or should the appointment be made with- 
out consulting the council? I wish you would 
answer this very clearly. 


ped Home Department  superin- 
tendents consult with the pastor and 
the superintendent of the school, and to- 
gether they seek guidance and make ap- 
pointments. Some superintendents choose 
their Visitors without consulting any one. 
I do not believe in the council electing 
by ballot, as that would create a method 
of competition, and I am quite sure it 
would sometime result in electing a per- 
son unfitted for the work. The work is 
entirely too important to be done in that 
spirit. 

I have heard workers say that a certain 
person has the time and is willing to do 
it, and consider that the chief qualifica- 
tion,, whereas a person may have these 
qualifications and still be gossipy and 
grouchy, and do more harm in a short 
period of service than the right Visitor 
could correct or overcome in a long time. 
I know that from experience. 

A pleasant personality, natural friend- 
liness, and sincerity, plus a vital spiritu- 
ality and a keen understanding of human 
nature and the problems af home life, 
are the chief requirements for a good 
Visitor. My own method is this: When 
I know a Visitor is to resign, I begin to 
pray immediately that God will place the 
name of the new Visitor in my mind and 
also prepare that person so that there 
will be a ready acceptance of this call 
to service. I continue praying sometimes 
for five or six weeks until I am convinced 
of God’s leadership. Sometimes I start 
out with three or four names in mind, and 
I keep on praying until only one remains. 
I want to bear testimony to the fact that, 
with this method, I have never failed to 
secure the right Visitor, for I let God 
choose. My only failures have been when 
hasty appointments have been made with- 
out waiting for God’s leadership. 





I have been superintendent of this depart- 
ment for over ten years. The community has 
changed rapidly in that time, and I have lost 
many of my old trained Visitors by removal. 
The new Visitors do not seem to take the 
same interest, and there is therefore a slump 
along the whole line. I wish I knew just 
how to regain the old spirit of. enthusiasm. 
Can you give me some help? 


OUR first step is to train the new Vis- 

itors. To know right is the greatest 
incentive to do right. To these new Visi- 
tors the work may not even seem of 
great importance. Take the book, “The 
Home Department” (by A. W. Karnell, 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 60 
cents), assign a chapter to each Visitor, 
hold an afternoon or evening meeting, 
allow each Visitor to present her chap- 
ter, and discuss it. Then, out of your own 
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$30.00 


Here is your opportunity to purchase a Gov- 
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gas burner or electric incandescent lamp. 
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Subscription ‘Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. p 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per -year. . 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year, 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. ‘ 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The various departments of this periodical furnish por- 
tions to interest each member of the family. 


The magazine contains A Weekly Sermon, Bible Study -Helps, Choice 
Selections for the Devotional Hour, News for Christian Work- 
ers, Interesting Reading, A Story, Secular Matter, a page for 
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The Junior-Intermediate Anthem Book 


(Unison and Two-part) 
Edited by REV. EARL E. HARPER ' 
Price, $1.00 net 


Nearly every number can be sung either in unison or in two 
parts. The material is arranged by subjects so that the book 
may be readily adapted to the uses of worship. 








A sample copy will be sent to Sunday School Superintendents and Choirmasters upon 
receipt of 25 cents to cover cost of wrapping and transportation. 
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For Systematic Bible Study 
Inexpensive, all-the-year-round 


Bible Reading and Study,Helps 





Practical booklets that 
individual, family, or 


will greatly enrich your 


Sunday- school studies 





Once a Year 

By J. H. Smeeton. Many would like to have 
regular family worship, but don’t know how 
to begin. Here is an inexpensive guide that 
will be a great help to an intelligent reading 
of the whole Bible in the family circle or in- 
dividually. 


A section is given for every day, with cen- 
tral thought or key-word, and the Bible is 
exactly covered in a year. Included is a sup- 
plement of shorter selections appropriate for 
children’s reading. $2 a dozen, $15 a hundred, 
or 20 cents each, 


Through the Bible ina Year by Questions 

By O. S. Schultz. Ten ‘questions a week, 
exactly covering the Bible in a year. May be 
used independently or as a companion booklet 
to “Once a Year.” Has been successfully 
used as supplemental work in Sunday-school. 
25 cents each, or $2.56 a dozen. 


Your Study Bible 


By J..W. Weddell. A series of studies, giv- 
ing wonderful unfoldings of the message of 
each book of the Bible, with marked texts, 
and marginal notes. Fully indexed. $1.25. 


Two Enlightening Booklets by James H. Todd 
Secretary, Australian Council of the China Inland Mission 


Vital Teachings of .God’s Word 


~The man or woman who cannot take even 
an evening course at a Bible school, or make 
use of a correspondence course, may very 
profitably use this little book as a guide in 
grasping the cardinal doctrines of God’s 
revelation to men, in daily half-hours. 


Chapters on Sin, Redemption, Justification, 
Regeneration, Repentance, Adoption, Faith, 
Eternal Life, “Things That Differ,” Sanctifi- 
cation, Reconciliation, Love, Prayer, Worship, 
Thanksgiving, The Future. 


Simple in plan and in detail, but highly 
condensed, it is wonderfully useful for ref- 
erence by preachers, as well as students. 
Adapted for class use, as well as individual 
study. 80 pages, only 20 cents, or $2 a dozen. 


‘Principles of Interpretation 


As giving in clear and brief terms the laws 
and rules of exegesis, it places within reach 
of the ordinary student of the Word a veri- 
table handbook for personal investigation of 
the meaning and application of Scripture. 


Chapters on Authority and Inspiration, The 
Laws of Structure, Context, Recurrence, First 
Mention, Progress, Unity, Interpretation and 
Application; The Dispensations, Ethnic Di- 
visions, The Use of Words, History, Poetry, 
Prophecy; Contrasts and Comparisons: Grace 
and Law, Salvation and Rewards, Faith and 
Profession, Standing. and. State; Church and 
Kingdom; Eschatology: The Second Advent, 
The Resurrections, The Judgments. 

A discerning study of principles, facts, and 
distinctions to guide the sincere seeker after 
truth. In attractive binding, 3@ cents, or 
$3 a dozen. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 





experience, add such illuminating illus- 
| trations as will help them see the im- 
portance of the work. At each subse- 
| quent Visitors’ meeting, have some prom- 
| inent part of the work discussed, and keep 
constantly before them the great oppor- 
tunity that the department offers. 

Make your department prominent in 
the church and ‘Sunday-school. Have 
your new Visitors formally installed and 
set apart by prayer for this work, at the 
Sunday-school session. See that bits of 
interesting news are read from the plat- 
form and the department remembered in 
the prayers of the school session. Insert 
items of interest in your calendar and 
church paper, and keep the department 
and its work constantly before the whole 
church. 

Give the department some definite part 
in the church work. Plan to have a Home 
Department prayer-meeting once in three 
months. Take charge of an evening ser- 
vice several times a year, when the claims 
and the need of the homes shall form the 
basis of the program (I can give you an 
outline for such services). 

Givé the whole. department an objective 
for this year. My own department sent 
two girls to the training camp of “Four 
Arches,” of the Philadelphia Sunday | $60 
I know we enjoyed 
the feeling that, while not present in the 
school, we were helping to train leaders 
for the future. 

Challenge your Visitors to bring every 
member cf each home represented in their 
district into Sunday-school membership. 
Keep a record of how many families you 
thus enlist, and report them to the Sun- 
day-school. Ask assistance of the teachers 
= scholars in your efforts along this 
ine, 

Prepare and conduct a Family Wor- 
ship Campaign and keep everlastingly 
at it. 

Divide your council into two sides, and 
arrange for a contest for new members 
covering two or three months. 

There is no enthusiasm in any work un- 
less we put enthusiasm into it, and en- 
thusiasm has to have a medium of expres- 
sion, some channel of demonstration. To 
say that we are so enthusiastic about 
the work, and then go on in an indifferent 
and placid way is the most harmful 
sible. If you will work the plan outlined 
here, you will at least find out what stuff 
your Visitors are made of. 


. we 
Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


I do not like the attendance record cards I 
have seen used in many schools. Should a 
record be simply for attendance? How may 
I use a home-made attendance card to good 
advantage? 

N UNUSUALLY good record card 

comes from the teacher of a Cam- 
adian Sunday-school. Plain correspond- 
ence cards are used. At the top is writ- 
ten the name of a child. Credits are 
given for attendance, punctuality, Golden 
Text memorized, and verse copied at home 
in work book. The record is marked 
by various symbols. Each month these 
vary-a little. Attendance may have a 
silver star; punctuality a bird seal; 
Golden Text a gold star; written home 
work a colored star. This shows the 
parent just where the child is weak. He 
may have a perfect record for attendance 
with a poor showing for punctuality. The 
Golden Text may have been learned only 
one or two Sundays during the month. 
The home written work record may show 
that the child has not had sufficient en- 
couragement or oversight to do what was 
required of him, and this part of the rec- 
ord not be marked. at all. The children 
like these cards because of the variety 


of seals used on them. - 





How may we secure co-operation between 
the various departments in the.C€hildren’s Di- 
vision? Our school is completely graded. 
The Cradle Roll Department meets in one sec- 
tion, the Beginners in another, the Primary 
and Junior in other rooms. The work of the 
Children’s Division is closely connected, yet 
our four departments are running along in- 
dependent lines. ‘We have our own depart- 
mental meetings for workers. 


HE work of the Children’s Division 


might well be under the direction of 
one superintendent, known as. the Chil- 
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A Whole Year for $1.00! 
THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘ There is 
no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 
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Lesson for February 7 
John ‘9’: 1-41 


dren’s Division Superintendent. It should 
be her duty to correlate all work and see 
to it that the superintendent of each de- 
partment knows what is going on in the 
other departments. A quarterly meeting, 
in which all four departments unite for 
conference, is quite necessary. Then the 
Primary workers have an opportunity to 
find out what has been done in the Be- 
ginners Department, what the little folks 
there have learned, what they are doing 
in the way of handwork, and the like, 
and can build a better program because 
of knowledge of the foundation work 
that has been done. If they know what 


eS Se RE LE A EIT 
BIBLE SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTES 








Juniata College 


HUNTINGDON, PA. 


M. G. Brumbaugh, Ph.D., LL.D., President 
(Author of “ The Making of a Teacher "’) 


A fully accredited 
Christian College 


Solicits the patronage of Christian parents and 
earnest students. 


Large Faculty. Beautiful Location. 

Moderate Charges. 

Accommodations are limited. Early application 
for reservations is urged. ADDRESS, 


Charles C. Ellis, Vice-President. 


Spend Profitable Evenings 


— ae 


with Your Bible 


“APPROVED BOOKS” 

Our 40-page guide to Biblical litéra- 

ture will direct you in discriminate 

selection of helpful books. A postal 
will bring it. 

















BOOK DEPARTMENT 
Philadelphia School of the Bible 
1721 Spring Garden Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Te Know Christ and to Make Him Known 


Why Not Plan for a Four Months Bible Course in 
‘“* THE SUNNY SOUTH’’ 
February 1 to May 28, the Second Term of the 


COLUMBIA BIBLE SCHOOL, 
Columbia, South Carolina. 


Rev. Rosert C. McQuirkin, Dean. 


Some distinctive features of the School: 


Personal attention given to each individual student. 
Courses planned for students who have had a high 
school training or its equivalent. Teaching the funda- 
mentals so as to make doctrine a vital part of daily 
living, with Christ _at the center. Making clear the 
reasonable, scientific basis fer the doctrines of the 
Christian faith. Stressing the importance of right 

inciples of Bible interpretation, so that the inspired 
_ Word may be known first hand. Stressing prayér and 

Christian service. i 

School run on ‘‘ The Faith Basis,’’ through 
yetnaeary offerings with no personal solicita- 
tion for funds. Peinek : 

Send. a postcard to Columbia Bible School, Colum- 
bia, S. C., for the following literature free of charge: 
3. MessaGes AND News,a four-page paper containing 

a Bible study article on John’s Gospel with 
outline of the whole Gospel, and other matter 
of vital interest. te , , 

z. New Prospectus Gescribing courses, which in- 
clude Through the Bible Book by Book, Doc: 
trine, Principles of Bible Interpretation, Hom- 
iletics, Church History, Missions, New Testa- 
ment Greek, Music, Child Study, Suiday 
School Methods, Personal Evangelism. 

3- Goop News AsouT GuIDANce, a 16-page leaflet by 
R. C. McQuilkin, discussing how to know the 
will of God for the great and small things of life. 

Send 25 cents fora copy of OUTLINE AND MgssaG 
or Romans, a 64-page bible study booklet by R. C. 
McQuilkin, which may contain just what you have 
5 Ag the vita} understanding of this-great letter 

‘aul's, 

















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


is expected of a child when he goes into 
the Junior Department, a program can 
be planned which will lead up to that 
work. 

The same is true of the Beginners 
worker. They must know what has been 
done in the Cradle Roll Department, 
what the Primary worker expects to do, 
and later on what the Junior Department 
will do for the child; and it is very es- 
sential that the Junior worker knows just 
what has already been done and taught. 

By all means get your workers together, 
at least quarterly, and have united meet- 
ings when the work of the Children’s 
Division as a whole will be planned. 


Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


I have a class in my Sunday-school that 


has finished a course in “Training the 
Teacher.” Please advise me how to get the 
diplomas. 


HE study of the text-book “Training 

the Teacher” will not entitle your 
class to a diploma, but this course will 
merit a certificate. However, in order to 
receive this recognition, it will be neces- 
sary that the class take the official ex- 
aminations provided by the Sunday-school 
Board of your denomination or from the 
State Sunday-school Association. If your 
denomination has no provision for the 
oversight of teacher-training classes, you 
may receive the needed help by writing 
to the International Council of : Religious 
Education, 5 ‘South Wabash Avenue, 
Chicago. 





Our training class meets at the Sunday- 
school hour. We have finished the lessons 
on the Bible, and are just starting on princi- 
ples of teaching. We. feel that though this 
section is highly important, there will be a 
real loss if we have no Bible study on Sun- 
day. Can you suggest anything we can do to 
meet this need? 


r, THE class can have a room apart 
from the rest of the school, the time 
of the closing exercises of the school may 
be added to the lesson period, or it may 
be desirable to give the entire hour of 
the Sunday-school to class work. If 
either plan is followed, there will be suf- 
ficient time to spend ten or fifteen minutes 
in Bible study before taking up the prin- 
ciples of teaching the lesson. 


An unsuccessful effort has been made to 
organize a teacher-training class in connec- 
tion with our Sunday-school. I alone seem to 
want to take the work. Would it be possible 
for me to do the required work alone? If so, 
how shall I proceed? 


F AT all possible, find one or more 

persons who will join you im the 
studies. It would be of great advantage 
to have some fellow student with whom 
you could confer about the lessons, but 
if that cannot be you may take the work 
alone. Write to the teacher-training de- 
partment of your denomination or to your 
State Sunday-school Association and full 
information will be sent as to coursés 
of study, enrolment, and examinations. 
You will have the option of taking one 
of the elementary courses with lessons 
on the Bible, the pupil, the teaching work, 
and the Sunday-school, that may be com- 
pleted in one year, or you may study the 
Standard Course that will require several 
years of study. 
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BIBLE UNIVERSITY COURSE 


Leading to graduation. Study at home. Graduate 
in 30 months. Best books. For announcements, write 
Pror. C. J. Burron, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 


Boston Bible Training School 


**The Whole Bible, A Whole Christ, A. Whole 
Gospel to the Whole World.” 


Trains workers of any Denomination, who seek a 
whole-hearted, Spirit-filled Christian service. 

dress i Ev. E. J. Evans, Dean 
MISS E. C. BARTON, Registrar 

50 Kenilworth Street, Roxbury, Mass. 








WANTED — Christian young man as assistant to 
Head of Department, Religious Educational In- 
stitution in the Mid-west. Must be accountant. 


Address I. B. M., Sunday School Times 


Bible Institute of Pennsylvania 


1418 North Sixteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
INTERDENOMINA TIONAL 
Oplect—To know Jesus Christ and to make Him 

nown. 


Method—Young men and young women under the 
influence of a spiritual family atmosphere are guided 
and instructed in the wey of service for our Lord. 

Result—Scores of trained Missionaries, Pastors, and 
‘Teachers in Foreign and Home fields. Information 
upon request. 








INTERDENOMINATIONAL! 


EVANGELICAL! 


EVANGELISTIC ! 


The National Bible Institute 


330-348 West 55th Street, New York City 


DON O. SHELTON, President. 


M. T. SHELFORD, Dean. 


HUGH R. MONRO, Treasurer 


COURSES OF STUDY 
I, THEOLOGICAL. A standard three-year course preparing for the work of the Gospel Min- 
istry, combining all the regular subjects of a full Theological curriculum. 
Il, MISSIONARY. A three-year course combining Theology, Bible and medicine, Nearly three 
hundred graduates now on foreign fields under thirty-five different Missionary Boards, 


Ill, GOSPEL MUSIC. 


V. CHRISTIAN WORKERS’ BIBLE COURSE 


IV. CHRISTIAN SERVICE SECRETARIAL. VI. CHRISTIAN SERVICE MEDICAL. 


A new fire-proof building with every convenien 
te two hundred and 
Opportunities for self-help. 


now ready to accommo 
and Board at reasonable rates. 


ye in the center of New York City, is 


y additional students. Tuition Free. Room 


Catalogue and further information sent on request 
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OUT OF TEN > 
Home Bible Study Courses 








your Christian 


men and women. 


f with what you have always wanted to do. C 
course now, for in the ten Moody Bible Institute Home 
Study Courses there is one wholly adapted to your needs. 


More than 34,000 Christian students have vag) te 
themselves through these Bible Courses. 


OU have promised yourself over and over again to further 
Lang y The days slip by. You are 

‘missing the influ and 1 

I Don’t delay longer in going forward 


that fills witlt. joy and makes better 


Choose your 


During four decades Moody 


Bible Institute has brought enlightenment into every corner of the globe. 


There is a course—interesting, instructive, oo gd everyone, from 
s 


the youngest beginner to the most advanced C 


Of immeasurable worth, yet these courses are sold at less than cost —not 


for profit. All are non-sectarian. 


plain, 


All are easily 
interesting style. All are systematic and constructive, perfected 


understood; written in 


during 35 years by eminent Bible scholars. 


Like the opening of shutters against 


darkness, these Correspondence 


Courses let the light and the sunshine into your life. Send for oe 


It is free. It places the key to understanding in your hands. 
leans ae solved—your path made straight. Fill out the coupon now 


our 


prob- 


Moody Bible Institute 
Correspondence School 


Dept. 4501, Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 


Dept. 4501. 153 Institute Place, Chicago, 


Synthetic Bible Study— 
coverseach book of the Bible 
one year or more required. 
Bibte Chapter Summary— 
covera every chapter in the 
Bible—completed in 18 months. 


Faith 
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Check now the course you need. Mail thie coupon 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 


Send me, FREE, Prospectusdescribing the Home Study Courses— [7] Practical 
interes i Bible Doctrine—Outlines the 
Iamin ted in those checked. [7 ee pee nn Cnictiane —¢- 

ity—about 2 years required. 
(Fundamentals of Christian 
Course — requires 

about 9 months. 

o Christian Evidences—Facts 


Christian Work— 

of Soul-winningand 

Christian work—3 to 6 months. 
Evangelism — How to con- 

Ddauct campa:gne—3 to 6 

months. 

Oo World-Wide Missions—eight 
sections, twenty lessons. 


Scofield Bible Correspond- 





Introductory. Bible Course— Jin support of the Christian crarencton Melea ¥ 
0 for beginnere—3 to 6months.  Faith~3to 6G months necessary. fa a Aad ‘0 gt men 4 3 
3 years. = 

Name 4 
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IS THE ANTICHRIST AT HAND? 
What of Mussolini ? 


This is the title of a thought-provoking article—in two sections—by Dr. Louis S. Bauman, a keen student 
of present-day happenings in the light of their Scriptural significance. The first section appears in the 
January number of 


THE KING’S BUSINESS 


“The Bible Family Magazine’’ 
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By DR. JOHN MURDOCH MAC INNIS ‘ 
Dean of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles i 


FIRST THINGS FIRST: A MESSAGE FOR THE NEW YEAR 
By DR. JOHN ROACH STRATON 
Pastor Calvary Baptist Church, New York City 


OUR GREAT FOREIGN FIELD IN THE HOMELAND 


By MISS M. WINIFRED ROUZEE 
Bible Teacher and Author 


ANTHROPOLOGY, OR THE DOCTRINE OF MAN 


First of a Series to Appear Monthly Throughout the Year 
By DR. F. E. MARSH, London, England 


IS THERE A GOD? 
By REV. G. R. HARDING WOOD 
Vicar of Christ Church,Sidcup, Kent, England 


THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS 
By ALBERT COPLEY, Salem, Oregon 
Revealing the Sound Thinking of a Consecrated Christian Layman 
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You will not wish to miss this striking con- Other articles appearing in the January num- 
tribution to the literature of sound prophetic inter- ber of this outstanding interdenominational monthly 
pretation. include - 

A CHARGE TO YOUNG MINISTERS ~ ae 





The above constitute only a part of the interesting contents. 
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5 There are also the very complete Sunday School Lesson Com- (It will be nec- ! 
BY ments (now issued in separate cover), the timely Editorials, the essary to re- 
BS Christian Endeavorers’ Own Page, Children’s Department, Daily De- spond promptly 
votional Comments, Evangelistic Happenings, and other interesting to insure receiv- b 
departments in infinite variety for every member of the family. ing the January S 
The regular subscription price of The King’s Business is $1.25 number, as this @ 
per year in the United States, or $1.50 for Canada or foreign. se eee will be i 
We offer for a limited time a six months quickly exhaus- is 
ted.) i 
TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION FOR 50 CENTS s 
ig 
seen eneanaacacaca»ucauca»aacassccces""% We would urge upon you to take immediate advantage of 4 ie 
The King’s Business, « this special “offer, being sure to mention that subscription ig 
Aca: ee ee See —_ — ‘ should commence with the January number. Act promptly ie 
to THE KING'S BUSINESS, “The Bible Family Maga. that you may not miss this very timely article by Dr. Bauman, ‘¢ 
zine,” at the reduced trial subscription price of 50 cents, @ Use the coupon herewith. ie 
and be sure to commence with the January number, that & % 
I may not miss the unusual article by Dr. Bauman entitled . : = 
vielen i THE KING’S BUSINESS 
: i 
NQMe 20's ccbovcceseceeceeereseeneeenscesesessceeesens 8 Ne 
ae ‘ 540 SOUTH HOPE STREET, LOS ANGELES, CALIF. is 
Sieh wi Ne occks sc tiaincedvenagimcaae : E s 
treet an umber H % 
oe ee ee Ne IER ee Peer bavi VeVi YaviVexii (avi Va\li/a\Y@\ liver! YaviivaxiV@vlaviivexl/@vivavif@v iver (av iiV@viivevi@viVer VeVi @Nival YeXi/@viV@\i/av Vey Yeviverne 
- ~ 2 iy i Suedabas Gea tee 
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